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Students Showcase Science Skills at the 45th Annual 
Colorado High School Bridge Building Competition 
Employees from the Bureau of Reclamation came out in force to support the Colorado High School 
Bridge Building Competition in the Denver office’s hydraulic and materials laboratory on Saturday, 
February 25. Colorado high school students with a passion for science came from all over Colorado to 
demonstrate their engineering and design skills at the 45th annual event. 
 
In Region 1, Ancil Lindley took first with a 25.27 gram basswood bridge that held 181.31 kilograms, 
which means the bridge held 7,175 times its own weight. 
 
Other students who placed in Region 1: second, Alex Spoor of Cherry Creek High School; third, 
Alexander Lam of Cherry Creek High School; fourth, Tyler Rossi of Front Range Christian School; 
and fifth, Adam Martelon of Cherry Creek High School. 
 
In Region 2, Tyler Joy, a student Cheyenne Mountain High School, won with a 13.21 gram bridge that 
held 125.96 kilograms. That is 9,535 times the bridge’s weight. 
 
Other students who placed in Region 2: second, Hunter Reehoorn of Cheyenne Mountain High School; 
third, Anthony Valdez of Rifle High School; fourth, Kahlin Capwell of Rifle High School; and fifth, 
Gideon Hallman of Eads High School. 
 
In the team competition for Region 1, Cherry Creek High School secured first place with three bridges 
that held over a total of 11,505 times their own weight. Other teams from Region 1 that placed: second, 
Front Range Christian School; third, Ancil Lindley; fourth, Timberline; and fifth, Green Mountain 
High School. 
 
In the team competition for Region 2, Cheyenne Mountain High School won with bridges that held a 
total of 15,630 times their weight. Other teams from Region 2 that placed: second, Rifle High School; 
third, Eads High School; fourth, Rampart High School; and fifth, Buena Vista High School. 
 
Competitors create bridges out of only basswood and common adhesive. The winning models are 
determined by the structural efficiency ratio, which is the amount of weight the bridge can hold 
divided by the weight of the bridge. 
 



 

  
 

The state is split into two regions: northern (Region 1) and southern (Region 2). The first and second 
place winners from each region will be invited to compete at the International Bridge Building Contest 
in Las Vegas. 
 
The contest is jointly sponsored by the Bureau of Reclamation, the American Council of Engineering 
Companies of Colorado and the Professional Engineers of Colorado. 
 

# # # 
Reclamation is the largest wholesale water supplier in the United States, and the nation's second largest producer of 
hydroelectric power.  Its facilities also provide substantial flood control, recreation, and fish and wildlife benefits.  Visit our 
website at http://www.usbr.gov. 


