


AGREEMENT BETWEEN
THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR,
BUREAU OF RECLAMATION
AND THE YUMA IRRIGATION DISTRICT
TO TRANSFER TITLE TO A FEDERALLY OWNED PROJECT FACILITY, AND
ASSOCIATED LANDS WITHIN THE GILA PROJECT, ARIZONA

1. PREAMBLE

THIS AGREEMENT is made this day of , 20 , pursuant to the
John D. Dingell, Jr. Conservation, Management, and Recreation Act of 2019, (Pub. L.
116-9, Title VIII, Subtitle A; 133 Stat. 804; 43 U.S.C. 2902, et seq.) (hereinafter referred
to as “Dingell Act”); Act of June 17, 1902 (Ch. 1093, 32 Stat. 388) ) and acts
supplementary thereto or amendatory thereof (hereinafter referred to as the “Federal
Reclamation Laws”) between the UNITED STATES OF AMERICA (hereinafter referred
to as the “United States”), acting through the Department of the Interior Bureau of
Reclamation (hereinafter referred to as “Reclamation”) and the Yuma Irrigation District
(hereinafter referred to as the “District”), organized and existing under the laws of the
State of Arizona, with its principal place of business and office in Yuma, Arizona.

2. RECITALS

a. The Dingell Act provides for the transfer of title to eligible Reclamation project
facilities to qualifying entities on the completion of repayment of capital costs
without further authorization from Congress; and

b. The United States holds title to the irrigation and supporting facilities of the Gila
Project, Yuma Mesa Division, South Gila Valley Unit (Unit) (collectively, Project).
The District is responsible for the operation, maintenance, and replacement of the
Project facilities under contract No. 14-06-300-1270 dated July 23, 1962, as amended
and supplemented on October 25, 1965; May 10, 1971; May 17, 1973; and on June
27, 1985, by contract No. 5-07-30-W0093. The aforementioned contracts also provide
for the delivery of Colorado River water by the United States for the irrigation of
lands within the District service area and for the repayment of project costs to the
United States; and

c. Public Law 98-530 (98 Stat. 2698), the Ak-Chin Water Rights Settlement Act
(Settlement Act), enacted on October 19, 1984, authorized and directed the Secretary
of the Interior to amend the repayment contracts of the three districts in the Yuma
Mesa Division (the Yuma Irrigation District, the Yuma Mesa Irrigation and Drainage
District, and the North Gila Valley Irrigation and Drainage District) to conform to the
provisions of the Settlement Act. Specifically, Section 2(g)(4) of the Settlement Act
provided that all remaining repayment obligations owing to the United States on the
date of the Settlement Act are to be discharged. Consequently, contract
No. 5-07-30-W0093 discharged all repayment obligations of District as of October
19, 1984; and
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When the United States constructed the Unit, the United States acquired lands, rights-
of-way, and easements under the Federal Reclamation Laws and the Act of August
30, 1890 (hereinafter referred to as the “Canal Act”); and

The District is a recognized irrigation district organized under the laws of the State of
Arizona, and responsible for the delivery of irrigation water to approximately 10,600
acres of irrigable land within the Unit; and

The District and the United States executed Memorandum of Agreement (hereinafter
referred to as “MOA”) 23-07-34-L.2153, on March 16, 2023, defining the roles and
responsibilities related to accomplishing title transfer of the office building within the
Unit; and

The District and the United States executed Agreement for the Contribution of Funds
23-07-34-L2153, on April 19, 2023. This agreement provides for the District to fund
the title transfer actions described in the MOA; and

The District passed Resolution 2024-2 on September 10, 2024 to verify and approve
for submission to the Commissioner of Reclamation and to Congress the draft final
title transfer agreement package which includes the Title Transfer Agreement,
Quitclaim Deed, and Transfer Eligibility Report, as provided in Exhibit F, attached
hereto and by reference made a part hereof.

NOW THEREFORE, it is hereby mutually agreed as follows:

3. SCOPE OF AGREEMENT

a.

This Agreement is for the transfer of title to the Project Facility described herein. The
contracts between the District and the United States shall continue in full force and
effect as originally written, executed, amended, and supplemented.

4. DEFINITIONS

Unless otherwise noted, the definitions set forth in the Dingell Act and the following definitions
apply to this Agreement:

a.

b.

“Agreement” means this agreement between the United States and the District.
“District” means the Yuma Irrigation District, located in Yuma County, Arizona.

“Parties” means both the United States, acting by and through Reclamation, and the
District.

“Project” means the Gila Project, located in the State of Arizona.
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“Project Facility to be Transferred,” “Project Facility,” and “Facility” shall mean the
eligible facilities that are operated and maintained by the District and that were
constructed by the United States in support of the pumping and water conveyance
system for the Unit, along with certain lands and interests in land, as identified in
Exhibits A and B.

5. DETERMINATIONS

a.

Determinations Required. The Dingell Act requires that the United States, acting

through Reclamation, make certain findings and determinations regarding the
eligibility of the facilities to be transferred and the qualifications of the District. These
findings and determinations are set forth below or otherwise contained in this
Agreement.

1.

ii.

1il.

The District is a Qualifying Entity Under 43 U.S.C. § 2902(5). The District is
a lawfully organized political subdivision of the State of Arizona and has been
the operator of the Project Facility since 1962. The District is responsible for
the operation, maintenance, and care of the Project Facility in support of the
water distribution system. The District has technical and financial capacity to,
and intends to, continue to operate, maintain, and care for the Project Facility
to be Transferred for the same purposes for which the property has been
managed under the Reclamation laws.

The Project Facility to be Transferred is an Eligible Facility Under 43 U.S.C.

§ 2902(2), (3) and 2903. Reclamation has screened the Project Facility to be
Transferred by an examination in the field, as identified in Exhibit C, FY 2023
Review of Operations and Maintenance and Pre-Transfer Facility Report,
attached hereto and by reference made a part hereof, a review of the records of
Reclamation and the District, as well as by the historic and current uses, and
determined that it is eligible for transfer pursuant to the Dingell Act. The
eligibility requirements for the facility to be included in a title transfer as set
forth in the Dingell Act and agency policy are met and reflected as
determinations or conditions of this Agreement.

Repayment Obligations. Public Law 98-530 (98 Stat. 2698), the Ak-Chin
Water Rights Settlement Act (Settlement Act), enacted on October 19, 1984,
authorized and directed the Secretary of the Interior to amend the repayment
contracts of the three districts in the Yuma Mesa Division (Yuma Irrigation
District, the Yuma Mesa Irrigation and Drainage District, and the North Gila
Valley Irrigation and Drainage District) to conform to the provisions of the
Settlement Act. Specifically, Section 2(g)(4) of the Settlement Act provided
that all remaining repayment obligations owing to the United States on the
date of the Settlement Act are to be discharged. Consequently, contract

No. 5-07-30-W0093 discharged all repayment obligations of the District as of
October 19, 1984.
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1v.

Vi.

vil.

Viil.

Consultation. This Agreement has been developed in consultation with any
existing water and power customers affected by the conveyance of the eligible
facility in accordance with 43 U.S.C. § 2903(a)(2). The only existing water
and power customers affected by the conveyance of the eligible facility are the
Project beneficiaries and are represented by the elected Yuma Irrigation
District Board of Directors who are in support of this transfer as reflected by
their 2023-4 Resolution dated September 12, 2023 as identified in Exhibit J,
Memorandum of Agreement and Contributed Funds Act Agreement.

No Unmitigated Environmental Effect. The environmental review process
described below in Section 7 of this Agreement confirms there is no
unmitigated environmental effect associated with this transfer.

Trust Responsibilities. This transfer of title does not affect Reclamation trust
responsibilities for any federally recognized Indian Tribes. Reclamation
initiated early communications with the Tribes about the proposed title
transfer process. Reclamation staff collaborated with Tribal staff regarding the
Project Facility to be Transferred to the District and the associated process.
The Tribes have not communicated any concerns or disagreements with the
transfer of title as documented in Exhibit E, Arizona State Historic
Preservation Office Concurrence, attached hereto and by reference made a
part hereof.

Financial Interest of the United States The transfer of title is in the financial
interest of the United States. In reaching this conclusion, Reclamation
considered whether the consideration to be paid to the government plus any
additional benefits to the United States equals or exceeds the value of
outstanding repayment obligations and revenue streams to the United States.
Furthermore, Reclamation anticipates that the United States will receive
certain unquantified benefits from the transfer in the form of avoided
administrative and oversight costs, reduced federal liability arising from
ownership of the Project Facility to be Transferred, and fulfillment of the self-
governance objectives of the Reclamation programs.

Treaty Compliance. This transfer of title complies with any applicable
international and Tribal treaties and agreements and interstate compacts and
agreements. Reclamation, in working with the District, beneficiaries, and
stakeholders to assess potential adverse impacts to the interests of
beneficiaries and stakeholder, have determined no adverse impacts throughout
the process and the Title Transfer Eligibity Report.
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1X.

Xi.

Xil.

Public Interest Protected. This transfer of title protects the public aspects of
the Project Facility to be Transferred. Reclamation staff have worked with the
District, beneficiaries, and stakeholders to assess potential adverse impacts to
the interests of beneficiaries and stakeholders. No adverse impacts have been
determined as documented throughout the process.

No Adverse Impact on Water Delivery. This transfer of title will not result in
an adverse impact on fulfillment of existing water delivery obligations,
consistent with historical operations and applicable contracts. The District will
continue to fulfill existing water delivery obligations.

Environmental Site Assessment Compliance. No dam or diversion works are
included in the Project Facility and associated lands to be Transferred through
this action. Therefore, no determination on this point is required for this
transfer. Additionally, on October 8, 2024, the District passed Board
Resolution 2024-3, releasing the United States from liability for any
hazardous materials located on the Project Facility to be Transferred.

Power Uses Not Affected. The transfer will not adversely impact applicable
federal power rates, repayment obligations, or other Project power uses.

6. COMMITMENTS OF THE PARTIES

a. The District shall:

1.

11.

1il.

1v.

Acceptance of Title. The District shall accept title to Project Facility to be
Transferred “as is” without warranty.

Operation of Transferred Facility. The District shall manage and use the
Project Facility to be Transferred for substantially the same purposes for
which it is being used at the time of this Agreement. The District’s
commitment was affirmed on September 12, 2023, when the District Board
passed Resolution No. 2023-4, whereby, among other things, the District
Board acknowledged its intention to continue to operate and maintain the
Project Facility to be Transferred consistent with current and historical use
herein as identified as Exhibit J, attached hereto and made a part hereof. The
District shall be solely responsible for the care, operation, and maintenance of
the Project Facility without cost or expense to the United States.

Consideration for Title. Total compensation to be paid by the District for title
transfer is $0.00.

Cultural Resource Compliance. The National Historic Preservation Act
requirements have been satisfied, as documented in Exhibit E.
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v. District Resolution. In a resolution passed September 12, 2023, Exhibit J, the

District verified and affirmed its commitment to the title transfer, and its
eligibility as a qualifying non-federal entity, including the applicability of the
Categorical Exclusion (CE) Qualification Factors discussed below and as
herein identified in Exhibit D, attached hereto and by reference made a part
hereof. Specifically, the District affirmed their qualification factors of the
MOA which discussed the following:

1.

The District has the technical capability to maintain and operate the
facility and lands on a permanent basis and an ability to meet financial
obligations associated with the transfer asset.

The District has no plans to change the maintenance, operations, or use
of the lands with the transferred facility.

The District confirms there are no competing demands for use of the
transferred facility.

The District confirms the facility proposed for transfer is not
hydrologically integrated with other facilities thereby impacting other
contractors, stakeholders or activities.

The transfer would not include lands or facilities involving Indian trust
responsibilities.

The District ensures that issues involving existing contracts and
agreements, and interstate compacts and agreements, are resolved, and
treaty and international agreement obligations are fulfilled prior to
transfer.

The District confirms it will have responsibility for all commitments
and agreements into the future.

Potentially affected state, local, and tribal governments, appropriate
Federal agencies, and the public will be notified of the initiation of
discussion to transfer title and will have: (a) the opportunity to
comment and suggest options for remedying any problems; and (b) full
access to relevant information, including proposals, analyses, and
reports related to the proposed transfer. The title transfer process will
be carried out in an open and public manner. If a project or facility is
not eligible for transfer under Public Law 116-9, Title VIII, the
transfer proponent may seek legislation to authorize the negotiated
terms of the transfer of each project or facility.
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V.

Recording. The District, at its own cost, shall record a copy of this Agreement
including the duly executed deeds with the appropriate local jurisdiction as
may be necessary and provide a recorded copy to Reclamation.

b. The United States shall:

1.

ii.

Transfer of Title. The United States shall transfer all of its right, title, and
interest in and to the Project Facility t as further described herein and pursuant
to the terms and conditions herein. Specifically, Reclamation shall convey to
the District by quitclaim deed in the form contained in Exhibit G, attached
hereto and by reference made a part hereof, all the United States’ right, title,
and interest in the Project Facility to include the constructed, operated, and
maintained office building, and one (1) parcel of acquired land, as well as any
rights-of-way and easements whether directly acquired under the federal
Reclamation Laws, granted and reserved under the Canal Act and exercised or
in use by the United States for the Project Facility.

Description of Project Facility. The Project Facility to be Transferred shall
include the following, as also described and depicted in Exhibits A, B, and G:

1. Office Building. All portions of the constructed, operated, and
maintained Project Facility (office building) and appurtenances
thereunto belonging or appertaining, including but not limited to
structures, fixtures, and improvements thereon whether or not
permanently attached thereto.

2. One Fee Simple Parcel. One (1) parcel of land, including both the
surface and mineral estates, encompassing approximately 1.29 acres,
more or less; together with all improvements and appurtenances
thereunto belonging or appertaining, including but not limited to,
facilities, and fixtures, whether or not permanently attached.

3. Rights-of-Way and Easements. All rights-of-way and easements,
whether directly acquired, acquired by condemnation, granted or
reserved by state law, or reserved by the Canal Act and amendments
thereof and supplemental thereto and exercised or in use by the United
States for the presently constructed Project Facility (office building)
and associated lands within the Yuma Irrigation District of the Gila
Project, depicted on Exhibits A and B, attached hereto and by
reference made a part hereof, together with the right to enter upon the
rights-of-way and easements for the purposes of repairing maintaining,
or reconstructing the Project Facility or other facilities located thereon;
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iil.

1v.

vi.

Provided, however, that the statutory reservation of rights to the
United States under the Canal Act shall stand and are not affected by
this transfer of title. This reservation of rights to the United States
may in the future be exercised by the United States with respect to the
lands that are the subject of this title transfer.

4. Additional Interests. The Parties have sought to identify the Project
Facility to be Transferred. To the extent that additional facilities, parts
of facilities, and/or associated land interests are subsequently
identified that the Parties agree should have appropriately been
included, such additional facilities, parts of facilities, and/or associated
land interests will, subject to necessary regulatory compliance
activities (see Section 7 of this Agreement), if any, and in coordination
with involved stakeholders, automatically be considered part of this
Agreement and an appropriate deed executed by Reclamation if
needed.

Water Rights: Reclamation holds no water rights in the Project Facility and
associated lands.

Third-Party Authorizations. Following the execution of this Agreement, the
District shall coordinate with Reclamation for the transfer and delivery of all
third-party authorizations and agreements related to the Project Facility to be
Transferred to which the benefits, payments, and responsibilities of the United
States arising after the date of the quitclaim deed shall inure to the benefit of
and be binding upon the District. Reclamation will provide existing electronic
records to the District at no charge. The District shall reimburse the United
States for all costs of duplication and delivery.

Record Review. Following the execution of this Agreement, Reclamation
shall provide the District reasonable access to all non-privileged United States
records pertaining to the design, construction, operation, and maintenance of,
and specification for, the Project Facility to be Transferred. The District shall
notify Reclamation in writing of the specific records it wishes to have copied.
Reclamation shall provide one copy each of all identified records following
the receipt of said request from the District. Reclamation will provide existing
electronic records to the District at no charge. The District shall reimburse the
United States for all costs of any requested duplication and delivery.

Federal Divestiture. Upon the transfer of the identified Project Facility, the
facility will no longer be considered part of a Reclamation Project, and
Reclamation will be entirely divested of all rights, interest and responsibilities
related to the Project Facility as described in this Agreement. Further, the
Project Facility shall no longer be authorized for federal use and shall no
longer be held in federal ownership, control or jurisdiction.
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vii. Liability. Effective on the date and time of title transfer, the United States
shall not be held liable by any court for damages of any kind arising out of
any act, omission, or occurrence relating to the transferred Project Facility
other than damages caused by acts of negligence committed by the United
States or by agents or employees of the United States, subject to the
provisions of the Federal Tort Claims Act 28 USC §§ 2671 et. seq. Nothing in
this section increases the liability of the United States beyond that currently
provided in the Federal Tort Claims Act.

viii. Officials Not to Benefit. No Member of or Delegate to the Congress, Resident
Commissioner, or official of the District will be admitted to any share or part
of the Agreement or to any benefit that may arise out of it other than as a
water user in the same manner as other water users.

ix. Freedom of Information Act. Any information furnished to Reclamation under
this Agreement is subject to the Freedom of Information Act (5 U.S.C. § 552).

x. Compliance with Laws and Regulations. Following title transfer, the District
shall continue to comply will all applicable federal, state, and local laws and
regulations.

xi. Severability. If any one or more provisions contained in the Agreement is, for
any reason, held to be invalid, illegal, or unenforceable in any respect, such
invalidity, illegality, or unenforceability will not affect any other provisions of
this Agreement. This Agreement is to be construed as if such invalid, illegal,
or unenforceable provisions had never been contained in this Agreement,
unless the deletion of such provision or provisions would result in such a
material change so as to cause the fundamental benefits afforded the Parties
by this Agreement to become unavailable or materially altered.

xil. Non-Assignability. This Agreement and the rights and obligations hereunder
are not assignable without the express written consent of the Parties.

7. COMPLIANCE WITH FEDERAL LAW

The Dingell Act provides that before conveying an eligible facility to a qualifying entity, the
Secretary shall comply with applicable federal environmental laws, including the following:
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a. The National Environmental Policy Act of 1969 (42 U.S.C. § 4321 et seq.)(NEPA).
The NEPA requirements have been satisfied with the issuance of the Title Transfer of
Yuma Irrigation District South Gila Headquarters Categorical Exclusion (CE), which
was utilized for NEPA compliance for this title transfer because it was determined by
Reclamation that CE qualifications were met. The CE was signed on March 4, 2022,
as shown in Exhibit D.

b. The Endangered Species Act of 1973 (16 U.S.C. § 1531 et seq.)(ESA). Reclamation
conducted a review of the Project Facility and made the determination that the
conveyance action, as proposed, will have no effect to species listed as threatened or
endangered under the ESA. Further, it was determined there would be no adverse
modification to critical habitat. This determination was based on the premise that no
ESA-listed species or designated critical habitat are known to occur within, or
immediately adjacent to, the Project Facility to be Transferred.

c. The National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (54 U.S.C. § 300101 et seq.)(NHPA).
The NHPA requirements have been satisfied. In accordance with NHPA, Reclamation
has worked with the District, the Arizona State Historic Preservation Officer (SHPO),
and Tribes to complete consultation on the proposed title transfer. This included field
surveys of all above-ground buildings and structures. No cultural resources were
identified during the inventory. The SHPO, the District, the Tribes, and Reclamation
agreed the proposed title transfer actions will have no historic properties affected per
36 CFR 800.4(d)(1). SHPO concurrence with Reclamation's findings was signed on
July 28, 2021 as shown in Exhibit E.

d. The Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation, and Liability Act (42
U.S.C. § 9601 et seq.)(CERCLA). The CERCLA requirements have been satisfied.
Reclamation completed a Low-Intensity Real Property Questionnaire Checklist land
that is the subject of the title transfer within Yuma County, Arizona: Township 8
South, Range 22 West, Sections 33. The environmental transaction screenings
included site visits on July 25, 2023, and a search of the Reclamation and District
files. The screenings and completion of the report and checklists were performed in
conformance with the scope and limitations of the American Society for Testing and
Materials (ASTM) Practice E1528-14 and Reclamation Manual Directive and
Standards LND 08-02 and other applicable Reclamation standards. Based on the
checklists, there was no evidence of recognized environmental conditions in
connection with the Project Facility to be Transferred. In addition, the natural
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resource specialists completing the checklists determined the risk of contamination
was low. On October 8, 2024, the District passed Board Resolution 2024-3, releasing
the United States from liability for any hazardous materials located on the Project
Facility to be Transferred, agreed that if the transfer is completed that the District is
the potentially responsible party, and will accept the premises and appurtenances “as
1s,” as shown in Exhibit I.

8. CONGRESSIONAL NOTICE OF TITLE TRANSFER

Notice to Congress. Pursuant to 43 U.S.C. § 2903, on , Reclamation submitted to
Congress the required written notice of this proposed title transfer, contained in Exhibit H,
indicating Reclamation will convey all right, title, and interest of the United States in and to
the District subject to the terms and conditions included in this Agreement unless Congress
enacts a joint resolution disapproving the conveyance within 90 days of notice. Congress has
not passed a joint resolution rejecting this transfer of title to the District. Therefore,
Reclamation is authorized to enter into this Agreement.

9. NOTICES

a. Principal Contacts. The principal contacts for any notice or request authorized
or required by this Agreement will be as follows:

Yuma Area Office Manager
Bureau of Reclamation
7301 Calle Agua Salada
Yuma, Arizona 85364
928-343-8100

District Manager

Yuma Irrigation District
9510 Avenue 7E

Yuma, Arizona 85365
928-726-1047

b. Notices in Writing. All notices given under this Agreement shall be in writing and
may be delivered by personal delivery; electronic mail (e-mail); via recognized
delivery services such as United Parcel Service (UPS) or Federal Express (FedEx); or
by deposit in the United States Postal Service (USPS).

c. Change of Principal Contact. The designation of the principal contact addressee or
the address may be changed by notice given to the other Party.
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10. SIGNATURES

IN WITNESS THEREOF, the authorized signatures for the United States and the District below
signify their acceptance of the terms of this Agreement.

United States of America Date
U.S. Department of the Interior

Bureau of Reclamation

David Palumbo, Acting Commissioner

President, Yuma Irrigation District Date

By:

Title:
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DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA )
' §
)

On the day of ,20 ,
personally appeared before me, known to me to be the official of the UNITED STATES OF
AMERICA that executed the within and foregoing instrument and acknowledged said instrument
to be the free and voluntary act and deed of said United States, for the uses and purposes therein
mentioned, and on oath stated that he/she is authorized to execute said instrument.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand and affixed my official seal the day and
year first above written.

Notary Public in and for the District of Columbia
(SEAL) Residing at
My commission expires:
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Photo 11: Files and records room number 5. (Reclamation/C. Patane)

Photo 12: Typical suspended acoustical ceiling. (Reclamation/C. Patane)



Photo 14: Conference room, Room number 6. (Reclamation/C. Patane)



EXHIBIT D — CATEGORICAL EXCLUSION



BUREAU OF RECLAMATION
LOWER COLORADO REGION—YUMA AREA OFFICE
Categorical Exclusion Checklist

DATE: 03/2/2022 CATEGORICAL EXCLUSION NO.: YAO-CEC-22-010

PROJECT NAME: Title Transfer of Yuma Irrigation District South Gila Headquarters

Proposed Action: The Bureau of Reclamation proposes to Title Transfer a 1.29 acre parcel of Reclamation
land to the Yuma Irrigation District (YID). The parcel of land (No. 668-52-124) is located at 9510 Avenue 7E,
along the South Gila Valley Main Canal in Yuma, Arizona. The YID office building and associated facilities
are also included in the Title transfer.

Project Area: The project is located north of Interstate 8 at the intersection of East County 9% Street and
Avenue 7E, see attached location map.

EXCLUSION CATEGORY: The proposed activity considered under this CEC is in accordance with the
following categorical exclusion(s) listed in Departmental Manual 516:

516 DM 14.5 paragraph f:

Transfer from Federal ownership of facilities and/or interest lands to a qualifying entity where there
are no competing demands for use of the facilities, where facilities are not hydrologically
integrated; where, at the time of transfer, there would be no planned change in land or water use, or
in operation, or maintenance of the facilities; and where the transfer would be consistent with the
Secretary’s responsivities, including but not limited to existing contracts or agreements, the
protection of land resources and water rights held in trust for Federally recognized Indian tribes
and Indian Individuals, and ensuring compliance with international treaties and interstate compacts.

EVALUATION OF CRITERIA FOR CATEGORICAL EXCLUSION

1. This action or group of actions would have significant effect on

the quality of the human environment. (40 CFR 1502.3) No X Uncertain O Yes [
2. This action or group of actions would have highly controversial

environmental effects or involve unresolved conflicts

concerning alternative uses of available resources.

(NEPA Section 102(2) (E) and 43 CFR 46.215 (¢)) No X Uncertain O Yes [l
3. This action would have significant impacts on public health and
safety. (43 CFR 46.215 (a)) No X Uncertain [0 Yes [

Title Transfer of Yuma Irrigation District South Gila Headquarters
3/2/2022
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4. This action would have significant impacts on such natural

resources and unique geographic characteristics as historic or

cultural resources; park, recreation or refuge lands; wilderness

areas; wild or scenic rivers; national natural landmarks; sole or

principal drinking water aquifers; prime farmlands; wetlands

(EO 11990); floodplains (EO 11988); national monuments;

migratory birds; and other ecologically significant or critical

areas. (43 CFR 46.215 (b)) No KX Uncertain [ Yes
5. The action would have highly uncertain and potentially

significant environmental effects or involve unique or unknown

environmental risks. (43 CFR 46.215 (d)) No KX Uncertain [ Yes
6. This action would establish a precedent for future action or

represent a decision in principle about the future actions with

potentially significant environmental effects.

(43 CFR 46.215 (e)) No [ Uncertain [ Yes
7. This action would have a direct relationship to other actions

with individually insignificant but cumulatively significant

environmental effects. (43 CFR 46.215 (1)) No K Uncertain [ Yes
8. This action would have significant impacts on properties listed

or eligible for listing on the National Register of Historic Places

as determined by Reclamation. (43 CFR 46.215 (g)) No X Uncertain [ Yes
9. This action would have significant impacts on species listed or

proposed to be listed, on the List of Threatened or Endangered

Species or have significant impacts on designated Critical

Habitat for these species. (43 CFR 46.215 (h)) No X Uncertain
10. This action would violate Federal, State, local, or tribal law or

requirements imposed for protection of the environment.

(43 CFR 46.215 (1)) No
11. This action will adversely affect Indian Trust Assets (ITA).

(S.0.3175) No
12. This action would have a disproportionately high and adverse

effect on low income or minority populations.

(43 CFR 46.215 (j)) No
13. This action would limit access to and ceremonial use of Indian

sacred sites on Federal lands by Indian religious practitioners or

significantly adversely affect the physical integrity of such

sacred sites (EO 13007). (43 CFR 46.215 (k)) No X Uncertain [ Yes
14. This action would contribute to the introduction, continued

existence, or spread of noxious weeds or non-native invasive

species known to occur in the area or result in actions that may

promote the introduction, growth, or expansion of the range of

such species. (Federal Noxious Weed Control Act and

EO 13112) (43 CFR 46.215 (1)) No KX Uncertain [ Yes

Yes

[=

Uncertain Yes

Uncertain Yes

o |
o |

bk

Uncertain Yes

[=

Title Transfer of Yuma Irrigation District South Gila Headquarters
3/2/2022
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NEPA ACTION PROPOSED

Categorical Exclusion X
EA [O

EIS [

COMMITMENTS, EXPLANATION, REMARKS

Commitments
1. Project area is located within previously disturbed areas.
2. A Phase I environmental site assessment shall be completed by YID.
3. Hazardous materials (asbestos and lead based paint) survey shall be conducted for the YID office.

401 Water Quality Certification
A water quality certification will not be required for this action.

404 Permit
A 404 permit will not be required for this action.

Endangered Species Act

Reclamation has conducted a review of potential threatened and endangered species that may have the
potential for occurrence within the Proposed Action area. Through this review, Reclamation has made a “no
effects” determination under the Endangered Species Act on all species with the potential for occurrence.
This determination was reached based on a review of the following items, 1) the scope of the proposed action;
2) a list of sensitive species with the potential for occurrence or the presence of listed critical habitat; and 3)
potential impacts to habitat from the project. Activities associated with the Proposed Action would occur in
an area that is already utilized for maintenance activities and office space by YID. In addition, the
surrounding area is associated with continuous agricultural farming and residential housing. Habitat required
for the presence of sensitive species or critical habitat was not identified near the Proposed Action area.
Additionally, no native vegetation, wetlands, or riparian habitats will be impacted.

Migratory Bird Treaty Act
No take of protected species is anticipated; no suitable habitat for protected species will be impacted through
implementation of the project.

Cultural Resources

On August 27, 2019, the Arizona State Historic Preservation Officer (SHPO) concurred with Reclamation’s
determination of no historic properties affected for demolition and reconstruction of the Yuma Irrigation
District (YID) headquarters office building, located at 9510 Avenue 7E. On July 28, 2021, the SHPO
concurred with Reclamation’s determination of no historic properties affected for title transfer of the
underlying 1.29- acre parcel, as well. No historic properties were identified on the parcel, which was
disturbed during construction of the office building in 1962-1963. The Section 106 process for both
undertakings is now complete, and the title transfer may proceed.

Title Transfer of Yuma Irrigation District South Gila Headquarters
3/2/2022
Page 3 of §


















Reclamation is consulting and requesting concurrence from your office on a determination of ro historic
properties affected for the title transfer. Please contact Ms. Andrea Kayser, Archaeologist, via email at
akayser@usbr.gov if you have any questions. We would appreciate your reply within 30 days.

Sincerely,
Digitally signed by
C H R lSTO P H CHRISTOPHER WALLIS
Date: 2021.07.07
ER WALLIS  g54151 0700
Christopher M. Wallis
Acting Area Manager

Enclosures — 3

CONCUR
No Historic PropertiesAffected

'h\w..b e~ Dol X 7728021

Arizona State Historic Preservation Office
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Figure 1. Portions of the USGS 7.5' Fortuna and Yuma East, Ariz. topographic quadrangles,
showing the location of the subject parcel and land jurisdiction.
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[EXTERNAL] Re: Yuma Irrigation District (YID) Office land title transfer

Jill McCormick <hpoquechantribe@gmail.com>
Tue 6/29/2021 9:59 AM

To: Kayser, Andrea <akayser@usbr.gov>
Cc: DeSantiago, Julian A <jdesantiago@usbr.gov>

This email has been received from outside of DOI - Use caution before clicking on links,
opening attachments, or responding.

Hi Andrea,

Good speaking with you yesterday as well. | just spoke to Manfred about the title transfer and we
both agreed that we do not have any concerns with the tranfer.

Jill

H. Jill McCormick, M.A.
Historic Preservation Officer
Quechan Tribe

Cell: 928-261-0254

Office: 760-572-2423

On Tue, Jun 29, 2021 at 8:59 AM Kayser, Andrea <akayser@usbr.gov> wrote:
Hi Jill,

Nice talking with you yesterday! The U.S. Bureau of Reclamation is considering transferring ownership
of 1.29 acres of federal land underlying the Yuma Irrigation District (YID) office building, shop, and
parking area (see attached map and aerial photo). The parcel is located at the intersection of East
County 9% Street and Avenue 7E, just east of Araby Rd. and south of US 95. Thomas Jones at
Archaeological Consulting Services (ACS) previously evaluated the office building (constructed in 1962-
1963) and recommended it not eligible for inclusion on the National Register of Historic Places
(NRHP). Transferring the 1.29 acre lot to private ownership would be a federal undertaking subject to
Section 106 consultation.



| am reaching out to ask if the Cultural Committee has any concerns about the title transfer? It is
unlikely that subsurface archaeological materials would be identified, as the parcel was heavily
disturbed in the past by construction of the office building, shop, and parking area. If there are no
concerns, then | will move forward with a determination of no historic properties affected for the title
transfer.

Please respond to this email at your earliest convenience.
Thank you,

Andrea Kayser, MA

Yuma Area Office Archaeologist

U.S. Bureau of Reclamation

Interior Region 8, Lower Colorado Basin
7301 Calle Agua Salada

Yuma, Arizona 85364
akayser@usbr.gov



EXHIBIT F — BOARD OF DIRECTOR’S RESOLUTION — APPROVAL OF
TITLE TRANSFER PACKAGE



YUMA IRRIGATION DISTRICT
RESOLUTION 2024-2

_Resolution Approving Title Transfer

WHEREAS, the John D. Dingell, Jr. Conservation, Management, and Recreation
Act of 2019, (Pub. Law. 116-9, Title VIII, Subtitle A; 133 Stat. 804;43 U.S.C. 2902, et seq.)
(the Dingell Act) provides for the transfer of title to eligible Reclamation project facilities and
certain associated real property interests to qualifying entities on the completion of
repayment of capital costs without further authorization from Congress;

WHEREAS, the United States holds title to the irrigation and supporting facilities of
the Gila Project, Yuma Mesa Division, South Gila Valley Unit (Project). Yuma Irrigation
District (YID or the District) is responsible for the operation, maintenance, and replacement
of the Project facility under contract No. 14-06-300-1270 dated July 23, 1962, as amended
and supplemented on October 25, 1965; May 10, 1971; May 17, 1973; and on June 27,
1985, by contract No. 5-07-30-W0093. The aforementioned contracts also provide for the
delivery of Colorado River water by the United States for the irrigation of lands within the
District service area and for the repayment of project costs to the United States;

WHEREAS, when the United States constructed the Project, the United States
acquired lands, rights-of-way, and easements under the Federal Reclamation Laws and
the Act of August 30,1890 (the Canal Act), including the lands underlying the District’s
office and shop;

WHEREAS, the District is a recognized irrigation district organized under the laws
of the State of Arizona and a qualifying entity under the Dingell Act, and is responsible for
the delivery of irrigation water to approximately 10,600 acres of irrigable land;

WHEREAS, the District’s office and shop, and the lands underlying the same, are
eligible facilities under the Dingell Act;

WHEREAS, the District believes that the title transfer of the office, shop and
underlying lands will benefit all District landowners;

WHEREAS, Reclamation and the District have taken various steps to proceed with
title transfer, including that certain Memorandum of Agreement dated March 16, 2023
(MOA 23-07-34-L2153), that certain Agreement for Contribution of Funds dated April 19,
2023 (CFA 23-07-34-L2153), and the draft Title Transfer Agreement, Transfer Eligibility
Report, and quitclaim deeds;

WHEREAS, the various agreements and documents must be presented to and
approved by the Commissioner of Reclamation and Congress;



WHEREAS, Reclamation’s Lower Colorado Basin Region is prepared to submit the
same to the Commissioner, and, if approved, the Commissioner would submit notification
to Congress as required by the Act; and,

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of Directors has reviewed
and approves the following for submission to the Commissioner and, provided neither the
Commissioner nor Congress disapproves the conveyance, authorizes execution by the
District President of:

s Title Transfer Agreement (Agreement Between the United States of America
Department of the Interior Bureau of Reclamation and Yuma lIrrigation District to
Transfer Title to Federally Owned Project Faciiity, interests and Lands
Associated within the Gila Project, Arizona);

2. Yuma lIrrigation District Title Transfer Quitclaim Deeds; and,

3. Yuma lIrrigation District Transfer Eligibility Report (non-binding, informal report).

The foregoing Resolution having been read, motioned, and seconded for its passage and
adoption. After consideration, roll was called thereon and the following members of the
Board of Directors of the Yuma Irrigation District present, voted in favor of the passage of
the motion and adoption of such Resolution as follows: Ayes: Mark R. Smith, Floyd Dunn,
Amanda Brooks. Nayes: None. Passage of said Resolution having been unanimously
consented to by the elected Board of Directors of the Yuma Irrigation District constituting
a quorum was by President Mark R. Smith declared duly passed and adopted this 10" day
of September, 2024.

YUMA IRRIGATION DISTRICT

St LA /Z/%L

President of the District

Attest:

Mﬂ” it C}_:_ ﬁw/

Secretar@of the District




EXHIBIT G — CONVEYANCE DOCUMENT — QUITCLAIM DEED



Please return a certified copy
Of recorded document to:

U. S. Bureau of Reclamation
32 C Street N.W.

Ephrata, WA 98823

THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
BUREAU OF RECLAMATION
AND YUMA IRRIGATION DISTRICT
TO TRANSFER TITLE TO FEDERALLY OWNED PROJECT FACILITY,
INTERESTS, AND ASSOCIATED LANDS WITHIN THE GILA PROJECT,
ARIZONA

QUITCLAIM DEED

THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA (Grantor), herein after referred to as the United
States, acting by and through the Department of the Interior, Bureau of Reclamation, pursuant to
Title VIII of the John D. Dingell, Jr. Conservation, Management, and Recreation Act of 2019
(Public Law 116-9, 133 Stat. 804; 43 U.S.C. 2902, et seq), and for good and valuable
consideration as detailed in the approved Agreement Between the United States of America and
Yuma Irrigation District to Transfer Title to Federally Owned Facility Within the Gila Project

R , 20 hereinafter referred to as “Title Transfer Agreement,”
and by this reference made a part hereof, and recorded in the Auditor’s Office of Yuma County,
Arizona does hereby REMISE, RELEASE, AND FOREVER QUITCLAIM unto the YUMA
IRRIGATION DISTRICT (Grantee), an irrigation district duly organized under the laws of
the State of Arizona, its successors and assigns, all of the right, title and interest, without
warranties, of the United States in and to the project facility, including certain land and interests
in land, as described below for the purposes described in Public Law 116-9 and subject to all the
conditions, restrictions and limitations therein prescribed.

PROJECT FACILITY, including certain land and interests in land, transferred herein include
the following situated in Yuma County, Arizona, to wit:

1. Real property described in Exhibit A, attached hereto and by this reference made a part
hereof; TOGETHER WITH all improvements and appurtenances thereunto belonging or
in anywise appertaining, included but not limited to the project facility and associated
lands.

2. All portions of the constructed, operated, and maintained facility, improvements and
appurtenances thereunto belonging or in anywise appertaining, the location of which is
shown on Exhibit B (map), attached hereto and by this reference made a part thereof,
including but not limited to, project facility and associated lands within the Gila Project
of the Bureau of Reclamation.



3. All rights-of-way and easements, whether directly acquired, acquired by condemnation,
granted or reserved by state law, or reserved by the Act of August 30, 1890 (43 U.S.C.
945) and amendments thereof and supplemental thereto and exercised or in use by the
United States for the presently constructed project facility and associated lands within the
Yuma Irrigation District of the Gila Project, depicted on Exhibit C, attached hereto and
by reference made a part hereof, together with the right to enter upon the rights-of-way
and easements for the purposes of repairing maintaining, or reconstructing the project
facility or other facilities located thereon; TOGETHER WITH all and singular the
improvements and appurtenances thereunto belonging or in anywise appertaining,
including but not limited to all facilities, transmission lines, transformers, fixtures, and
improvements thereon whether or not permanently attached thereto, and roads located
thereon; and

TOGETHER WITH all third party agreements associated with said project facility, including
certain land and interests in land.

SUBJECT TO the following conditions, reservations, exceptions, and other outstanding rights:
1. valid existing rights;
2. the rights, if any, that were reserved in the original patents on said premises;
3. rights-of-way of record or in use for roads and highways, utilities, and railroads; and

4. the reservation of a right-of-way for ditches and canals being of the same character
and scope as that created with respect to certain public lands by the Act of August 30,
1890 (43 U.S.C. 945) as it has been or may hereafter be amended; and

ALSO SUBJECT TO permits, licenses, leases, rights-of-use, or rights-of-way of record
outstanding in third parties on, over, or across said project lands or facilities in accordance with
the Title Transfer Agreement, including certain lands or interests in land, to which the benefits
and responsibilities of the United States arising after the date of this deed shall inure to the
benefit of and be binding upon the Yuma Irrigation District.

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT THE INFORMATION CONTAINED IN THIS
NOTICE IS IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE AUTHORITY OF REGULATIONS
PROMULGATED UNDER SECTION 120(h) OF THE COMPREHENSIVE
ENVIRONMENTAL RESPONSE LIABILITY, AND COMPENSATION ACT (CERCLA OR
"SUPERFUND"), 42 U.S.C. SECTION 9620(h).

a. The United States has completed a Low-Intensity Real Property Questionnaire
Checklist for the property being conveyed, including site visits on July 25, 2023, and
a search of files at the Bureau of Reclamation to identify available information with
respect to hazardous substances that were stored for one year or more, known to have
been released, or disposed of on the property. The property is being conveyed to the
Grantee in the same condition as existed on the dates of said site inspections. The
Grantee stipulates that it is the potentially responsible party and accepts the premises

Page 2 of 6



b. and appurtenances as is, therefore releasing the United States of all current and future
liability. On October 8, 2024, the District passed Board Resolution 2024-3, releasing
the United States from liability for any hazardous materials located on the Project
Facility to be Transferred, agreed that if the transfer is completed that the District is
the potentially responsible party, and will accept the premises and appurtenances “as
is,” as shown in Exhibit D.

FURTHER CONVEYANCES may be required because of the discovery of additional project
facilities for the Yuma Irrigation District Office and associated lands within the Gila Project,
currently operated and maintained by the Yuma Irrigation District located in Yuma County,
Arizona, that are not depicted or listed on the Exhibits, or to more specifically and legally
describe the project facilities; then the United States, through the Bureau of Reclamation, and the
Yuma Irrigation District shall make reasonable efforts to accomplish such conveyances on the
same terms and conditions set forth hereinabove.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the United States, through its duly appointed officer, has hereunto
set hand and seal the day of ,20

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

By:

Michael D. Norris, Area Manager
Yuma Area Office

Interior Region 8: Lower Colorado Basin
Bureau of Reclamation

Department of the Interior
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NOTARIAL ACKNOWLEDGMENT

State of Arizona)

County of Yuma)

On this ___day of ,20___, before me, , a Notary Public in and for said

County and State personally appeared . Area Manager, Yuma Area
Name

Office, Lower Colorado Region, Bureau of Reclamation, United States Department of the
Interior, known to me to be the person described in the foregoing instrument, and acknowledged
to me that executed the same on behalf of the United States of America in the capacity

therein stated and for the purpose therein contained.

(Notary Seal) Notary Public

Description of document this notarial certificate is being attached to:

Type/Title Contract and License No. 23-07-34-1.2153

Date of Document

Number of Pages 6 pages and Exhibits A, B, C, and D

Additional Signers (other than

| . ) Yuma Irrigation District
those named in the notarial certificate) &

Page 4 of 6



ACCEPTANCE OF YUMA IRRIGATION DISTRICT

The foregoing conveyance is hereby accepted by the Yuma Irrigation District. further agrees, by
this acceptance, to the sufficiency of the conveyance and to comply with the terms and covenants
of the within and foregoing Quitclaim Deed. Yuma Irrigation District further agrees by this
acceptance to assume and be bound by all the obligations, conditions, covenants, and agreements
therein contained.

YUMA IRRIGATION DISTRICT

Name:

Title:

Page Sof 6



NOTARIAL ACKNOWLEDGMENT

State of Arizona)

County of Yuma)

On this __ day of ,20__, before me, , a Notary Public in and for said

County and State personally appeared . Manager, Yuma Irrigation
Name

District (District), known to me to be the person described in the foregoing instrument, and

acknowledged to me that executed the same on behalf of the District in the capacity

therein stated and for the purpose therein contained.

(Notary Seal) Notary Public

Description of document this notarial certificate is being attached to:

Type/Title Contract and License No. 23-07-34-L2053

Date of Document

Number of Pages 6 pages and Exhibits A, B, C, and D

Additional Signers (other than

: . ) Bureau of Reclamation
those named in the notarial certificate)
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" THIS INDENTURE, made this 18%h day of June e

196 3, between YUMA mucxuon DISTRICT, & Municipal coxpoution.' Hog

organized nnd axincing under and by virtue of the lawl of the State
of Arizona, hercinnfter styled District and THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

+

and its assigns, hereinafter styled the United Statcl'

¢ _ HITNESSETH That the District for und in consideration of
che num of One Dollnr ($1.00) lawtful money of the United States of
America to it in hand paid tn pursuance of the provisions of the Act
of Junae 17, 1902 (32 stat. 388), and acts amendatory thereof or

supplomentary thereto, by the United States, the receipt whereof is hereby
-y

~—————*———**—~acknow1edgpdr—hal—granted;-bargatned'and-lotdy*convéyed'and*conftrmad‘"”—"‘***—“—4

and by these presents doas grant, bargain and sell, convey and confirm
_unto the United States and to its assigns forever all that real property'

situatc, lying and being the County of Yuma, Shnte of Arizona, described

as touown. to wit: . -
_ A portion of the north 330 feet of the egst 330

feet of-the north half of the moxth half of the

northoast quarter uf the southeast quarter (N-1/2 N-1/2

NE=1/4 SE~1/4} of Saction thirty-three (33), township

eight (8) south, range twenty-two (22) west, Gila and

Salt River Hcrtdiln. Yuma Coun:y, Arizona, more particularly

describad as followa: -




—————

mmra354 wﬂm

The west one hundred sixty (160) feet of the north
three hundred thirty (330) feet of the east three o ST
hundred thirty (330) feet of the north haif of the
north half of the northeast quarter of the southeast
quarter (N-1/2 N-1/2 NE~1/4 $R-1/4) of section
thirty-three (33), containing ohe and twenty one
hundredths (1.21) acres, more or lcu. ¢
! Subject to the easements or rights of way uilting 2
or of record in favor of the public or third parties. -

| IS

Togotliu vwith all and _lln;uinr the tenements, hereditaments and

==

appurtenances thereunto belonging or in lll\y wise nppcrulning. ‘and the

- reverston-and tcvcn:lonu. ruulndet And nnindon. rénts, issues and

'ptof.itl thcrcof.
To have and to hold, .u and éfingular the said premises, togcthcr

with the appurtenances, unto the United States and to its nuign‘- forever.

And the District and its successors do hereby covenant that they
will forever wnfrlnt and defend all right, Itit.h and interest in and to the
8aid premises and the quiet and pciéuble‘i&iuulon ct!orcof; unto the

Ynited States, and to its assigus, against the

and all and every person and parsons whomsoever lawfully claiming or to claim

the same. s

In Witness Hhereof, the District has hcrcunto set its hand

seal thc day and year first abeve written.

YUMA IRRIGATION DISTRICT

(President)

-




- State of Arigona

)
) o8,
)

County of __ Yuma .
o On this 18th  day of June , 1963,
~ before ms, the undersigned of ficer, personally appesred _lee S.
Bradléy - of the County of ‘Yuma : N

. Su-t_o of Arizona , known to m (or satisfactorily

p;'oun) to be the persen described in the to‘ngoing instrumsent, and
. - :
acknowledged that he - executed the same in the capacity

+

therein stated and for the purpese therein centained.

IN WITNESS WHERKO?, I hereunto set sy hand and offfeial @dls,.

R B B
- “‘\‘\,
'{'v y
L%

o

County of _Yuma
State of __ Apizona

My Comnisslon Expires:
Octobexr 5, 1966

" (amAL)




THE UNITED STATE OF AMERICA
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
BUREAU OF RECLAMATION
AND YUMA IRRIGATION DISTRICT
TO TRANSFER TITLE TO FEDERALLY OWNED PROJECT FACILITY, INTERESTS,
AND ASSOCAITED LANDS WITHIN THE GILA PROJECT

QUITCLAIM DEED: EXHIBIT B

Yuma County, Arizona — Project Facility Map

Yuma Irrigation District
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THE UNITED STATE OF AMERICA
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
BUREAU OF RECLAMATION
AND YUMA IRRIGATION DISTRICT
TO TRANSFER TITLE TO FEDERALLY OWNED PROJECT FACILITY, INTERESTS,
AND ASSOCAITED LANDS WITHIN THE GILA PROJECT

QUITCLAIM DEED: EXHIBIT C

Yuma County, Arizona — Land Interest To Be Transferred
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YUMA IRRIGATION DISTRICT
RESOLUTION 2024-3
Hazardous Materials Release

WHEREAS, the John D. Dingell, Jr. Conservation, Management, and Recreation Act
of 2019, (Pub. Law. 116-9, Title VIII, Subtitle A; 133 Stat. 804; 43 U.S.C. 2902, et seq.)
(the Dingell Act) provides for the transfer of title to eligible Reclamation project facilities
and certain associated real property interests to qualifying entities on the completion of
repayment of capital costs without further authorization from Congress; and

WHEREAS, the United States holds title to the irrigation and supporting facilities
of the Gila Project, Yuma Mesa Division, South Gila Valley Unit (Project). Yuma Irrigation
District (YID or the District) is responsible for the operation, maintenance, and replacement
of the Project facility undér contract No. 14-06-300-1270 dated July 23, 1962, as amended
and supplemented on October 25, 1965; May 10, 1971; May 17, 1973; and on June 27,
1985, by contract No. 5-07-30-W0093. The aforementioned contracts also provide for the
delivery of Colorado River water by the United States for the irrigation of lands within the
District service area and for the repayment of project costs to the United States; and

WHEREAS, Reclamation and the District have taken initial steps to proceed with
title transfer; and

WHEREAS, the various roles and obligations of Reclamation and the District for
the title transfer process is identified and set through the Memorandum of Agreement
approved and executed by Reclamation and District; and

WHEREAS, as part of that MOA the District must agree to release Reclamation

for liability for any hazardous materials located on lands being transferred pursuant to
federal law.

(Remainder of page intentionally left blank.)



NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the District Board of Directors
agrees and authorizes the following:

1. - The Board has reviewed the land it seeks to acquire through title transfer.

2. On the condition title transfer of the lands is completed, the Board agrees
that the District is the potentially responsible party and will accept the

premises and appurtenances as is; therefore, releasing the United States
of all current and future liability.

Dated: October 8, 2024

JODPIR ol
Mark R. Smith
President, Yuma Irrigation District

ATTEST:

%Mwéédwu

r&ftyann Warner
Secreta uma Irrigation District
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— BUREAU OF —
RECLAMATION

Congressional Notification

Conveyance of Title to Project Works (Office Building and

Land) to Yuma Irrigation District

Pursuant to the John D. Dingell, Jr. Conservation, Management, and
Recreation Act of March 12, 2019

U.S. Department of the Interior August 2024



NOTICE TO CONGRESS

This is written notice of a proposed conveyance to the Yuma Irrigation District (District) of all
right, title, and interest of the United States in the Yuma Irrigation District Office Building and
Land (Project Facility). The Secretary of the Interior, acting through the Commissioner of the
Bureau of Reclamation (Reclamation), is authorized to make this conveyance under the John D.
Dingell, Jr. Conservation, Management, and Recreation Act of March 12, 2019, Title VIII,
Subtitle A, Section 8003(a)(1) (Pub. L. 116-9, 43 U.S.C. 2902 et seq.).

Summary of Title Transfer Agreement

The Title Transfer Agreement and associated legal instruments will convey title to the Project
Facility, consisting of the office building and the approximately 1.29 acres of fee title land
associated with the office building.

Upon conveyance of title, the District will take ownership and manage these assets to meet
current needs in compliance with all applicable Federal, state, and local laws, and in
conformance with the terms of the Title Transfer Agreement. There are no foreseeable changes
to current operations. Reclamation has determined that conveyance of these facilities is in the
financial interest of the United States and will provide the District with more autonomy to
operate the South Gila Valley Unit of the Yuma Mesa Division, Gila Project, Arizona.

Project Background

The Project Facility, located in Yuma County, Arizona, was authorized for construction under
the Reclamation Act of June 17, 1902 (32 Stat. 388) and acts amendatory thereof or
supplementary thereto, including the Gila Project Reauthorization Act of July 30, 1947 (61 Stat.
628). Project construction was completed in 1963. The Project Facility includes the office
building and associated land. The Project Facility was designed and constructed as an office
building and appurtenant facilities to assist with District operations. The District office
centralizes employees and equipment to more efficiently meet the operation and maintenance
needs of the irrigation facilities within the District. Benefits of this title transfer include the
removal of the District office and associated land as a federal asset along with related federal
administrative and inspection responsibilities, as well as liability. The District is the current
operator and has been responsible for the operation and maintenance of the Project Facility as
part of the South Gila Valley Unit since 1962 pursuant to its contract with the United States.

Project Assets for purposes of the Title Transfer Agreement are the office building and
associated land.



Title Transfer Analysis

All Project beneficiaries have been consulted to confirm that the title transfer would not result in
an adverse impact on fulfillment of existing water or power delivery obligations consistent with
historical operations and applicable contracts.

The title transfer is in the financial interest of the United States. Public Law 98-530 (98 Stat.
2698), the Ak-Chin Water Rights Settlement Act (Settlement Act), enacted on October 19, 1984,
authorized and directed the Secretary of the Interior to amend the repayment contracts of the
three districts in the Yuma Mesa Division (Yuma Irrigation District, the Yuma Mesa Irrigation
and Drainage District, and the North Gila Valley Irrigation and Drainage District) to conform to
the provisions of the Settlement Act. Specifically, Section 2(g)(4) of the Settlement Act
provided that all remaining repayment obligations owing to the United States on the date of the
Settlement Act are to be discharged. Consequently, contract No. 5-07-30-W0093 discharged all
repayment obligations of Yuma Irrigation District as of October 19, 1984.

The title transfer complies with all applicable federal and state laws, including the National
Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (54 U.S.C. 300101 et seq.), the Comprehensive Environmental
Response, Compensation, and Liability Act (42 U.S.C. 9601, et seq.), and the National
Environmental Policy Act (42 U.S.C. 4321, et seq.). Reclamation has determined that it is
appropriate to use the categorical exclusion in 516 Departmental Manual 14.5 F (1) for this title
transfer. The Categorical Exclusion was fully reviewed and approved on March 4, 2022.

Determination of Eligibility

Reclamation has determined that the proposed conveyance to the District of all right, title, and
interest of the United States in the office building and associated land meets the requirements set
forth in 43 U.S.C. 2901, et seq. This determination is based on an analysis of the proposed
conveyance and the terms of the Title Transfer Agreement.

Future Actions

Reclamation will convey all right, title, and interest of the United States in and to the Project
Facility subject to the terms and conditions included in the Title Transfer Agreement with the
District unless Congress enacts a joint resolution disapproving the conveyance within 90 days of
this notice.



EXHIBIT I - BOARD OF DIRECTOR’S RESOLUTION — RELEASE OF
LIABILITY



YUMA IRRIGATION DISTRICT
RESOLUTION 2024-3
Hazardous Materials Release

WHEREAS, the John D. Dingell, Jr. Conservation, Management, and Recreation Act
of 2019, (Pub. Law. 116-9, Title VIII, Subtitle A; 133 Stat. 804; 43 U.S.C. 2902, et seq.)
(the Dingell Act) provides for the transfer of title to eligible Reclamation project facilities
and certain associated real property interests to qualifying entities on the completion of
repayment of capital costs without further authorization from Congress; and

WHEREAS, the United States holds title to the irrigation and supporting facilities
of the Gila Project, Yuma Mesa Division, South Gila Valley Unit (Project). Yuma Irrigation
District (YID or the District) is responsible for the operation, maintenance, and replacement
of the Project facility undér contract No. 14-06-300-1270 dated July 23, 1962, as amended
and supplemented on October 25, 1965; May 10, 1971; May 17, 1973; and on June 27,
1985, by contract No. 5-07-30-W0093. The aforementioned contracts also provide for the
delivery of Colorado River water by the United States for the irrigation of lands within the
District service area and for the repayment of project costs to the United States; and

WHEREAS, Reclamation and the District have taken initial steps to proceed with
title transfer; and

WHEREAS, the various roles and obligations of Reclamation and the District for
the title transfer process is identified and set through the Memorandum of Agreement
approved and executed by Reclamation and District; and

WHEREAS, as part of that MOA the District must agree to release Reclamation
for liability for any hazardous materials located on lands being transferred pursuant to
federal law.

(Remainder of page intentionally left blank.)



NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the District Board of Directors
agrees and authorizes the following:

1. - The Board has reviewed the land it seeks to acquire through title transfer.

743 On the condition title transfer of the lands is completed, the Board agrees
that the District is the potentially responsible party and will accept the
premises and appurtenances as is; therefore, releasing the United States
of all current and future liability. ~

Dated: October 8, 2024

vz cw f 2
‘ Mark R. Smith
President, Yuma Irrigation District

ATTEST:

NP N

ry?‘zﬁ:yann Warner
Secreta uma Irrigation District




EXHIBIT J- BOARD OF DIRECTOR’S RESOLUTION — MEMORANDUM OF
AGREEMENT AND CONTRIBUTED FUNDS ACT



Yuma Irrigation District
an Arizona Municipal Corporation

Resolution 2023-4 of the Board of Directors

WHEREAS, the Yuma Irrigation District (YID or District) has a contract with the U. S.

Department of Interior for a Colorado River entitlement with the U. S. Department of
Interior.

The District facilities are owned by the Federal Government and operated and
maintained by the District; and,

WHEREAS, pursuant to existing law, the District is eligible to pursue transfer of legal
title of certain parcels and facilities of the District’s office and shop within the District;
and,

WHEREAS, YID has requested title of all parcels and facilities of the District’s office
and shop in the Yuma Irrigation District and intends to operate and maintain the eligible
parcels and facilities of the District’s office and shop for substantially the same purpose
for which the eligible parcels and facilities of the District’s office and shop are currently
being used; and,

WHEREAS, a draft Memorandum of Agreement outlining the processes and expected
roles and responsibilities to successfully transfer title of certain Reclamation parcels and
facilities of the Districts’s office and shop to YID has been reviewed; and,

WHEREAS, transaction and administrative costs are estimated to be $50,000 as
determined by Reclamation to be associated with preparing this title transfer; and,

WHEREAS, Reclamation is requesting that YID affirm the District’s interest in
proceeding with the title transfer process.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the District Board of Directors agrees and
affirms the following:

1. YID agrees to the draft language of the Memorandum of Agreement between
Reclamation and YID for transfer of the parcels and facilities of the District’s office and
shop of Yuma Irrigation District.

2. YID agrees to the estimated transaction and administrative costs necessary to

initiate the title transfer process, as outlined in the draft Contributed Funds Act
Agreement.

The foregoing Resolution having been read and seconded the motion for its passage



and adoption. After consideration, roll was called thereon and the following members
of the Board of Directors of the Yuma Irrigation District present, voted in favor of the
passage of the motion and adoption of such Resolution as follows: Ayes: Mark R. Smith,
Floyd Dunn, Amanda Brooks. Nayes: None. Passage of said Resolution having been
consented to by more than a majority of all members elected to the Board of Directors
of the Yuma Irrigation District constituting a quorum was by President Mark R. Smith
declared duly passed and adopted this 12" day of September, 2023.

THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE
YUMA IRRIGATION DISTRICT

PRI E 3

President of the District

Attest: °

/2

7} wvhzﬂn»- ,‘éf/{jﬁ; ‘} & 4,.?(,«,»__,,/
Secretary,0f the District
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