HISTORY

¢ 1n 1902, Congress passed the Reclamation Act and created the U.S. Reclamation Service, which

is known today as the Bureau of Reclamation (Reclamation).

6 A year later, Reclamation moved into the Y uma area and created what was then called “The

Great Yuma Irrigation Project.”
» Thiswas Reclamation’ s first development along the Lower Colorado River, a 125,000 square-mile
watershed congruent of Arizona, California, and Nevada.

¢ Explorer John Wesley Powell boated down the Colorado River in 1869 and became a National

hero. Hetold our Nation, “The West isan arid land...hostile to farming...and will never be

the Government dams therivers...saves
irs...” Without areliable, stable source

settled...opening up its resources to America..
up winter and spring runoff in artificial lakes

of water, there was no guarantee of life in the Desert west.
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¢ 1n 1905, Reclamation began an ambitious
venture with the construction of the Laguna
Dam to divert water to farmlandsin the Y uma
area. Completed in 1909, it wasthe first

authorized dam built on the Colorado River.

6 Reclamation began constructing levees along
the Colorado River in the early 1900'sto

Laguna Dam Celebration, March 31, 1909 protect floodplain lands between the Laguna

Dam and the Mexican border.

¢ The Colorado River Siphon, completed in 1912, isto this day, considered an engineering

marvel, asit carries water under the Colorado River to nurture the Yuma Valley.

Ninety years later, due to the construction of Imperial Dam, Laguna Dam was converted to a

regulatory structure, and reminds us of our beginnings.

By controlling the Colorado River and its tributaries, Reclamation has trans-
formed many river communities from dusty little townsinto well irrigated,

agricultural meccas. During the first decade of the 1900’ s, when

Reclamation completed the original project, Y uma experienced an
increased prosperity that has never been matched during any other time
in history.

Yuma: Main, 1st, and 2nd Streets — January 22, 1916 R
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Hedamation At
Jurse 17, T2

Historic Milestones

Laguna
Dl erslon Dam
o pleioa

March 31, 1909

Unit B Main Canal

Autharized

i B, 1930

Yuma Auxiliary Prajess
Autipodined
Jarurary 25, 1217

Al American Coanal

December 21, 1978

Hoover Dam

Avrthorzed
December 21, 1928

Eystom

Adtironiaed

Yuma Project
Avuthorized

May 10, 1904

I Pumping Plang
Cooompbsdegl
1919

Colorads River Siphen
Compicted

Jermz 2, 1902

Hoover Dam
Biedication
September 30, 19315

Parlcer Dam
Power Prajoct
Approved
AugusT30, 1935

Gila Praject
Approvesd
June 21, 1937

1925

fiphon Drop Pawer Mlant
Completed Juty 15, 1926

\\I.‘.P‘nll B Main Canal
Compigted
May 1. 1972

Colorada River

Sigred
Movember 24, 1922

Hesdgate Rock Dam
Compieted 1942

Al American
Cannd Syctom
Completed
1940

Laguna Dam
Diversion operations
erded
Juno 23, 1944
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Coumpletod
Dopabey Fis 1935

 Dexitting Woris
Completed July 1938

Hoower Dam

Power Mami

Dam and

ey
Enrabricahied

1 Siphon Do
41 b "

“\{n#ﬂr Plant
Turnout
Compleied
1940

Davis Dam Projeet
A ppensedd
Apeil 2o, T9E1

Paricer Dam
Comploted
Sepmmbor [ 938

1950

Gila Project
Meduced in site
duly 30, 1947

. |
Fuma Auxiliary Froject
JReduced in sie

L Juine 13, 19499
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Colorado River
Storage Project

ALitfarized
Al 10, 1956

Pamping Plant
Henovated 1953

Dl Bam
Compleied
195k

Painted Roch Dam
Compicted
January 18, 1360

Topoch Sottling
Hazin
Completed
Movermber [958

Historic Milestones Continued

Laguna Settling Bazin
Compéeted April 1965

Lawser Cibola Bridge
Compioted Febwuang 1970

Fuma Wesa
WhElrakd
Campdeted T965

Unir B
Main Canal

/ R
Moveniber 15, 1965

MODE
Coampiebed

rmx\“
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Coumchella Canal
Distribuwtion Fystem
Camploted 1954

Pale Verde Diversion Dam
Althodzed August 31, 19540

fiphon Drop Power PLant
Dpevations end
December 1972

dune 24, 1974

Gila Project

i1 simes

1955

Gila Projeet
Compieted
Juwe 3, 1957

Coloradeo Hiver Baiin
Contral Act

Reduced furthor

Juma 74, 1974

Walltan-Mohawh Main
Convoyance Channel

Completed

Palo Werde

Diversion Dam

Com

péeted
December 1F, 1957

Yop

Constrmtion begen 40

YOP Test Faclity
LCompleted and
Dizcontinued 1 982

19465 I

Senator Wash
D & Heservalr

1961 Completed 1968

c-uuu{ Colorado River Basin
Estatnlisfind Project Act
1964 Leptember 30, 1960

Fouth Glla Valley Calorsde Hiver

Front 'Work and Leves
iystem Yuma Divisiom

Waint
Establizhed &t A
Natlonal Cortar for Waber
Treatmert Tec hnalogies 1997
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MODE
fiphan
Completed
1976

¥YDP Test
Facllity
Expandid
1973

YOP Test Faeility
Exradilafned 1971

| 1980

1985

£43 Weltfield

Completed
19H

\\mm
Campletest

243 Waellficld
Acded 7 wells
1983

Dopartmant af Enargy
Organication Act
Avgerst 4, 1977
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