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Reponses to Comment Letter L-10 

L-10-1 and L-10-2 
Your comments are noted.  No change to the Final EIS was necessary. 

L-10-3 and L-10-4 
Your comments are noted.  Also see response to Comment No. G-1-4.  

L-10-5 and L-10-6 
Your comments are noted.  No change to the Final EIS was necessary. 

L-10-7 and L-10-8 

Your comments are noted.  No change to the Final EIS was necessary. 

L-10-9 through L-10-13 

Your comments are noted.  No change to the Final EIS was necessary. 

L-9-14  
Your comment is noted.  No change to the Final EIS was necessary. 
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Reponses to Comment Letter L-11 

L-11-1 through L-11-4 
Your comments are noted.  No change to the Final EIS was necessary. 

L-11-5 through L-11-7 
See responses to Comment Nos. G-1-25 and L-1-14. 

L-11-8 through L-11-10 
Your comments are noted.  See responses to Comment Nos. L-1-11 and G-1-25.   

L-11-11 
Your comment is noted. 

L-11-12 through L-11-14 

See response to Comment No. L-3-7. 

L-11-15 through L-11-17 
See response to Comment No. L-1-15. 

L-11-18 
Your comment is noted.   

L-11-19 
Your comment is noted.  Section 1.7.2.1 of the Final EIS notes that Consolidated Decree is one 
of the many operating criteria, regulations, administrative decisions, etc. that make up the body 
of documents that are commonly referred to as the Law of the River.  Where appropriate, the 
specific or relevant element of the document is referenced in the EIS.  The reader can view 
summaries and copies of many of these documents at the following website address:  
http://www.usbr.gov/lc/region/pao/lawofrvr.html  
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Reponses to Comment Letter L-12 

L-12-1 
Your comment is noted.  No change to the Final EIS was necessary. 

L-12-2 and L-12-3 
See response to Comment No. G-1-25. 

L-12-4 
See response to Comment No. L-1-11. 
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Reponses to Comment Letter L-13 

L-13-1 through L-13-3 
Your comment is noted.  No change to the Final EIS was necessary. 

L-13-4 through L-13-5 
See response to Comment No. G-1-4.  

L-13-6 
Your comment is noted.  No change to the Final EIS was necessary. 
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Reponses to Comment Letter L-14 

L-14-1 through L-14-3 
Your comments are noted.  No change to the Final EIS was necessary. 

L-14-4 and L-14-5 
See responses to Comment No. G-1-25 and L-1-11. 

L-14-6 
Your comment is noted.  No change to the Final EIS was necessary. 

L-14-7 and L-14-8 
Your comments are noted.  No change to the Final EIS was necessary. 



Local Agency Comments  Volume IV
 

 

October 2007 L-106 
Final EIS – Colorado River Interim Guidelines for 

Lower Basin Shortages and Coordinated Operations for 
Lake Powell and Lake Mead 

 

This page intentionally left blank. 



Volume IV  Local Agency Comments
 

 

Final EIS – Colorado River Interim Guidelines for  
Lower Basin Shortages and Coordinated Operations for 
Lake Powell and Lake Mead 

L-107  October 2007

 

 
 



Local Agency Comments  Volume IV
 

 

October 2007 L-108 
Final EIS – Colorado River Interim Guidelines for 

Lower Basin Shortages and Coordinated Operations for 
Lake Powell and Lake Mead 

 

 
 
 



Volume IV  Local Agency Comments
 

 

Final EIS – Colorado River Interim Guidelines for  
Lower Basin Shortages and Coordinated Operations for 
Lake Powell and Lake Mead 

L-109  October 2007

 

Reponses to Comment Letter L-15 

L-15-1 
Your comment is noted.  No change to the Final EIS was necessary. 

L-15-2 through L-15-4 
Your comments are noted.  No change to the Final EIS was necessary. 

L-15-5 
See response to Comment No. L-3-7. 

L-15-6 
Your comment is noted. 

L-15-7 and L-15-8 
See response to Comment No. L-3-7.  

L-15-9 
Your comment is noted.  No change to the Final EIS was necessary. 
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Reponses to Comment Letter L-16 

L-16-1 through L-16-4 
See response to Comment No. G-1-7. 

L-16-5 
Your comment is noted.  No change to the Final EIS was necessary. 

L-16-6 
Your comment is noted.  No change to the Final EIS was necessary. 
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Reponses to Comment Letter L-17 

L-17-1 

Your comment is noted.  No change to the Final EIS was necessary. 

L-17-2 through L-17-6 
Your comments are noted.  No change to the Final EIS was necessary. 

L-17-7 and L-17-8 
Your comment is noted.  As noted in Section 2.2 of the EIS, the modeling assumptions used for 
the No Action Alternative are consistent with assumptions used in previous environmental 
compliance documents for the ISG, the Colorado River Water Delivery Agreement, and the LCR 
MSCP. The assumptions used in the No Action Alternative are not intended to limit or 
predetermine the action decision in any future AOP determination. 

L-17-9 
See response to Comment No. G-1-31.  

L-17-10 
Your response is noted.  No change to the Final EIS was necessary.  

L-17-11 and L-17-12 
See response to Comment No. L-3-7. 

L-17-13 

Your comment is noted.  No change to the Final EIS was necessary. 

L-17-14 through L-17-15 
Reclamation concurs with these comments.  Appendices E and G of the Final EIS have been 
updated to reflect that the Arizona Water Bank in the CAP is co-equal to fourth priority. 

L-17-16 

See response to Comment No. G-1-4. 
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L-17-17 through L-17-19 
In accordance with the Consolidated Decree, the CRBPA, and other key provisions of the Law of 
the River, the Secretary has the authority to declare and allocate shortages to the Lower Division 
states.  Although some guidance exists with regard to how shortages would be allocated, e.g., 
PPR deliveries must be met without regard to state lines; there are no specific guidelines in place 
to further inform the Secretary’s decision with respect to how shortages might be shared by the 
water users in the Lower Division states.  Modeling assumptions with respect to the distribution 
of shortages to the Lower Division states and Mexico were necessary in order to analyze 
potential impacts to hydrologic and other environmental resources. 

L-17-20 through L-17-22 
 Your comments are noted.  No change to the Final EIS was necessary.
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Reponses to Comment Letter L-18 

L-18-1 through l-18-6 
Your comments are noted.  See also response to Comment No. G-1-4. 

L-18-7 
Your comment is noted. 

L-18-8 and L-18-9 
See response to Comment No. L-3-7. 

L-18-10 and L-18-11 

See response to Comment No. L-2-8. 

L-18-12 
The Basin States, Conservation Before Shortage, and Water Supply alternatives and the 
Preferred Alternative all consider the extension of ISG. 

L-18-13 through L-18-17 
Your comments are noted. 

L-18-18 through L-18-21 
Your comments are noted.  Also see response to Comment No. G-1-4.  

L-18-22 and L-18-23 

Your comments are noted.  No change to the Final EIS was necessary. 

L-18-24 
See responses to Comment Nos. G-5-93.    

L-18-25 through L-18-27 
See response to Comment Nos. G-1-7 and F-5-2. 

L-18-28 and L-18-29 
Your comment is noted.  No change to the Final EIS was necessary.   
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L-18-30 through L-18-34 

Your comments are noted.  No change to the Final EIS was necessary. 

L-18-35 
See response to Comment No. L-2-31. 

L-18-36 
See response to Comment No. L-1-11.    

L-18-37 through L-18-39 
See response to Comment No. G-1-25.  
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Reponses to Comment Letter L-19 

L-19-1 
Your comment is noted.  See also response to Comment No. L-2-8. 

L-19-2 
See response to Comment Nos. G-1-25, G-5-3, and L-1-11. 

L-19-3 
As noted in Section 3.4.2, the proposed federal action will not affect the apportionments and 
water rights of Colorado River water users.  However, water deliveries to each Lower Division 
state and to users within each of the three Lower Division states may potentially be affected.  
These potential effects are analyzed and discussed in Section 4.4.  See also response to Comment 
No. L-17-18. 

L-19-4 
Table 1.5-1 provides a list of the resource issues that were determined to be potentially 
significant and that were addressed in the EIS.  The determination of the significance of the 
potential affected environmental resources and associated issues were identified through scoping 
and analyses of the environmental resources listed in this table. The determination on the 
potential impacts to water rights is addressed in the response to Comment No. L-19-3. 

L-19-5 
Information presented in the Draft EIS has been modified in the Final EIS (see Section 1.7.2.2) 
pursuant to this specific comment, as well as other public comments.  Both the Boulder Canyon 
Project Act and the Section 5 Contracts establish the apportionments.  Accordingly, the 
referenced line in Section 1.7.2.2 has been modified in the Final EIS to read as follows:  “Lower 
Division state apportionments were established by Congress in the BCPA and by the Secretary's 
water delivery contracts under the BCPA." 

L-19-6 
Reclamation concurs with this comment.  The referenced sections have been revised in the 
Final EIS. 

L-19-7 
Your comment is noted.  Also see response to Comment No. F-5-2.   
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L-19-8 
Your comment is noted.  The modeling assumptions regarding the distribution of shortages 
(Section 2.2.1); particularly with respect to Stage II shortages were common to all alternatives 
and permitted a relative comparison of the alternatives.   

L-19-9 
Your comment is noted.  No change to the Final EIS was necessary. 

L-19-10 
Your comment is noted.  The Final EIS acknowledges that aspects of the Conservation Before 
Shortage Alternative could not be implemented without further legislative authority. 

L-19-11 
The information requested is provided in the Draft and Final EIS.  The maximum observed 
reductions in water deliveries to the Lower Basin that was observed in the modeling of the 
alternatives was 2.97 maf and occurred in only one of the 100 modeled traces (one percent of the 
time) under the modeling of the Water Supply Alternative. All the other alternatives had 
maximum single-year water delivery reductions that were about 2.0 maf.  Therefore, under 
almost all conditions, the California shortage is allocated to the Metropolitan Water District of 
Southern California.  

L-19-12 
See response to Comment No. G-5-3. 

L-19-13 
Reclamation concurs with this comment.  The referenced paragraph in Section 3.3.6 that 
discusses the inflow from the Bill Williams River has been revised and updated to include the 
most current year records of flows from the Bill Williams River.  

L-19-14 
The referenced text in Section 3.4.2.1 only discusses the apportionments between the Lower 
Division states.  All other references to priorities within each respective state are provided to 
inform the reader how water delivery reductions were distributed based on the modeling 
assumptions used in the analyses. These modeling assumptions are not intended to interpret 
specific provisions of the Law of the River or the state law appropriation process of any of the 
Colorado River Basin States.    
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L-19-15 
Section 3.4.6.2 has been revised in the Final EIS to show an approximate 3.1 maf annual 
diversion by the Imperial Irrigation District.   

L-19-16 
Reclamation concurs with this comment.  The referenced text in Section 3.4.6.2 has been revised 
to read under the Second Priority line, as follows – “Reclamation’s Yuma Project for beneficial 
use on up to 25,000 acres.” 

L-19-17 
Reclamation concurs with this comment.  Appropriate modifications have been made to Table E-
2 and the attachments to Appendix G. 

L-19-18 
Reclamation concurs with this comment.  A footnote has been added to Table 3.4-5 in the Final 
EIS to reflect the referenced agreement between the Imperial Irrigation District and Coachella 
Valley Water District pursuant to the Quantification Settlement Agreement.   

L-19-19 
Reclamation concurs with this comment.  The referenced text in Section 3.4.6.2 has been revised 
and the references to the California 4.4 Plan have been changed to the Quantification Settlement 
Agreement.  

L-19-20 
Chapter 4.14 of the Final EIS includes an expanded discussion on multi-year shortages and 
Appendix H-6 provides additional information on the impacts of voluntary fallowing.  Also see 
response to Comment No. G-5-16. 

L-19-21 
See response to Comment No. L-17-18. 

L-19-22 
See response to Comment No. L-17-18. 

L-19-23 
Your comment is noted.  No change to the Final EIS was required.   
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L-19-24 
The distribution of shortages as discussed in Section 4.4 has been updated in the Final EIS to 
reflect the updated modeling of the alternatives.  

L-19-25 
Your comment is noted.  No change to the Final EIS was necessary.  A detailed analysis of 
potential air quality impacts associated with voluntary or involuntary land fallowing is note 
possible as it is unknown which specific lands would be affected.  Such an analysis would 
require information associated with the lands that would be fallowed including specific locations, 
affected acreage, soils type, and prevailing wind data. 

L-19-26 
See response to Comment No. L-2-8. 

L-19-27 
See response to Comment No. G-5-37. 

L-19-28 
See response to Comment No. G-5-16. 

L-19-29 through L-19-32 
  See responses to Comment Nos. G-1-25, G-5-3, and L-1-11.  

L-19-33 
For the modeling of the alternatives in the Draft and Final EIS, Reclamation used the future 
depletion schedules provided by the Basin States. The depletion projections for IID and CVWD 
provided as part of the California depletion schedules are generally consistent with the respective 
schedules outlined in Exhibit B of the Water Delivery Agreement (WDA) with a few exceptions.  
These exceptions or adjustments reflect modeling assumptions by Reclamation in the modeling 
of the alternatives for the EIS.  These modeling assumptions enabled Reclamation to assess the 
potential effects to environmental resources of the proposed federal action.  

L-19-34 
Reclamation concurs with this comment.  Table E-2 in Appendix E has been revised to reflect 
the provisions of the Seven Party Agreement and the contents of this table have also been 
coordinated with the quantified entitlements provided in the Quantification Settlement 
Agreement including references to the water transfers expressed in the Quantification Settlement 
Agreement. 
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L-19-35 
See response to Comment No. L-3-7. 

L-19-36 
Chapter 2, Appendix A, and Appendix M describe the elements of the Conservation Before 
Shortage proposal that were included and modeled in the Conservation Before Shortage 
Alternative. Table M-5 in the Final EIS provides the storage and delivery of ICS credits assumed 
under the Conservation Before Shortage Alternative.  This table provides a breakdown of the 
deliveries that were recommended by the proponents of the Conservation Before Shortage 
proposal which include; Delta Pulse Flows; Other Flows Below NIB, and Additional 
Environmental Uses. Section M.3.2 in Appendix M provides descriptions of these 
different flows. 

L-19-37 
Reclamation concurs with this comment.  See response to Comment No. G-5-34. 
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