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Dear Ms. Adams, _ REBR LD

The Colorado River Steermg Committee of the National Park Service (NPS) would like to commend v /000

the Bureau of Reclamation on the intensive work that has gone into the thought-provoking Colorado
River Basin Study. This is impressive work in terms of its comprehensive modeling, its effort to
collaborate well with many impertant stakeholders and its focus on finding solutions for the future.

We agree with the conclusions of your study that "the Colorado River Basin faces a range of potential
future imbalances between supply and demand" and that "water users and resources relying on the
river are at risk of prolonged water shortages in the future." We also agree and are concerned that
"decreases in flows in key river tributaries have negative implications for flow-dependent resources
such as boating recreation and river ecology.” Ultimately, we also agree that the study is a "call to
action" and that significant collaborative efforts are required immediately. Based on these issues, we
want to clearly express the interest of the National Park Service in these follow-up discussions, and
are requesting the opportunity to participate in the Basin Study work groups.

Along the Colorado River and its major tributaries the NPS manages eleven park units which make up
our Steering Committee: Rocky Mountain National Park, Dinosaur National Monument, Curecanti
National Recreation Area, Black Canyon of the Gunnison National Park, Canyonlands National Park,
Arches National Park, Glen Canyon National Recreation Area, Rainbow Bridge National Monument,
Grand Canyon Parashant National Monument, Grand Canyon National Park and Lake Mead National
Recreation Area. These units contain more than 1130 river miles and more than 5 million acres within
four of the seven Colorado River basin (watershed) states. Regulation of the river system directly or
indirectly affects the resources of these park units that were generally established due to their
scientific, ecologic and/or recreational importance. The mission of the National Park Service is to
preserve unimpaired the natural and cultural resources and values of the national park system for the
enjoyment, education, and inspiration of this and future generations.

The National Park Service has a great deal of expertise in the management of natural and cultural
resources along the rivers and along the shorelines of the reservoirs in the Colorado River system, and
we would like to offer our time and service to work with Reclamation staff and other partners to find
equitable solutions for the future that can both meet water supply needs and preserve our nation's most
special areas.

At this time, we are requesting participation in the Environmental Flows work group as we believe that
it might have bearing and influence on National Park Service resources. We understand that part of the
scope for that work group might be addressing modeling alternatives to Colorado River Simulation



System (CRSS) that might provide more information that would benefit resource management and we
would be very interested in that pursuit. We are eager to understand more about the scope of this
workgroup in terms of timelines and outcomes.

We also understand there are workgroups being considered for Water Banking, Watershed

- Management and Climate Change and we are very interested in participating with these groups as well.
We realize that some of these may be pursued by States independently, but we would like to
recommend that the Department of Interior through the Bureau of Reclamation, coordinates and leads
these working groups directly, given their importance for the future.

We greatly appreciate the time and effort from Cariy Jerla to present information to our committee in
August of 2012 and again in March of 2013. She articulated very well the findings of the study, its
relationship to the National Parks, and has kept us well informed on the next steps.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the Basin Study and to be involved in these important
work groups. Our Colorado River Coordinator, Rob Billerbeck, will be the contact person within our
agency for these workgroups and coordinate with other NPS staff for participation. He may be
contacted at 303-987-6789 or rob_p_billerbeck@nps.gov.

Sincerely,

T oS 2Ol

Todd W. Brindle

Chairman

Colorado River Steering Commiittee

National Park Service

Glen Canyon National Recreation Area and Rainbow Bridge National Monument
PO Box 1507

Page, Arizona 86040

Phone: 928-608-6210

CC: NPS Steering Committee Members
= Todd Brindle, Committee Chair and Superintendent, Glen Canyon National Recreation Area
' and Rainbow Bridge National Monument
John Wessels, Regional Director, Intermountain Region
Christine Lehnertz, Regional Director, Pacific West Region
Bert Frost, Associate Director, Natural Resource Stewardship and Science
Kate Cannon, Superintendent, Arches National Park and Canyonlands National Park
Connie Rudd, Superintendent, Black Canyon of the Gunnison National Park and Curecanti
National Recreation Area ‘
Mary Risser, Superintendent, Dinosaur National Monument
Dave Uberuaga, Superintendent, Grand Canyon National Park
William Dickinson, Superintendent, Lake Mead National Recreation Area
Vaughn Baker, Superintendent, Rocky Mountain National Park
BOR RD Larry Wolkoviak



