RECLAMATION

Managing Water in the West

Landscape Management Plan:
Administration Building

Overview

Using recommendations from consultants Joseph Fortier of Mojave Water Management, our staff, and the public, we have
developed a comprehensive plan to renew and maintain the health and appearance of the Administration Building
landscaping using the most current and sustainable practices available to us. This plan’s implementation will begin in early
March, 2009. We welcome any comments and/or suggestions prior to implementation of the plan.

Turf Revitalization
Optimize Irrigation
We will audit the operation of every irrigation valve, and replace sprinkler heads to provide uniform flow and an
efficient coverage pattern. These changes will be made before reseeding begins, for the most effective results.
Thatch Turf
Instead of using a thatching machine, which tears up turf, we will preserve the existing Bermuda root base by
mowing it low. This will expose the soil bed so new seed can make contact with it and germinate.
Amend Soil
We sampled the soil beneath the lawn, and our lab performed a complete analysis. The balance of minerals,
nutrients, and pH was within a healthy range for plants and turf, but we will apply soil amendments to optimize its
condition in preparation for applying seed. To balance nutrients throughout the soil profile, we will leach and aerate
the turf as a final preparatory step.
Apply Seed
We will apply a hybrid “bonsai blend” grass seed to the soil, and cover it lightly with mulch from an organic source.
This will provide the best germination environment for the seed, and nourish the existing turf; as they grow together,
the lawn will be restored to a lush appearance.

Landscape Management
Irrigation
WeatherTRAK, a satellite irrigation monitoring system, has been utilized to automatically control all landscaped
areas. Although we will continue to incorporate Southern Nevada Water Authority’s watering guidelines, we will
manually control our irrigation system in the near-term to ensure that all landscape plants receive adequate water
according to their needs.
Pest Control
Landscape staff will implement Integrated Pest Management (IPM) for all landscape plants and turf.
Supplementation
On a schedule during the growing season and using proper methods, all landscape plants and turf will receive a
conservative amount of supplementary nutrients including sulphur and iron to maintain green growth and an optimal
soil environment.
Tools and Techniques
Our staff has the education, experience, and equipment necessary to maintain the landscape, and will keep their
skills current and relevant through training and research. Arboriculture standards form the basis for all tree and
shrub pruning, and an equipment maintenance program is already in place to ensure that all tools perform at their
best. All activities are recorded monthly.

Conclusion

We recognize the importance of the Administration Building landscaping to Boulder City’s cultural identity and are
committed to preserving its health and appearance. We will continue to closely monitor our progress and we welcome
questions and/or comments as we proceed. Contact information can be found on our website:
http://www.usbr.gov/Ic/region/programs/L CROproperties.html .
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