It is clear that the Colorado River is close to being overstressed already. Of
course this is in part due to the ongoing change in climate that we are
experiencing. It is also obviously in part due to the tremendous increase in
population in the region. What most people do not understand is the amount of
waste of fresh that could be controlled if we so desired. We will be forced to
do so eventually if we do not take preemptive steps to get ahead of the issue.

To begin with I would severely restrict the current usage of water in all of the
affected States. Arizona and California in particular should be instructed to
severely restrict all exposed water resulting in rapid evaporation such as in
swimming pools (private especially) and fountains (as in the Las Vegas area).
Reducing reservoir surface areas by reducing their size, at least, would also be
a step in the right direction. Limiting the size of grass lawns and perhaps
banning them in some areas, like subdivisions, would be extremely helpful.
Gradually converting home water systems to reuse all but toilet water onto lawn
plants would help keep some lawns with less fresh water use.

Also needed to get people's attention would be a consistent water use fee
schedule that would allow for a minimal fee for low usage of fresh water and ever
increasing rates for use of more and more fresh water until it becomes
ridiculously expensive to own, say, a private swimming pool or a huge lawn in a
desert setting which is ludicrous at best anyway.

All states in the system are going to have to be restricted as to their allotment
by percentage come 'hell or high water'. States that are in fact a desert should
be even more severely restricted as what they are doing is counter to their
natural settings anyway.

These are just some of my thoughts on the problem and I am certain they are far
from original. However I do understand that we all must take responsibility for
what is happening and the changes that are necessary to sustain our futures.

The insanity of our current water policies must stop now before it is too late.





