Yuma Area Office Celebrates Historic Release of Colorado River Water to the

Delta

On Thursday, March 27" Deputy Secretary
of the Interior Michael L. Connor and
Assistant Secretary of the Interior for Water
and Science Anne Castle joined other senior
officials of the United States and Mexico in
the Yuma area to celebrate a historic first-
time intentional release of water—called a
“pulse flow” —from Morelos Dam near the
U.S.-Mexico border. The water release—
which began on March 23rd, reached its
peak on March 27th and will continue to
flow until mid-May— is part of a broad
package of joint cooperative treaty actions
to ensure the Colorado River system is able
to continue to meet the needs of both
nations.

The United States and Mexico agreed to the
water release as a result of joint efforts and
investments in water conservation projects
in accordance with “Minute 319,” a 2012 bi-
national agreement adopted under the 1944
U.S.-Mexico Treaty framework for sharing
the Colorado River water. All Lower
Colorado River Basin users in the United
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Figure 1: Pictured is Mike Connor, Deputy Secretary of the
Department of the Interior, addressing the audience at the
Minute 319 Pulse Flow Ceremony at Morelos Dam on
Thursday, March 27, 2014.

States and Mexico will continue to receive their full allocations of Colorado River water in 2014.

The pulse flow, which began with the lifting of one gate at Morelos Dam, will run for a duration

of eight weeks. Following the initial water release from Morelos Dam, more control gates were

opened to allow increasing amounts of water to speed toward the delta, its estuary and the Sea
of Cortez. A volume of 105,392 acre-feet of water will flow down the river’s channel to help

regenerate native cottonwood and willow habitat. The experimental flow is also providing the

scientific community in both countries with the opportunity to gather valuable data from

collaborative monitoring efforts for developing future management strategies regarding water

flows in the delta.



Figure 2: Opening of the gates at Morelos Dam on Sunday, March 23rd, initiating the Pulse Flow of water to the Colorado
River Delta.



