
 
Comments Submitted 

By Local Agencies 
 

This section contains comment letters submitted by the following local agencies: 

L-1 Mohave County Water Authority 
L-2 City of Phoenix, Arizona 
L-3 City of Scottsdale, Arizona 
L-4 Metropolitan Water District of Southern California 
L-5 Salt River Project 
L-6 City or Peoria, Arizona 
L-7 City of Chandler, Arizona 
L-8 Colorado River Water Conservation District 
L-9 City of Bullhead City, Arizona 
L-10 City of Tempe, Arizona 
L-11 Lake Havasu City, Arizona 
L-12 City of Glendale, Arizona 
L-13 Town of Gilbert, Arizona 
L-14 City of Mesa, Arizona 
L-15 San Diego County Water Authority 
L-16 Arizona Power Authority 
L-17 Central Arizona Project 
L-18 City of Tuscon, Arizona 
L-19 Imperial Irrigation District 
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Reponses to Comment Letter L-1 

L-1-1 
Your comment is noted.  No change to the Final EIS was necessary. 

L-1-2 
Your comment is noted.  No change to the Final EIS was necessary. 

L-1-3 
Your comment is noted.  No change to the Final EIS was necessary. 

L-1-4 through L-1-6 
Your comment is noted.  No change to the Final EIS was necessary. 

L-1-7 and L-1-8 
Your comment is noted.  See also response to Comment No. G-5-93. 

L-1-9 
ICS is the proposed mechanism for the storage and delivery of conserved system and non-system 
water in the Preferred Alternative.  In addition, Draft Operational Guidelines have been included 
in Appendix S of the Final EIS  that provide reviewers with an understanding of Reclamation’s 
current assessment of the likely proposed format and content of the proposed interim guidelines 
which includes ICS administration.  

L-1-10 
See responses to Comment Nos. G-5-93 and L-1-9.    

L-1-11 and L-1-12 
Your comment is noted.  The content of the Final EIS has been modified to reflect this public 
input.  A discussion of the probabilities and socioeconomic effects of multi-year shortages has 
been added to Section 4.4 and 4.14 of the Final EIS.   The effect of such a multi-year shortage on 
land use would depend on how these shortages were allocated among individual farmers within 
the water agency service area, or which lands within a single farming operation were fallowed.  
Given these unknowns, Reclamation did not conclude that the same acres would be fallowed 
each year, and did not identify socioeconomic impacts from permanent land use changes.   
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L-1-13 
As indicated in the EIS, losses in employment, income, and tax revenues that may be 
experienced during a shortage represent a small percentage of employment, income, and tax 
revenues within Arizona and the counties that may be directly affected.  Reclamation’s 
assessment of the relative effects of shortages occurring at the county-level determined that no 
individual county in Arizona would see losses in employment, income, or tax revenues greater 
than one percent of the total generated within that county.   The analysis for impacts to the 
agricultural economy did include the counties along the river where agriculture would be 
affected, including Mohave County. 

L-1-14 
The Draft EIS did address socioeconomic impacts to the agricultural sector at the County level, 
including impacts along the Colorado River mainstream, including Mohave County.  
Reclamation concurs that fourth priority municipal contractors such as Lake Havasu City and 
Bullhead City will be affected by shortages, and additional information has been added to the 
Final EIS to acknowledge this.  The specific reductions distributed to affected Arizona M&I 
users under specific shortage determinations is included in Appendix G.  See also response to 
Comment No. L-1-13. 

L-1-15 
Reclamation concurs with this comment.  In the Draft EIS, the depletion schedules for three 
entities, Bullhead City, Lake Havasu City and Mohave Water Conservation District, consisted of 
the portion of water related to their water delivery contract with the Secretary; but did not 
include subcontracted water from the Mohave County Water Authority (MCWA).  Instead the 
schedules were related to the MCWA water delivery contract with the Secretary. For the Final 
EIS, the schedules for these three entities were increased to include subcontracted water with 
MCWA.  Therefore the depletion schedules and modeling for the Final EIS now correctly 
reflects the water supply conditions of these three entities. 

L-1-16 and L-1-17 
See response to Comment No. G-1-25. 

L-1-18 
See responses to Comment Nos. L-1-11 and L-1-13.   

L-1-19 
See response to Comment No. L-1-14. 
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L-1-20 
The content of the Final EIS has been modified to reflect this public input.  The modeling 
assumptions in Section 4.2.7.1 of the Final EIS and resulting analyses are consistent with the 
Arizona and Nevada Shortage Sharing Agreement.  The use of the proceeds of the shortage 
sharing agreement are beyond the scope of this EIS. 

L-1-21 
Your comment is noted.  No change to the Final EIS was necessary. 

L-1-22 and L-1-23 
See response to Comment No. G-1-25. 

L-1-24 
See response to Comment No. L-1-15. 

L-1-25 
Reclamation does not concur with this comment.  The interim nature of the guidelines is 
intended to provide an opportunity to evaluate how the guidelines work.  In addition, 
opportunities for review of the effectiveness of the guidelines are anticipated to be available both 
throughout the proposed interim period and at intervals during the interim period.  Such reviews 
would provide a basis for possible further federal actions and decisions at the end of the interim 
period.  Reclamation anticipates that a review of the guidelines will be conducted at a time prior 
to the end of the interim that would allow the Department, and the public, to assess the 
effectiveness of the guidelines and to determine the most appropriate course of action for the 
post-interim period..   

L-1-26 
Your comment is noted. See also the response to Comment No. F-4-9.  

L-1-27 
Your comment is noted.  See also response to Comment No. L-1-9.  

L-1-28 
See response to Comment No. G-8-37.  

L-1-29 
Your comment is noted.  No change to the Final EIS was necessary. 
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Reponses to Comment Letter L-2 

L-2-1 
Your comment is noted.  The Preferred Alternative is formulated to provide more frequent yet 
lower magnitude shortages that are more manageable as compared to less frequent but higher 
magnitude shortages. 

L-2-2 through L-2-4 
Your comments are noted.  No change to the Final EIS was necessary. 

L-2-5 
Your comment is noted.  No change to the Final EIS was necessary. 

L-2-6 and L-2-7 
Your comments are noted.  No change to the Final EIS was necessary. 

L-2-8 
Your comment is noted.  Reclamation has prepared a Biological Assessment (Appendix R of the 
Final EIS) in compliance with Section 7 of the Endangered Species Act.  As part of this 
assessment, Reclamation evaluated whether the Preferred Alternative would exceed the flow 
reductions analyzed and covered by the LCR MSCP.  It was determined that the effects of the 
Preferred Alternative are within the range of effects analyzed in the MSCP, and no additional 
consultation under Section 7 is needed for the areas of effect within the LCR MSCP geographic 
area.    

L-2-9 
Your comment is noted.    

L-2-10 
Your comment is noted.  No change to the Final EIS was necessary.  

L-2-11 and L-2-12 
Your comments are noted. No change to the Final EIS was necessary. 

L-2-13 through L-2-16 
Your comments are noted.  No change to the Final EIS was necessary. 
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L-2-17 through L-2-23 
Your comments are noted.  No change to the Final EIS was necessary. 

L-2-24 
Your comment is noted.  No change to the Final EIS was necessary. 

L-2-25 
Your comment is noted. 

L-2-26 
Your comment is noted.  

L-2-27 
Your comment is noted. As discussed in Section 2.3.2.1, the Basin States Alternative and the 
Preferred Alternative use  an elevation schedule (a specified elevation for each year through 
2026) to determine when equalization releases would be made from Lake Powell.  

L-2-28 
Your comment is noted. 

L-2-29 
Your comment is noted. 

L-2-30 
Your comment is noted.  No change to the Final EIS was necessary. 

L-2-31 
The information requested is provided in Appendix S of the Final EIS.  Reclamation has 
developed draft operational guidelines that are included in Appendix S of the Final EIS. The 
guidelines are anticipated to be finalized and adopted through the Record of Decision for this 
action.  Following publication of this Final EIS, additional and updated information regarding 
the content and development of guidelines is anticipated to be provided to the public through the 
dedicated project website, (http://www.usbr.gov/lc/region/programs/strategies.html). 

L-2-32 
See response to Comment No. L-1-11 
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L-2-33 through L-2-35 
See response to Comment No. G-1-25. 

L-2-36 
See response to Comment No. G-1-13.  

L-2-37 
Reclamation concurs with this comment.  The requested change has been made in Section 3.4.6. 

L-2-38 
See response to Comment No. G-1-15.  

L-2-39 
See response to Comment No. G-1-25. 

L-2-40 
See response to Comment No. G-1-14.  

L-2-41 
Reclamation concurs with this comment and the requested correction has been made in the 
Final EIS. 

L-2-42 
Your comment is noted. The suggested clarification has been added to Section 3.10.2.2 of the 
Final EIS 

L-2-43 
See response to Comment No. G-1-31.  

L-2-44 
See response to Comment F-4-9. 

L-2-45 
Your comment is noted.  No change to the Final EIS was necessary. 
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L-2-46 
Your comment is noted.  Rate setting decisions by the CAP Board of Directors are outside the 
scope of this EIS. 

L-2-47 
The quantitative evaluation of the socioeconomic effects (employment, income, and tax 
revenues) as a result of losses in agricultural production in Arizona was based on changes in the 
value of crop production measured at the farm gate.  These estimates were made through 
application of Reclamation’s shortage allocation model and spreadsheet model that estimates the 
acreage and crop types that would be affected.  IMPLAN, the tool used to quantify these effects, 
does not take into account water subsidies.  Taxpayers in Maricopa, Pinal, and Pima residents 
may benefit as a result of not paying these subsidies.    However, this increase would be expected 
to be small when spread among all taxpayers within the three counties.  

L-2-48 
Your comment is noted.  Sections 5.1.19, 6.3.2 and 6.8 of the Final EIS have been updated in the 
Final EIS.  
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Reponses to Comment Letter L-3 

L-3-1 and L-3-2 
Your comment is noted.  No change to the Final EIS was necessary. 

L-3-3 and L-3-4 
Your comment is noted.  See also response to Comment No. G-1-4. 

L-3-5 

Your comment is noted.  No change to the Final EIS was necessary. 

L-3-6 
Draft Guidelines are included in the Final EIS as Appendix S.  

L-3-7 and L-3-8 
The information requested is provided in Appendix S of the Final EIS.  Reclamation has 
developed draft operational guidelines that are included in Appendix S of the Final EIS. The 
guidelines are anticipated to be finalized and adopted through the Record of Decision for this 
action.  Following publication of this Final EIS, additional and updated information regarding 
the content and development of guidelines is anticipated to be provided to the public through the 
dedicated project website, (http://www.usbr.gov/lc/region/programs/strategies.html).  

L-3-9 
See response to Comment No. G-1-13. 

L-3-10 
See response to Comment No. G-1-14.  

L-3-11 
See response to Comment No. G-1-15.  

L-3-12 through L-3-14 
See response to Comment No. G-1-25. 
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Reponses to Comment Letter L-4 

L-4-1 through L-4-5 
Your comments are noted.  
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Reponses to Comment Letter L-5 

L-5-1 through L-5-6 
Your comments are noted.    No change to the Final EIS was necessary. 

L-5-7 through L-5-9 
Reclamation does not concur with this comment.  The information requested is provided in 
Chapter 5 of the Draft and Final EIS. 

L-5-10 and L-5-11 
Information presented in the Draft EIS has been modified in the Final EIS.  Chapter 5 of the 
Final EIS has been revised by the inclusion of additional information, and the relocation of 
several project descriptions to a new Section 4.16 of the Final EIS. 

L-5-12 
Reclamation concurs with this comment.  A Section heading was inadvertently left out of the 
Draft EIS.  This omission  has been corrected in the Final EIS.   

L-5-13 and L-5-14 
See responses to Comment No. L-5-7 and G-1-25. 

L-5-15 
The LCR MSCP description in Section 1.8.5 of the Final EIS has been expanded to more clearly 
describe the relationship between this and other ongoing proposed federal actions on the Lower 
Colorado River and the covered actions and activities under the LCR MSCP. 

L-5-16 
See response to Comment No. L-2-8. 
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Reponses to Comment Letter L-6 

L-6-1 through L-6-3 
Your comment is noted.  See also response to Comment No. G-1-4. 

L-6-4 

Your comment is noted.  No change to the Final EIS was necessary. 

L-6-5 
See response to Comment No. F-4-9.  

L-6-6 
See response to Comment No. G-1-25. 

L-6-7 
Your comment is noted.  No change to the Final EIS was necessary. 
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Reponses to Comment Letter L-7 

L-7-1 
Your comment is noted.  No change to the Final EIS was necessary. 

L-7-2 
Your comment is noted.  No change to the Final EIS was necessary. 

L-7-3 
Your comment is noted.  See also response to Comment No. G-1-4. 

L-7-4 
Your comment is noted.  No change to the Final EIS was necessary. 

L-7-5 
See response to Comment No. G-1-15.  

L-7-6 
Your comment is noted. 

L-7-7 
See response to Comment No. F-4-9.  

L-7-8 and L-7-9 
See response to Comment No. G-1-25. 
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Reponses to Comment Letter L-8 

L-8-1 
 Your comment is noted.  No change to the Final EIS was necessary. 

L-8-2 
Your comment is noted.  No change to the Final EIS was necessary. 

L-8-3 
Your comment is noted. 

L-8-4 
Your comment is noted.  The Executive Summary is intended to provide a high level summary 
of some of the key issues or concepts discussed in substantial detail in the balance of the 
Final EIS.   

L-8-5 
The information requested is provided in the Draft and Final EIS. Section 4.2.6 of the Final EIS 
provides information on the post-processing and interpretation procedures for the statistical 
information provided in the EIS.  Additionally, each resource area addresses the issues that are 
important to the respective resource, the analyses undertaken to evaluate potential impacts to that 
resource, and where statistics were used, how the statistics apply to that resource analysis. 

L-8-6 through L-8-10 

Your comment is addressed in the general response pertaining to climate changes and hydrologic 
variability in the introduction to Volume IV of the Final EIS.  Section 4.2 of the Final EIS has 
been enhanced and two new appendices (Appendix T and Appendix U) have been added to 
provide additional information regarding the potential impacts of climate change and hydrologic 
variability.  

L-8-11 
Reclamation has included single traces for  in Section 4.3 and Appendix N of the Final EIS for 
explanatory purposes.  Additionally, Reclamation has included an analysis of multi-year 
shortages in the Final EIS.  See response to Comment No. L-1-11. 
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L-8-12 through L-8-14 
Your comment is addressed in the general response pertaining to climate changes and hydrologic 
variability in the introduction to Volume IV of the Final EIS.  Section 4.2 of the Final EIS has 
been enhanced and two new appendices (Appendix T and Appendix U) have been added to 
provide additional information regarding the potential impacts of climate change and hydrologic 
variability.  
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Reponses to Comment Letter L-9 

L-9-1 

Your comment is noted.  No change to the Final EIS was necessary. 

L-9-2 

Your comment is noted.  No change to the Final EIS was necessary. 

L-9-3 
Your comment is noted.  No change to the Final EIS was necessary. 

L-9-4 through L-9-6 
Your comments are noted. No change to the Final EIS is necessary.  

L-9-7 and L-9-8 
Your comments are noted.  No change to the Final IES is necessary. 

L-9-9 and L-9-10 
See responses to Comment Nos. G-5-93 and L-1-9. 

L-9-11 and L-9-12 
See response to Comment No. L-1-11. 

L-9-13 
See response to Comment No. L-1-13.   

L-9-14 
See responses to Comment Nos. L-1-13 and L-1-14. 

L-9-15 
See response to Comment No. L-1-15.  

L-9-16 and L-9-17 
See response to Comment No. G-1-25. 
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L-9-18 
See responses to Comment Nos. L-1-11 and L-1-13. 

L-9-19 
See response to Comment No. L-1-14. 

L-9-20 
See response to Comment No.  L-1-20.  

L-9-21 
Your comment is noted.  No change to the Final EIS was necessary. 

L-9-22 and L-9-23 
See response to Comment No. G-1-25. 

L-9-24 
See response to Comment No. L-1-15. 

L-9-25 
See response to Comment No. L-1-25. 

L-9-26 
Your comment is noted.  See also response to Comment No. F-4-9.  

L-9-27 
Your comment is noted.  See also response to Comment No. L-1-9. 

L-9-28 
See response to Comment No. G-8-37.  

L-9-29 
Your comment is noted. 

 

 


