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This section contains comment letters submitted by the following state agencies: 

S-1 New Mexico Interstate Stream Commission 
S-2 Colorado Water Conservation Board, State of Colorado 
S-3 State of Wyoming, State Engineer’s Office 
S-4 Arizona Department of Water Resources 
S-5 Nevada State Clearinghouse 
S-6 State of Utah, Department of Natural Resources 
S-7 Colorado River Board of California 
S-8 Seven Basin States Representatives (Arizona, California, Colorado, Nevada,  
 New Mexico, Utah, Wyoming) 
S-9 Southern Nevada Water Authority and Colorado River Commission of Nevada 
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Reponses to Comment Letter S-1 

S-1-1 
Your comment is noted. No change to the Final EIS was necessary. 

S-1-2 
Your comment is noted. No change to the Final EIS was necessary. 

S-1-3 
Your comment is noted. Modifications, as appropriate, have been made to the Final EIS.  

S-1-4 
Your comment is noted. The EIS provides a general description of the Law of the River solely 
for the purpose of providing background to the readers. 

S-1-5 
Your comment is noted. No change to the Final EIS was necessary.  

S-1-6 
See the general response to the comments received from the Government of Mexico and the 
specific responses to Comment Nos. F-5-17 and F-5-18. 

S-1-7 
Your comment is noted.  No change to the Final EIS was necessary. As noted in Section 2.4.5 of 
the Draft EIS, the viability of the funding proposal provided in the Conservation Before Shortage 
proposal is not known at this time. For purposes of environmental impact analysis, and to 
analyze the full impacts of this alternative, it was assumed that the voluntary conservation targets 
would be achieved. 

S-1-8 
Your comment is noted. No change to the Final EIS was necessary. To clarify, the Arizona 
Water Settlements Act (AWSA) provides that the Secretary shall retain 6,411 af of Central 
Arizona Project water for use for a future water rights settlement agreement approved by an Act 
of Congress that settles the Navajo Nation’s claims to water in Arizona. Reference to this water 
was included in Section 3.10.6 of the Draft and Final EIS.  
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S-1-9 
Your comment is noted. No change in the Final EIS was necessary. To clarify, pursuant to the 
AWSA, the Secretary shall offer, with appropriate approvals, to contract with users in New 
Mexico for up to an annual average of 14,000 af from the Gila River, subject to deliveries of 
Colorado River water to downstream Gila River users in Arizona to replace any diminution in 
flows. As discussed in Section 4.4.1.1, the Shortage Allocation Model (used to distribute 
shortages to individual entitlement holders within the CAP) was consistent with the ASWA. 
However, for the comparative analysis performed for this EIS, not all potential future ASWA 
water transactions were included in this modeling.  

S-1-10 and S-1-11 
Your comment is noted. The statement has been clarified in Section 3.4.1 to inform the reader 
that the Upper Basin depletion schedules as shown in Figure 3.4-1 and detailed in Appendix C 
do not include evaporation losses only for the CRSPA reservoirs and for the Navajo Reservoir. It 
should also be noted that although the schedules submitted by New Mexico include the 
evaporation losses for Navajo Reservoir, those losses are not included as input to the CRSS 
model since the model computes the evaporation loss for Navajo Reservoir at each time step 
during the simulation. 

S-1-12 
Your comment is noted. No change to the Final EIS was necessary. See response to Comment 
No. G-1-31.  

S-1-13 
Your comment is noted. No change to the Final EIS was necessary. Section 4.2.7 of the Draft 
EIS and the Final EIS contains language that clarifies the modeling assumptions regarding 
operation of the Yuma Desalting Plant. Also see response to Comment No. F-4-9.  

S-1-14 
Reclamation concurs with this comment. Section 4.3.4 in the Final EIS and Figure 4.3-23 and 
Figure 4.3-24 (re-numbered to Figure 4.3-24 and Figure 4.3-25 respectively in the Final EIS) 
have been revised. 

S-1-15  
Reclamation concurs with this comment. The Final EIS (Section 4.8.4) has been modified to 
include additional discussion and analysis regarding the probability of the waterfall at the San 
Juan inflow area being exposed, and its potential effects on native fish species.  



Volume IV  State Agency Comments
 

 

Final EIS – Colorado River Interim Guidelines for  
Lower Basin Shortages and Coordinated Operations for 
Lake Powell and Lake Mead 

S-7  October 2007

 

S-1-16 
Your comment is noted. No change to the FEIS was necessary.  The geographic scope of the EIS 
does not include the San Juan River above Lake Powell. 

S-1-17 and S-1-18 
Your comment is noted. No change to the Final EIS was necessary. The geographic scope of the 
EIS does not include the San Juan River above Lake Powell. However, the simulation of 
reservoirs above Lake Powell is necessary to accurately simulate inflow to Lake Powell. The 
operation of Navajo Reservoir is simulated in the Colorado River Simulation System (CRSS). 
The CRSS does not include the revised operation of Navajo Reservoir under the 2006 Navajo 
Reservoir Operations ROD (2006 Navajo ROD). However, in the CRSS, the operation of Navajo 
Reservoir on an annual time-step closely matches the operation under the 2006 Navajo ROD. A 
separate model which simulates the San Juan River and Navajo Reservoir which incorporates the 
2006 Navajo ROD was used to make this comparison. Incorporation of the 2006 Navajo ROD in 
CRSS would result in some minor inter-annual changes to Lake Powell storage from those 
simulated by the CRSS.  

S-1-19 and S-1-20 
Your comment is noted. No change to the Final EIS was necessary. 

S-1-21 and S-1-22 
Your comment is noted. As discussed in Section 3.4.1 of the Final EIS, the depletion schedules 
for the Upper Basin states used in the EIS were developed by each Upper Basin state and 
approved for transmittal to Reclamation by the Upper Colorado River Commission 
(Commission). Reclamation will continue to work with the Commission and the Basin States and 
other stakeholders to update these depletion schedules as appropriate. 

S-1-23 
Your comment is noted. Additional information has been provided in the Final EIS (Appendix N).  

 



State Agency Comments  Volume IV
 

 

October 2007 S-8 
Final EIS – Colorado River Interim Guidelines for 

Lower Basin Shortages and Coordinated Operations for 
Lake Powell and Lake Mead 

 

This page intentionally left blank. 

 



Volume IV  State Agency Comments
 

 

Final EIS – Colorado River Interim Guidelines for  
Lower Basin Shortages and Coordinated Operations for 
Lake Powell and Lake Mead 

S-9  October 2007

 



State Agency Comments  Volume IV
 

 

October 2007 S-10 
Final EIS – Colorado River Interim Guidelines for 

Lower Basin Shortages and Coordinated Operations for 
Lake Powell and Lake Mead 

 



Volume IV  State Agency Comments
 

 

Final EIS – Colorado River Interim Guidelines for  
Lower Basin Shortages and Coordinated Operations for 
Lake Powell and Lake Mead 

S-11  October 2007

 



State Agency Comments  Volume IV
 

 

October 2007 S-12 
Final EIS – Colorado River Interim Guidelines for 

Lower Basin Shortages and Coordinated Operations for 
Lake Powell and Lake Mead 

 



Volume IV  State Agency Comments
 

 

Final EIS – Colorado River Interim Guidelines for  
Lower Basin Shortages and Coordinated Operations for 
Lake Powell and Lake Mead 

S-13  October 2007

 



State Agency Comments  Volume IV
 

 

October 2007 S-14 
Final EIS – Colorado River Interim Guidelines for 

Lower Basin Shortages and Coordinated Operations for 
Lake Powell and Lake Mead 

 

 

 



Volume IV  State Agency Comments
 

 

Final EIS – Colorado River Interim Guidelines for  
Lower Basin Shortages and Coordinated Operations for 
Lake Powell and Lake Mead 

S-15  October 2007

 

 
 

 



State Agency Comments  Volume IV
 

 

October 2007 S-16 
Final EIS – Colorado River Interim Guidelines for 

Lower Basin Shortages and Coordinated Operations for 
Lake Powell and Lake Mead 

 

This page intentionally left blank. 



Volume IV  State Agency Comments
 

 

Final EIS – Colorado River Interim Guidelines for  
Lower Basin Shortages and Coordinated Operations for 
Lake Powell and Lake Mead 

S-17  October 2007

 

Reponses to Comment Letter S-2 

S-2-1 
Your comment is noted. No change to the Final EIS was necessary. 

S-2-2 
Your comment is noted. No change to the Final EIS was necessary. 

S-2-3 
Your comment is noted. No change to the Final EIS was necessary. 

S-2-4 

Your comment is noted. No change to the Final EIS was necessary. 

S-2-5 
Your comment is noted. No change to the Final EIS was necessary. The proposed federal action 
would be in effect for an interim period (2008 through 2026). To disclose any potential impacts 
after the interim period, the resource analyses have been conducted from 2008 through 2060. 

S-2-6 
Your comment is noted. No change to the Final EIS was necessary.  

S-2-7 
Your comment is noted. No change to the Final EIS was necessary. 

S-2-8 
Your comment is noted. No change to the Final EIS was necessary. 

S-2-9 
See response to Comment No. S-2-5. 

S-2-10 
Your comment is noted. No change to the Final EIS was necessary. 
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S-2-11 
Your comment is noted. No change to the Final EIS was necessary. The proposed federal action 
would be in effect for an interim period (2008 through 2026). To disclose any potential impacts 
after the interim period, the resource analyses have been conducted from 2008 through 2060.  

For modeling purposes, it was assumed that the operation under all action alternatives would 
revert to the modeling assumptions used for the No Action Alternative (Section 4.2.7 of the Draft 
EIS and the Final EIS). The modeling assumptions used for the No Action Alternative are 
detailed in Section 2.2.2 and Appendix A of the EIS.  

S-2-12 
Your comment is noted. No change in the Final EIS was necessary. 

S-2-13 
Your comment is noted. No change in the Final EIS was necessary. 

S-2-14 
Your comment is noted. The draft guidelines included in the Final EIS (Appendix S) include a 
provision for a formal review to evaluate the effectiveness of the guidelines prior to December 
31, 2020. 

S-2-15 
Your comment is noted. No change in the Final EIS was necessary. 

S-2-16 
Your comment is noted. No change in the Final EIS was necessary. 

S-2-17 
Your comment is noted. No change in the Final EIS was necessary. 

S-2-18 

Your comment is noted. No change in the Final EIS was necessary. 

S-2-19 through S-2-22 

See responses to Comment Nos. F-5-2 and F-5-5. 
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S-2-23 

Your comment is noted. No change in the Final EIS was necessary. 

S-2-24 

Your comment is noted. No change in the Final EIS was necessary. 

S-2-25 
Reclamation concurs with this comment. The terms “system water” and “non-system water” 
have been defined in the glossary and modifications have been made to the Final EIS as 
appropriate. 

S-2-26 through S-2-28 
Your comment is noted. The Final EIS was modified (Section 1.7.2 and Section 3.4) to clarify 
the use of the term “consumptive use” in this EIS.  

S-2-29 and S-2-30 

Your comment is noted. The Final EIS was modified (Section 1.7.2.2) to clarify the accounting 
of water stored off-stream in the Lower Basin.  

S-2-31 
Your comment is noted. No change to the Final EIS was necessary. 

S-2-32 
Your comment is noted. Reclamation has included draft operational guidelines in the Final EIS 
(Appendix S) that discuss the administration of Intentionally Created Surplus (ICS). 

S-2-33 
Your comment is noted. No change to the Final EIS was necessary. 

S-2-34 
Your comment is noted. Reclamation has included draft operational guidelines in the Final EIS 
(Appendix S) that includes a section titled “Authority and Disclaimer”. 

S-2-35 
Your comment is noted. No change to the Final EIS was necessary.  
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Reponses to Comment Letter S-3 

S-3-1 
Your comment is noted. No change to the Final EIS was necessary. 

S-3-2 
Your comment is noted. No change to the Final EIS was necessary.  

S-3-3 
Your comment is noted. No change to the Final EIS was necessary.  

S-3-4 
Your comment is noted. No change to the Final EIS was necessary. 

S-3-5 
Your comment is noted. No change to the Final EIS was necessary. 

S-3-6 
Your comment is noted. No change to the Final EIS was necessary. 

S-3-7 
See response to Comment No. S-2-11.  

S-3-8 and S-3-9 
See response to Comment No. S-2-11.  

S-3-10 
See response to Comment No. S-2-14.  

S-3-11 through S-3-15 
See responses to Comment Nos. F-5-2 and F-5-5. 

S-3-16 
Your comment is noted. No change to the Final EIS was necessary.  
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S-3-17 
See response to Comment No. S-2-25. 

S-3-18 and S-3-19 
See responses to Comment Nos. S-2-26 through S-2-28. 

S-3-20 
Your comment is noted. No change to the Final EIS was necessary. 

S-3-21 
Your comment is noted. No change to the Final EIS was necessary. 

S-3-22 
Your comment is noted. No change to the Final EIS necessary. 

S-3-23 
See response to Comment No. S-2-34. 

S-3-24 
See response to Comment No. S-1-4. 

S-3-25 
See response to Comment No. S-2-29. 

S-3-26 
Reclamation concurs with this comment. The text in Section 3.4.1 has been revised accordingly. 

S-3-27 
Reclamation concurs with this comment. The text in Section 3.4.4 has been revised accordingly.  

S-3-28 
Reclamation concurs with this comment. The text in Section 3.5.1 has been revised accordingly.  

S-3-29 
Reclamation concurs with this comment. The text in Section 3.5.1 has been revised accordingly. 
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S-3-30 
Reclamation concurs with this comment. The text in Section 3.11.6.1 has been revised 
accordingly. 

S-3-31 
Reclamation concurs with this comment. The text in Section 3.11.7.1 has been revised 
accordingly. 

S-3-32 

Reclamation concurs with this comment. The text in Section 3.11.7.3 has been revised 
accordingly.  

S-3-33 
Reclamation concurs with this comment. The text in Section 4.2.2 has been revised accordingly. 

S-3-34 
Your comment is noted. Section 4.2 was modified to include additional information and provide 
additional clarity. The referenced sentence does not exist in the Final EIS.  

S-3-35 
See response to Comment No. F-4-9. 

S-3-36 
Your comment is noted. No change to the Final EIS was necessary. 

S-3-37 
Reclamation concurs with this comment. The text in Section 4.3.2 has been revised accordingly.  

S-3-38 
Reclamation concurs with this comment. The text in Section 4.11.2.5 has been revised 
accordingly.  

S-3-39 
Your comment is noted. Section 5.1 was modified and the referenced sentence does not exist in 
the Final EIS. 
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