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Introduction and Overview 

INTRODUCTION 

The Bureau of Reclamation (Reclamation) prepared this resource management plan and 
environmental assessment (RMP/EA) for certain Reclamation lands within the 5-mile 
zone.  The 5-mile zone encompasses about 65,800 acres within Yuma County, in extreme 
southwest Arizona.  (See map I-1, location map.  Also see “Overview of Study Area and 
Background” for a complete description of the 5-mile zone.)  Specifically, this planning 
effort only addresses approximately 30,200 acres of land within the 5-mile zone that are 
east of Avenue H and under the jurisdiction of Reclamation (study area).  The study area 
is commonly called Reclamation’s Protective and Regulatory Pumping Unit (PRPU).  
The study area boundary is shown in green on map I-2.  The study area does not include 
those areas within the study area boundary that are outlined in red (about 5,150 acres).  
Other lands within the 5-mile zone are owned or managed by the Bureau of Land 
Management (BLM), State of Arizona, city of San Luis, or private landowners.   

BLM will address, in a separate resource management plan, the Reclamation lands that 
it manages along the Colorado River.  In addition, because Reclamation does not have 
the authority to conduct planning on lands that are not under its jurisdiction, lands that 
are private; owned by cities, counties, or the State of Arizona; or are under the 
jurisdiction of another Federal agency are outside the scope of this study. 

An RMP includes much of the same information and analyses that the National 
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) requires in an environmental compliance document; 
therefore, this RMP/EA is intended to meet the environmental compliance requirements 
of NEPA, as well the planning information requirements of an RMP.  Because the 
alternatives developed for the RMP portion of the document are general in nature, the 
NEPA portion of the document (or EA portion) is programmatic in nature.  Site-specific 
NEPA compliance will be required before any of the ground-disturbing management 
actions of the RMP can be implemented. 

AUTHORITY 

Title 28 of Public Law (P.L.) 102-575, Section 2805 (106 Statute [Stat.] 4690, Reclamation 
Recreation Management Act of October 30, 1992), provides Reclamation with authority 
to prepare resource management plans.   
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Map I-1.—Study Location Map. 
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