YAO temporarily closes river access roads near Blythe, CA

During the first week of December, the Yuma Area Office’s Operations and Maintenance Office
(OMO) began closing river access roads immediately south of Interstate 10 near Blythe, California, to
accommodate maintenance activities in the California 5 and 10 backwater habitat areas along the
lower Colorado River.

Following the road closures, OMO work crews began installing new channel culverts and rebuilding
access roads used for maintaining these backwater habitat areas. The duration of the construction
maintenance activities is anticipated to take several weeks at each location with overall project
completion and road reopening occurring in late-January 2015.

The maintenance activities are part of Reclamation’s ongoing efforts to improve habitat conditions
and channel flow from the Colorado River into both the C5 and C10 backwater areas. Drought
conditions and insufficient channel flows have caused significant amounts of river sediment to
accumulate in these areas over the past several years — requiring modification of the inlet/outlet
channel structures and replacement of culverts.

In conducting the construction work, Reclamation will be operating long-reach excavators, haul
trucks, and bulldozers along the access roads leading into these areas. No launching of boats or river
recreation will be permitted to occur in these habitat areas until construction activities are
substantially complete.



