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Preface

This Final Environmental Impact Statement/Environmental Impact Report (EIS/EIR) consists of
two volumes, each of which is bound separately. This is Volume II.

Volume I contains the main body of the Final EIS/EIR, which has been revised in response to
comments received on the Revised and Updated Draft EIS/EIR. This volume also contains all of
the Attachments (A through J) which were circulated with the Revised and Updated Draft
EIS/EIR. These revisions and additions provide no significant new information; they merely
provide additional background information, clarify, or expand the original conclusions of the
Revised and Updated Draft EIS/EIR.

Volume II contains copies of the Draft EIS Notice of Availability and the Draft EIR Notice of
Completion, public hearing announcements, comments received on the Revised and Updated
Draft EIS/EIR and responses to those comments, and a transcript of the October 25, 2000
Revised and Updated Draft EIS/EIR public hearing.

Appendices to this Final EIS/EIR consist of the same four appendices that accompanied the
Revised and Updated Draft EIS/EIR: geohydrology, engineering, environmental, and social.
Each appendix is bound separately.
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Coachella Canal Lining Project
Riverside and Imperial Counties, California

Prepared by: United States Department of the Interior, Bureau of Reclamation (Reclamation),
and Coachella Valley Water District (CVWD)

Abstract

This Final Environmental Impact Statement/Environmental Impact Report (EIS/EIR) has been prepared in
compliance with the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) of 1969, as amended, and the California
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA). Reclamation is responsible for project compliance with NEPA.
CVWD is responsible for project compliance with CEQA. This Final EIS/EIR incorporates revisions and
responses to public comments received on the Revised and Updated Draft EIS/EIR, which was circulated for
a 60-day public review period extending from September 22, 2000 through November 21, 2000. That Draft
EIS/EIR revised and updated a 1994 Draft EIS/EIR which was previously prepared and circulated for public
review for this proposed action.

The purpose of this federal action is to conserve 30,850 acre-feet annually of water presently being lost as
seepage from the earthen reaches of the Coachella Canal. A specific quantity of conserved water would be
assigned to the Department of the Interior to facilitate implementation of the San Luis Rey Indian Water
Rights Settlement Act (Public Law 100-675, November 17, 1988). Remaining quantities of conserved water
would be distributed to southern California to meet present water demand and to assist the State in attaining
the goals of California’s Colorado River Water Use Plan. The State of California is providing funding for
the Coachella Canal Lining Project under California Water Code §12560 et seq.

This Final EIS/EIR describes the project area environment, addresses the significant environmental issues,
and presents evaluations of the environmental consequences of the proposed action and its alternatives. The
four alternatives evaluated are Conventional Lining, Underwater Lining, Parallel Canal, and No Action.
Under the Conventional Lining Alternative, the canal would be lined in place after draining the water from
each section of the canal and diverting the water flow around the construction area. The Underwater Lining
Alternative would utilize a special process to line the canal while water continues to flow in the canal. The
Parallel Canal Alternative would involve construction of a new canal parallel to the existing canal.

This Final EIS/EIR also complies with the Endangered Species Act of 1973, as amended, the Fish and
Wildlife Coordination Act, the Clean Water Act (Section 404), the Clean Air Act, Executive Order 11988
(Floodplain Management), and Executive Order 11990 (Wetlands Protection), and partially fulfills the
requirements of the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, and the Archaeological and
Historic Preservation Act of 1974.

For further information regarding the processing or content of this document, please contact Mr. Don Young,
Bureau of Reclamation, Yuma Office, P.O. Box D, Yuma, Arizona, 85366, telephone (520) 343-8159; or,
Mr. Don Mitchell, Coachella Valley Water District, P.O. Box 1058, Coachella, California, 92236, telephone
(760) 398-2651. Parties interested in providing comments prior to the adoption of a Record of Decision for
the proposed action must provide their comments to Reclamation within 30 days of the publication of the
Final EIS Notice of Availability in the Federal Register.
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Prepared by: United States Department of the Interior, Bureau of Reclamation (Reclamation),
and Coachella Valley Water District (CVWD)

Abstract

This Final Environmental Impact Statement/Environmental Impact Report (EIS/EIR) has been prepared in
compliance with the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) of 1969, as amended, and the California
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA). Reclamation is responsible for project compliance with NEPA.
CVWD is responsible for project compliance with CEQA. This Final EIS/EIR incorporates revisions and
responses to public comments received on the Revised and Updated Draft EIS/EIR, which was circulated for
a 60-day public review period extending from September 22, 2000 through November 21, 2000. That Draft
EIS/EIR revised and updated a 1994 Draft EIS/EIR which was previously prepared and circulated for public
review for this proposed action.

The purpose of this federal action is to conserve 30,850 acre-feet annually of water presently being lost as
seepage from the earthen reaches of the Coachella Canal. A specific quantity of conserved water would be
assigned to the Department of the Interior to facilitate implementation of the San Luis Rey Indian Water
Rights Settlement Act (Public Law 100-675, November 17, 1988). Remaining quantities of conserved water
would be distributed to southern California to meet present water demand and to assist the State in attaining
the goals of California’s Colorado River Water Use Plan. The State of California is providing funding for
the Coachella Canal Lining Project under California Water Code §12560 et seq.

This Final EIS/EIR describes the project area environment, addresses the significant environmental issues,
and presents evaluations of the environmental consequences of the proposed action and its alternatives. The
four alternatives evaluated are Conventional Lining, Underwater Lining, Parallel Canal, and No Action.
Under the Conventional Lining Alternative, the canal would be lined in place after draining the water from
each section of the canal and diverting the water flow around the construction area. The Underwater Lining
Alternative would utilize a special process to line the canal while water continues to flow in the canal. The
Parallel Canal Alternative would involve construction of a new canal parallel to the existing canal.

This Final EIS/EIR also complies with the Endangered Species Act of 1973, as amended, the Fish and
Wildlife Coordination Act, the Clean Water Act (Section 404), the Clean Air Act, Executive Order 11988
(Floodplain Management), and Executive Order 11990 (Wetlands Protection), and partially fulfills the
requirements of the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, and the Archaeological and
Historic Preservation Act of 1974.

For further information regarding the processing or content of this document, please contact Mr. Don Young,
Bureau of Reclamation, Yuma Office, P.O. Box D, Yuma, Arizona, 85366, telephone (520) 343-8159; or,
Mr. Don Mitchell, Coachella Valley Water District, P.O. Box 1058, Coachella, California, 92236, telephone
(760) 398-2651. Parties interested in providing comments prior to the adoption of a Record of Decision for
the proposed action must provide their comments to Reclamation within 30 days of the publication of the
Final EIS Notice of Availability in the Federal Register.
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auseum, institution, or Federal agen
it has control of these Native
Alerican human remains and
asdciated funerary objects. The
Nalonal Park Service is not responfible
for §he determinations within this
notige.

A Yetailed assessment of the hujnan
remaks was made by the Office ¢f the
State RQrchaeologist, University of Iowa,
profes\ional staff in consultatiogfwith
represdntatives of the Pawnee Nption of
Oklahokna and the Three Affilited
Tribes & the Fort Berthold Regfrvation,
North D&kota.

In 1984 human remains regresenting

one indivydual were recovergfl from site
13ML176 WMills County, 1A, py the
Office of Skate Archaeologisf, University

of lTowa, di}ing the salvage fxcavation
of an earthl§dge. No knowy individuals
were identiffed. There are jho associated
funerary objdcts.

This earthl§dge was ocfupied by
people of the Webraska pjhase (A.D.
1050-1250) offhe Centrjl Plains
tradition basedon the nffaterial culture,
art style, archit§cture, ghd geographical
location of the {te. Argheological
evidence, especiklly cfntinuities and
similarities in miterigl culture, and
Pawnee tribal hisyoryfindicate that the
historic Pawnee ajdfArikara tribes may
have their origins 4gtong the late
prehistoric NebrasH phase people of
the Missouri River fArea of southwestern
lowa and eastern Ndbraska. The Arikara
today are memberf of the Three
Affiliated Tribes §f tife Fort Berthold
Reservation, Norfh D&ota.

Based on the gbove-fnentioned
information, offfcials & the Office of
State Archaeoldlgist, Urfversity of lowa,
have determingd that, pjirsuant to 43
CFR 10.2 (d)(1f, the hunfn remains
listed above rfpresent th§ physical
remains of oge individua} of Native
American aftestry. Also, $fficials of the
Office of Stgte Archaeologlt, University
of lowa, hafe determined tRat, pursuant
to 43 CFR §0.2 (e), there is ¢
relationshjp of shared grouf}identity
that can b reasonably traced between
these Naffve American humat remains
and the Jawnee Nation of Okfhoma
and the [hree Affiliated Tribe} of the
Fort Befthold Reservation, Noigh
Dakotaf This notice has been sdht to
officiajs of the Pawnee Nation d
Oklahppma and the Three Affiliafed
Tribef of the Fort Berthold Reserfation,
Nort}l Dakota. Representatives ofgny
othef Indian tribe that believes itsglf to
be dhlturally affiliated with these
hughan remains should contact Shitley
Scpermer, Burials Program Directo
Office of the State Archaeologist, 708

nton Street Building, University d
I§wa, Iowa City, 1A 52242, telephone

if no additional
forward.

BILLING CODE 4310-70-F

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

Coachella Canal Lining Project,
Imperial and Riverside Counties,
California

AGENCY: Bureau of Reclamation, Interior
ACTION: Notice of Availability, Draft
Environmental Impact Statement/Draft
Environmental Impact Report—
Coachella Canal Lining Project (INT—
DES 00-40).

SUMMARY: Pursuant to the National
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) of
1969 (as amended) and the California
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), the
Bureau of Reclamation (Reclamation)
and the Coachella Valley Water District
(CVWD) have prepared a joint Draft
Environmental Impact Statement/Draft
Environmental Impact Report (DEIS/
DEIR) for the ““Coachella Canal Lining
Project.” The document is a revised and
updated version of a DEIS/DEIR filed by
Reclamation and the CVWD and issued
for public comment on January 11,
1994.

DATES: A 60-day public review period
shall begin with the publication date of
this notice. Note that there will be no
extension of the comment period for
this DEIS/DEIR. In addition to mailing
submissions, comments will also be
received by Reclamation and CVWD at
a public hearing scheduled for 6:30 p.m.
on October 25, 2000, at the Coachella
Valley Water District Office, Highway
111 and Avenue 52, Coachella,
California. This facility is disability
accessible. Please contact the persons
identified below within two weeks prior
to the hearing date to arrange for
accommodations to meet other special
needs, such as interpreters for the
hearing-impaired.

ADDRESSES: To request copies of the
DEIS/DEIR or to obtain further
information about the Coachella Canal
Lining Project, please contact Mr. Don
Young, Reclamation, Yuma Area Office,
P.O. Box D, 7301 Calle Agua Salada,

Yuma, Arizona, 85366; telephone: (520)
343-8159; or Mr. Steve Robbins,
Coachella Valley Water District, P.O.
Box 1058, Highway 111 and Avenue 52,
Coachella, California, 92236; telephone:
(760) 398—2651. Written comments on
the DEIS/DEIR should be sent to Mr.
Don Young at the above address.

Note that Reclamation’s standard
practice is to make comments, including
names and home addresses of
respondents, available for public
review. Individual respondents may
request that his or her name or identity
be withheld from public disclosure.
Requests for non-disclosure must be
made in writing when comments are
submitted. Reclamation shall
accommodate such requests to the
extent allowable by law. All comments
submitted by organizations and
businesses and from individuals
identifying themselves as
representatives or officials of
organizations or businesses shall be
available for public disclosure in their
entirety.

Copies of the DEIS/DEIR are now
available for public review at the
following locations:

e Bureau of Reclamation, Yuma Area
Office, Central Files, Room 145, 7301
Calle Agua Salada, Yuma, Arizona;
telephone: (520) 343-8147

e Coachella Valley Water District,
Highway 111 and Avenue 52,
Coachella, California, telephone: (760)
398-2651

e Bureau of Reclamation, Lower
Colorado Regional Office, 400
Railroad Avenue, Boulder City,
Nevada, telephone: (702) 293—8000

e Bureau of Reclamation, Reclamation
Service Center Library, Building 67,
Room 167, Denver Federal Center, 6th
and Kipling, Denver, Colorado,
telephone: (303) 236-6963

¢ Bureau of Reclamation, Program

Analysis Office, Room 7456, 1849 C

Street NW, Washington, DC,

telephone: (202) 208-4662

California Department of Water

Resources, 6900 Devils Canyon Road,

San Bernardino, California; telephone:

(909) 886—5028

¢ Yuma County Library, 350 South
Third Avenue, Yuma, Arizona,
telephone: (520) 782-1871

e Coachella Branch Library, 1538 7th
Street, Coachella, California;
telephone: (760) 398-5148

e Brawley Public Library, 400 Main
Street, Brawley, California; telephone:
(760) 344-1891

¢ El Centro Public Library, 539 W. State
Street, El Centro, California;
telephone: (760) 3374565
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¢ Imperial Public Library, 200 W. 9th
Street, Imperial, California; telephone:
(760) 355-1332

e Indio Branch Library, 200 Civic
Center Mall, Indio, California;
telephone: (760) 347-2383

Palm Springs Library, 300 S. Sunrise
Way, Palm Springs, California;
telephone: (760) 322-7323

San Diego Central Library, 820 E
Street, San Diego, California;
telephone: (619) 236-5800

¢ Los Angeles Public Library, 630 W.
Fifth Street, Los Angeles, California
90071; telephone: (213) 228-7000

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: This
DEIS/DEIR is a revised and updated
version of a DEIS/DEIR for the Coachella
Canal Lining Project filed by
Reclamation and the CVWD and issued
for public comment on January 11,
1994. At that time, because of funding
constraints, construction of the project
was deferred, and a Final EIS/EIR was
not completed. The proposed action
evaluated in the revised DEIS/DEIR is
the same as in the previous document—
to install a concrete lining within the
existing cross-section of unlined
portions of the canal (33.2 miles) using
conventional construction methods and
diverting water around each section
while it is being lined. Alternatives
evaluated in the DEIS/DEIR, also the
same as in the original DEIS/DEIR,
include No Action, Underwater Lining,
and Parallel Canal Construction.

The purpose of this federal action is
to conserve 30,850 acre-feet annually of
water presently being lost as seepage
from the earthen reaches of the
Coachella Canal. A specific quantity of
conserved water would be assigned to
the Department of the Interior to
facilitate implementation of the San
Luis Rey Indian Water Rights Settlement
Act (Public Law 100-675, November 17,
1988). Remaining quantities of
conserved water would be distributed to
southern California to meet present
water demand and to assist the State in
attaining the goals of California’s
Colorado River Water Use Plan. The
federal action includes approval of
transfers and exchanges of conserved
Coachella canal water among
California’s Colorado River water
contractors.

Dated: September 13, 2000.
Robert W. Johnson,
Regional Director.
[FR Doc. 00-24425 Filed 9-21-00; 8:45 am)]
BILLING CODE 4310-MN-P

EPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

Bikeau of Reclamation

do River Interim Surplus
; Correction

ureau of Reclamation,
ice of correction to

published Fgderal Register notice of
availability.

SUMMARY: The Rureau of Reclamation is
correcting inforrhation published in the
Federal Register Nsue date of Tuesday,
August 8, 2000 (VA 65, No. 153).

FOR FURTHER INFORMXTION CONTACT: For
additional informatio}, contact Ms.
Jayne Harkins at (702) Y93-8785.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMAYION: On page
48534, in Table 1., “Coop\rative Water
Conservation/Transfer Prokcts”’, under
the column labeled “CoopeNtive water
conservation/transfer projectX’, the
footnote for “All American Ca\al
Lining-MWD/SLR” should be “§”
instead of ““3.” In the “Estimated\gtart
date” column of the same table, tIN
footnote for year “2006"’ should be\5”
instead of “4.”

On page 48536, in the far right
column, subsection “IV.B.3.b.” should
read “Allocate and distribute the
Quantified Surplus 50% to California,
46% to Arizona and 4% to Nevada
subject to c. though f. that follow.”
instead of “* * * subject to c. thouglfg.
that follow.”

Dated: September 15, 2000.
Robert W. Johnson,
Regional Director.
[FR Doc. 00-24424 Filed 9-21-0048:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4310-MN-P

DEPARTMENT OF THE |

Office of Surface Mini
and Enforcement

Notice of Proposed
Collection

AGENCY: Office o

Reclamation ang/Enforcement.

Office of purface Mining Reclamation

and Enffrcement (OSM) is announcing
tion to renew its authority to

information for the permanent

DTES: Comments on the proposed
iiformation collection must be received

by November 21, 2000, to be assured j
consideration.

ADDRESSES: Comments may be maijed to
John A. Trelease, Office of Surfacg
Mining Reclamation and Enforcgfnent,
1951 Constitution Ave., NW., Rfom
210-SIB, Washington, DC 20240.
Comments may also be submyfted
electronically to jtreleas@osghre.gov.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION §ONTACT: To
request a copy of the infoffmation
collection request, explgfiatory
information and relateg/form, contact
John A. Trelease, at (%02) 208—-2783.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFOMATION: The Office
of Management angfBudget (OMB)
regulations at 5 CR 1320, which
implement provifions of the Paperwork
Reduction Act gf 1995 (Pub. L. 104-13),
require that inferested members of the
public and affected agencies have an
opportunityflo comment on information
collection ghd recordkeeping activities
[see 5 CF1320.8 (d)]. This notice
identifief information collections that
OSM wfl1 be submitting to OMB for
extengfon. This collection is contained
in 3Q#CFR 840.

OfM has received burden estimates,
whfere appropriate, to reflect current
rgborting levels or adjustments based on

Eestimates of burden or respondents.
OSM will request a 3-year term of
approval for this information collection
gctivity.

Comments are invited on: (1) The
néed for the collection of information
for\he performance of the functions of
the qency; (2) the accuracy of the
agency's burden estimates; (3) ways to
enhandg the quality, utility and clarity
of the irRprmation collection; and (4)
ways to iNjnimize the information
collection Yurden on respondents, such
as use of aulgmated means of collection
of the inform§tion. A summary of the
public commeY\ts will accompany
OSM'’s submiss¥gn of the information
collection requey to OMB.

This notice proYdes the public with
60 days in which t§comment on the
following informatidyg collection
activity:

Title: Permanent Proyram Inspection
and Enforcement Procedyres, 30 CFR
Part 840.

OMB Control Number: 1§29-0051.

Abstract: This provision Rquires the
regulatory authority to cond¥t periodic
inspections of coal mining actyyities,
and prepare and maintain insp&gtion
reports for public review. This
information is necessary to meet t§e
requirements of the Surface Mining
Control and Reclamation Act of 197
and its public participation provision
Public review assures the public that tRe
State is meeting the requirements for th®
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Project Title: Coachella Canal Lining Project

Project Location - Specific: The Coachella Canal originates as a branch of the All American Canal at Drop 1 near the
international border between the United States and Mexico and runs in a northwesterly direction, terminating in the
Coachella Valley. The section of the Coachella Canal that is proposed for lining includes siphons 7 through 14 and 15
through 32. This unlined, earthen section of the canal is located generally parallel to, and several miles east of, the

Salton Sea.

Project Location - City: Unincorporated. Located Project Location - County: Riverside
near, but not in, the communities of Niland, Slab and Imperial Counties
City, Hot Mineral Springs, Bombay Beach, and Mecca.

Description of Nature, Purpose, and Beneficiaries of Project: The purpose of the proposed project is to annually
conserve approximately 30,850 acre-feet of water presently being lost as seepage from the earthen reaches of the
Coachella Canal. A specific quantity of conserved water would be assigned to the U.S. Department of the Interior to
facilitate implementation of the San Luis Rey Indian Water Rights Settlement Act (Public Law 100-675, November 17,
1988). Remaining quantities of conserved water would be distributed to southern California to meet present water
demand and to assist the State in attaining the goals of California’s Colorado River Water Use Plan.

Lead Agency: Coachella Valley Water District Division: N/A

Address Where Copy of EIR is Available:

Coachella Valley Water District, Highway 111 at Avenue 52, Coachella, CA 92236

See also attached list of other locations where the Draft EIR is available.

Review Period: Friday, September 22 through Tuesday, November 21, 2000

Contact Person: Mr. Don Mitchell Area Code/Phone/Extension: (760) 398-2651
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Project Title: Coachella Canal Lining Project

Project Location - Specific: The Coachella Canal originates as a branch of the All American Canal at Drop 1 near the
international border between the United States and Mexico and runs in a northwesterly direction, terminating in the
Coachella Valley. The section of the Coachella Canal that is proposed for lining includes siphons 7 through 14 and 15
through 32. This unlined, earthen section of the canal is located generally parallel to, and several miles east of, the

Salton Sea.

Project Location - City: Unincorporated. Located Project Location - County: Riverside
near, but not in, the communities of Niland, Slab and Imperial Counties
City, Hot Mineral Springs, Bombay Beach, and Mecca. -

Description of Nature, Purpose, and Beneficiaries of Project: The purpose of the proposed project is to annually
conserve approximately 30,850 acre-feet of water presently being lost as seepage from the earthen reaches of the
Coachella Canal. A specific quantity of conserved water would be assigned to the U.S. Department of the Interior to
facilitate implementation of the San Luis Rey Indian Water Rights Settlement Act (Public Law 100-675, November 17,
1988). Remaining quantities of conserved water would be distributed to southern California to meet present water
demand and to assist the State in attaining the goals of California’s Colorado River Water Use Plan.

Lead Agency: Coachella Valley Water District Division: N/A

Address Where Copy of EIR is Available:
Coachella Valley Water District, Highway 111 at Avenue 52, Coachella, CA 92236

See also attached list of other locations where the Draft EIR is available.

Review Period: Friday, September 22 through Tuesday, November 21, 2000

Contact Person: Mr. Don Mitchell Area Code/Phone/Extension: (760) 398-2651
Ve
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Revised Draft Environmental Impact Statement/Environmental Impact Report (EIS/EIR)

Additional locations where the Draft EIS/EIR is available.

Bureau of Reclamation, Yuma Area Office, Central Files, Room 145, 7301 Calle Agua Salada, Yuma,
Arizona; telephone: (520) 343-8147

Bureau of Reclamation, Lower Colorado Regional Office, 400 Railroad Avenue, Boulder City, Nevada,
telephone: (702) 293-8000

Bureau of Reclamation, Reclamation Service Center Library, Building 67, Room 167, Denver Federal
Center, 6th and Kipling, Denver, Colorado, telephone: (303) 236-6963

Bureau of Reclamation, Program Analysis Office, Room 7456, 1849 C Street NW, Washington, DC,
telephone: (202) 208-4662

California Department of Water Resources, 6900 Devils Canyon Road, San Bernardino, California;
telephone: (909) 886-5028

Yuma County Library, 350 South Third Avenue, Yuma, Arizona, telephone: (520) 782-1871
Coachella Branch Library, 1538 7" Street, Coachella, California; telephone: (760) 398-5148
Brawley Public Library, 400 Main Street, Brawley, California; telephone: (760) 344-1891

El Centro Public Library, 539 W. State Street, El Centro, California; telephone: (760) 337-4565
Imperial Public Library, 200 W. 9™ Street, Imperial, California; telephone:(760) 355-1332

Indio Branch Library, 200 Civic Center Mall, Indio, California; telephone: (760) 347-2383

Palm Springs Library, 300 S. Sunrise Way, Palm Springs, California; telephone: (760) 322-7323
San Diego Central Library, 820 E Street, San Diego, California; telephone: (619) 236-5800

Los Angeles Public Library, 630 W. Fifth Street, Los Angeles, California 90071; telephone: (213) 228-7000
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Coachella Canal Lining Project Notice of Completion

Revised Draft Environmental Impact Statement/Environmental Impact Report

List of Sections Traversed by the Proposed Project (Unlined Coachella Canal)
by Township & Range and U.S.G.S. 7.5 Minute Topographic Quadrangle Maps

Quadrangle Name Township and Range Sections
Durmid 8 South, 12 East 7,8, 17
Frink NW 9 South, 13 East 31
9 South, 12 East 1,12
9 South, 13 East 7,17, 18, 20, 21
Frink NE 9 South, 13 East 21,22
Iris 10 South, 15 East 31
11 South, 15 East 5,6, 8,9, 15, 16, 22, 23,
26, 35
Iris Wash 10 South, 14 East 15, 22, 23, 25, 26, 31, 36
Mortmar 7 South, 10 East 25, 35, 36
7 South, 11 East 31
8 South, 11 East 6

Orocopia Canyon

7 South, 11 East
8 South, 11 East
8 South, 12 East

31, 32, 33, 34, 35, 36
1,2
6

Wister 9 South, 13 East 22,25, 26, 27, 36
9 South, 14 East 31
10 South, 14 East 5,6,8,9, 15, 16




See NOTE below

SCH # 1990020408

Mail to: State Clearinghouse, 1400 Tenth Street, Sacramento, CA 95814 — 916/445-0613
Notice of Completion and Environmental Document Transmittal Form

1. Project Title: Coachella Canal Lining Project
2. Lead Agency: Coachella Valley Water District 3. Contact Person: Mr. Don Mitchell
3a. Street Address: P.O. Box 1058 (Avenue 52 and Highway 111) 3b. City:_Coachella

3c. County: Riverside 3d. Zip: 92236

3e. Phone: (760) 398-2651

Project Location_Along the Coachella Canal. parallel to and several miles east of the Salton Sea, west of the Chocolate Mountains Aerial Gunnery Range.

4. County: Riverside and Imperial 4a. City/Community: Near Slab City, Hot Mineral Springs communities
4b. Assessor's Parcel No. N/A 4c. Section:_See Attached List

5a. Cross Streets: Coachella Canal. Hot Mineral Spa. Frink, & Beal Rds ~ 5b. For Rural, Nearest Community: Mecca, Slab City, Bombay Beach, Niland

6. Within 2 Miles: a. State Hwy #: 111 b.  Airports: None
c. Railways: Eagle Mountain. Southern Pacific d. Waterways: Coachella Canal, East Highline Canal, and Salt Creek

7. Document Type

CEQA: 8. Local Action Type 9. Development Type
’:’ 01. NOP D 01. General Plan Update [:I 01. Residential: Units Acres ____
[:' 02. Early Cons D 02. New Element [:’ 02. Office: Sq.ft. _____ Acres
D 03. Neg Dec D 03. General Plan Amendment Employees _____
04. Draft EIR (Revised) [ ] 04.Master Plan [ ] 03. Shopping/Commercial: Sqft. ____ Acres____
[__—_l 05. Supplement/Subsequent [:‘ 05. Annexation Employees ______
EIR (Prior SCH No.) D 06. Specific Plan [:l 04. Industrial: Sg.ft. Acres
|:| 06. NOE I:] 07. Community Plan Employees ____
07. NOC D 08. Redevelopment 05. Water Facilities: Type _Lined Canal
D 08. NOD D 09. Rezone MGD Canal delivers up to 330,000 acre-feet annually
NEPA: L—_, 10. Land Division (Subdivision, I:’ 06. Transportation: Type
[:} 09. NOI Parcel Map, Tract Map, etc.) 1:‘ 07. Mining: Mineral
10. PONSI [ ] 11. Use Permit [ ] 08.Power: Type Watts
11. Draft EIS (Revised) [ ] 12. Waste Mgmt Plan [ ] 09. Waste Treatment: Type
[:] 12. EA l:l 13. Cancel Ag Preserve l___—l 10. OCS Related
Other: 14. Other: Approve Canal Lining D 11. Other:
13. Joint Document
D 14. Final Document
15. Other: Recirculated Draft EIS/EIR

10. Total Acres Approx. 270 acres (33.2 linear miles of unlined canal)

12. Project Issues Discussed in Document

—
w

14. Present Land Use and Zoning: Proposed project entails improvements to an existing canal. Approximately 97 percent of the surrounding land is

. Funding (approx.) Federal $__Zero

State $ 62 million + mitigation cost

11. Total Jobs Created 492 Jobs - temporary (preferred alternative)

D 01. Aesthetic/Visual 09. Geologic/Seismic 17. Social 25. Wetland/Riparian

02. Agricultural Land 10. Jobs/Housing Balance [ | 18. Soil Erosion 26. Wildlife

03. Air Quality 11. Minerals [ ] 19. Solid Waste 27. Growth Inducing

04. Archaeological/Historical D 12. Noise C’ 20. Toxic/Hazardous D 28. Incompatible Landuse

I:I 05. Coastal Zone ‘:[ 13. Public Services 21. Traffic/Circulation 29. Cumulative Effects

06. Economic D 14. Schools 22. Vegetation 30. Other: Hydroelectric power,
D 07. Fire Hazard [:I 15. Septic Systems 23. Water Quality Indian Trust Assets, large mammal
08. Flooding/Drainage [ ] 16. Sewer Capacity 24. Water Supply escape from the canal

Total $62 million + mitigation cost

open space, and approximately 2 percent is developed with spas and mobile homes/RV parks.

15. Project Description: The proposed project involves lining 33.2 miles of thg existing Coachella Canal, in order to conserve approximately 30,850
acre-feet of water per year from seepage from the ea

16. Signature of Lead Agency Reprcsentative\

OV —

en sections of the cana

Date 9’/u/ﬂ

»3

NOTE: Clearinghouse will assign identification numbers for all new projects. l% number already exists for a project (e.g., from a Notice of
Preparation or previous draft document) please fill it in.



X '] Resources Agency

Boating & Waterways
Conservation

Fish & Game

Forestry

Colorado River Board

Dept. Water Resources
Reclamation

Parks & Recreation

Office of Historic Preservation
Native American Heritage Commission
S.F. Bay Cons & Dev't Commission
Coastal Commission

Energy Commission

State Lands Commission

Air Resources Board

Solid Waste Management Board
SWRCB: Sacramento

RWQCB: Region # 7
Water Rights

Water Quality
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Reviewing Agencies

X
X
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Caltrans Districts
Dept. of Transportation Planning

8and 11

Aeronautics

California Highway Patrol

Housing and Community Development
Statewide Health Planning

Health

Food and Agriculture

Public Utilities Commission

Public Works

Corrections

General Services

OLA

Santa Monica Mountains

TRPA

OPR - OLGA

OPR - Coastal

Bureau of Land Management

Forest Service

Other
Other

Date Received at SCH

For SCH Use Only:

Date Review Starts

Applicant

Date to Agencies

Consultant

Date to SCH

Contact

Catalog Number

Phone

Clearance Date

Address

Notes:




PROOF OF PUBLICATION
(2015.5.C.C.P)

STATE OF CALIFORNIA
County of Riverside

1 am a citizen of the United States and a resident of
the County aforesaid; 1 am over the age of eighteen
vears, and not a party to or interested in the
above-entitled matter. I am the principal clerk of a
printer of the, DESERT SUN PUBLISHING
COMPANY a newspaper of general circulation,
printed and published in the city of Palm Springs,
County of Riverside, and which newspaper has been
adjudged a newspaper of general circulation by the
Superior Court of the County of Riverside, State of
California under the date of March 24, 1988. Case
Number 191236; that the notice, of which the
annexed is a printed copy (set in type not smaller
than non pariel, has been published in each regular
and entire issue of said newspaper and not in any
supplement thereof on the following dates, to wit:

September 22nd

All in the year 2000

1 certify (or declare) under penalty of perjury that the

foregoing is true and correct.

22nd
Dated at Palm Springs, California this-------------- day
September
of , 2000
Al A \ﬂ/@ﬁi .
Signature

This 1s space for County Clerk's Filing Stamp

No.6041
Notice of Availability/Notice of Completion
Coachella Canal Lining Project Revised and Up-
dated Draft Environmental Impact Statement/Envi-
ronmental Impact Report (EIS/EIR).
Pursuant to the National Environmental Policy Act
and the California Environmental Quality Act, the
Bureau of Reclamation (Reclamationj and the
"Coachella Valley Water District (CVWD) have pre-
pared a joint Draft EIS/EIR for the “Coachella Ce-
nal Lining Project.” The document is a revisec
and updated version of a Draft EIS/EIR filed by
Reclamation and the CVWD and issued for public
comment on January 11, 1994.
The purpose of this action is to conserve 30,850
acre-feet annually of water presently being lost as
seepage from the earthen reaches of the Coa-
chella Canal in Imperial and Riverside Counties.
These earthen canal reaches total 33.2 miles in
length. They are located several miles to the east
of and generally parallel to the Salton Sea, be-
tween the communities of Slab City on the south
and Mecca on the north. The federal action in-
cludes approval of transfers and exchanges of
conserved Coachella Canal water among Califor-
nia’s Colorado River water contractors.
A 60-day public review period shall begin with the
gubhcatlon date of this notice. Note that there will
e no_extension of the comment period for: this
Draft EIS/EIR. In addition to mailing submissions,
comments will also be received by Reclamation
and CVWD at a public hearing scheduled for 6:30
.m. on October 25, 2000, at the Coachella Valley
ater District Office, Highway 111 and Avenue
52, Coachella, California. This facility is disability
accessible. Please contact the persons identified
below within two weeks prior to the hearing date
to arrange for accommodations to meet” other
special needs, such as interpreters for the hear-
ing-impaired. g .
To request copies of the Draft EIS/EIR or to ob-
tain further information about the Coachella Canal
Lining Project, please contact Mr. Don Young,
Reclamation, Yuma Area Office, P.O. Box D, 7301
Calle Agua Salada, Yuma, Arizona, 85366; tele-
phone: ’520) 343-8159; or Mr. Steve Robbins,
Coachella Valley Water District, P.O. Box 1058,
Highwag 111 and Avenue 52, Coachella, Califor-
nia, 92236; telephone: é760) 398-2651. Written
comments on the Draft EIS/EIR should be sent ‘to
Mr. Don Young at the above address. :
Note that Reclamation’s standard practice is to
make comments, including names and home ad-
dresses of respondents, available for public re-
view. Individual .respondents may request that his
or her name or identity be withheld from public
disclosure. Requests for non-disclosure must be
made in writing when comments are submitted.
Reclamation shall accommodate such requests to
the extent allowable by law. All comments sub-
mitted by organizations and businesses and from
individuals identifying themselves as representa-
tives or officials of organizations or businesses
shall be available for public disclosure in their en-
tirety. S O
Coges of the Draft EIS/EIR are available for pubs- |
lic review at the following locations: Bureau of
Reclamation, Yuma Area Office; Coachella Valley ’
‘Water District; California Deeartment of Water Re- |
sources, San Bernardino; Yuma County Library,
Yuma, Arizona; Coachella Branch Library; Brawley
Public Library; El Centro Public Library; Imperial
Public Library; Indio Branch Library; Palm Springs |
Library; San” Diego Central Library; Los Angeles |




PROOF OF FUBLICATION

LEGAL ADVERTISEMENT
Notice of
Availability/Notice of -
Completion
Coachella Canal Lining
Project Revised and Updat-
- ed Draft Environmental Im-,
pact State-
ment/Environmental Impact

‘Report (EIS/EIR).

Pursuant to the National
Environmental  Policy Act
and the California Environ-
ment Quality Act, the Bu-

(2015.5C.C.P.)

STATE OF CALIFORNIA

County of Imperial

1s space is for County Clerk’s Filing Stamp

I am a citizen of the United States and a re
County aforesaid; I am over the age of eig
and not a party to or interested in the at
matter. [ am the principal clerk* of the print,

reau  of - Reclamation
(Reclamation) and the Coa-
chella Valley Water District
*(CVWD) have prepared a
joint Draft' EIS/EIR for the
" “Coachella. Canal Lining
. Project.” The document is a
revised and updated ver-
sion of a Draft EIS/EIR filed

bof of Publication of

IMPERIAL VALLEY PRESS 1y Reclamation and the

CVWD and issued for pub-
lic comment on January 11,

NORTH COUNTY EDITIO}' '

a newspaper of general circulation, printed a
daily in the City of El Centro, County of I
which newspaper has been adjudged a n

The purpose of this action
is to '‘tonserve 30,850
acre-feet annually of water

presently being lost as
seepage from the earthen
reaches of the Coachella
Canal in Imperial and Riv-

general circulation by the Superior Court of t
Imperial, State of California. under the date
1951, Case Number 26775; that the notice. «
annexed is a printed copy. has been publis ;i counties. These
regular and entire issue of said newspaper al gaithen canal reaches total
supplement thereof on the following dates, to 332 miles in length. They

are located several miles to
the east of and generally
parallel to the Salton Sea,
between the communities
of Slab City on the south
and Mecca on the north.
The federal action includes
approval of transfers and
exchanges of conserved
Coachella Canal water
among California’s Colo-
rado River water ‘contrac-
tors.

A 60-day public review pe-
riod shall begin with the
publication date of this no-
tice. Note that there will be
no extension of ‘the com-
ment period for this Draft
EIS/EIR. In addition to mail-
ing submissions, comments
will also be received by
Reclamation and CVWD at
a public hearing scheduled
for -6:30 p.m. on October
25, 2000, at the Coachella
Valley Water District Office,
Highway 111 and Avenue
52, Coachella, California.
This facility is disability ac-

.
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all in the yeara

I certify (or declare) under penalty of perj
foregoing is true and correct.

Y caleon (Mpadtt—

SIGNATURE

* Printer, Foreman of the Printer, or Princ
the Printer.

- the persons identified be-
low within two weeks prion
to the hearing date to ar-
range for accommodation
to meet other
needs, such as interpreters
_ for the hearing-impaired.

Date .........0. 0. . oo
at El Centro, California

cessible. Please contact |

special |

Paste Clipping
of Notice:
SECURELY
In This Space

To request copies of the
Draft EIS/EIR or to obtain
further - information about

" the Coachella Canal Lining |

Project, please contact Mr.
Don Young, Rectamation,

Yuma Area Office, P.O.]

Box D, 7301 Calle -Agua

"'Salada, Arizona, 85366; tel--

ephone: (520) 343-8159; or
Mr. Steve Robbins,_ Coa-

“chella Valley Water District,

P.O. Box 1058, Highway
111 and Avenue 52, Coa-
chella, California, 92236;
telephone: (760) 398-2651.
Written comments-on the
Draft EIS/EIR should be
sent to Mr. Don Young: at
the above address.

-Note that Reclamation’s

standard practice is to
make comments, including

-names and = home ad-

dresses .of respondents,
available for public review.
Individual respondents may
request - that his or her
name or.identity be with-
held from public disclosure.
Requests for
non-disclosure must be

N3s9

made in writing when com-
ments are submitted. Rec-
tamation shall accommo-
date such requests to the
extent allowable by law.:All
comments submitted by or-
ganizations and businesses
and-. from - individuals
identifying: themselves as
representative or officials of
organizations - or. . busi-

‘nesses shall be available

for public disclosure in their
entirety. -~ - :
Copies of the Draft EIS/EIR
are available for public re-
view at the following loca-
tions: Bureau of Reclama-
tion, Yuma Area Office; Co-
achella Valley Water: Dis-
trict; California Department
of Water Resources, San
Bernardino; Yuma County
Library, 'Yuma;, .Arizona;
Coachella Branch Library;

- Brawley 'Public Library; El

Centro Public Library; Im-
perial Public Library; Indio

Branch  Library; = Palm
Springs Library; San Diego
Central  -Library; " Los

Angeles Public Library.
- 822




PROOF OF PUBLICATION
(2015.5.C.C.P)

STATE OF CALIFORNIA
County of Riverside

1 am a citizen of the United States and a resident of
the County aforesaid; 1 am over the age of eighteen
vears, un(l‘ not a party to or interested in the
above-entitled matter. 1 am the principal clerk of a
printer of the, DESERT SUN PUBLISHING
COMPANY a newspaper of general circulation,
printed and published in the city of Palm Springs,
Countyv of Riverside, and which newspaper has been
adj udg‘:cd a newspaper of general circulation by the
Superior Court of the County of Riverside, State of
California under the date of March 24, 1988. Case
Number 191236; that the notice, of which the
annexed is a printed copy (set in type not smaller
than non pariel, has been published in each regular
and entire issue of said newspaper and not in any
supplement thereof on the following dates, to wit:

October 18th, 24th_2sth

All in the vear 2000

1 certity (or declare) under penalty of perjury that the

foregoing is true and correct.

Dated at Palm Springs, California this----------—-—- day
October
2000

of 5 2
AL 50 ’iﬁ@;&x

Signature

This is space for County Clerk's Filing Stamp

Proof of Publication of

| Water District is pro-

No.6311
OF

NOTICE
PUBLIC HEARING
COACHELLA CANAL
LINING PROJECT
The Coachella Valley

posing to install a con-
crete lining along the
unlimited portions of
the Coachella Canal
(33.2 miles). A Draft En-
vironmental Impact
Statement/Draft Envi-
ronmentat Imgact Re-
gort (DEIS/DEIR) has
een prepared to ana-
lyze the potential envi-
ronmental effects of the

Proposed Action and its |
alternatives.
A public hearing is
scheduled for 6:30 p.m.
on October 25, 2000 to
receive comments or
the adequacy of the
DEIS/DEIR. The public
hearing will be held at
the Coachella Valley
Water District Office,
Highway 111 and Ave-
nue 52," Coachella CA.
Please direct questions
to Steve obbins,
g60)398-2651 .
UB:Oct.18,24,25,2000




PROOF OF PUELICATICN

{2015.5C.C.P.)

STATE OF CALIFORNIA

County of Imperial

I am a citizen of the United States and a resident of the
County aforesaid: 1 am over the age of eighteen years,
and not a party to or interested in the above entitled
matter. I am the principal clerk* of the printer of the

IMPERIAL VALLEY PRESS

NORTH COUNTY EDITION

a newspaper of general circulation, printed and published
daily in the City of El Centro, County of Imperial and
which newspaper has been adjudged a newspaper of
general circulation by the Superior Court of the County of
Imperial, State of California. under the date of October 9,
1951, Case Number 26775; that the notice. of which the
annexed is a printed copy, has been published in each
regular and entire issue of said newspaper and not in any
supplement thereof on the following dates, to-wit:

Lrdober /584 45

allin the year I:QOOO )

I certify (or declare) under penalty of perjury that the
foregoing is true and correct

SIGNATURE

* Printer, Foreman of the Printer, or Principal Clerk of
the Printer

Date ... .. .. ,
at El Centro, California.

This space is for County Clerk’s Filing Stamp

Proof of Publication of

LEGAL ADVERTISEMENT
~ NOTICE OF PUBLIC
HEARING CANAL
. LINING PROJECT
The Coachella Valley Wat-
er District is proposing to
install a concrete lining
along ‘the unlined portions
of the Coachella Canal
(33.2 miles). A Draft Envi-
ronmental Impact . State-
ment/Draft Environmental
Impact Report (DEIS/DEIR)
has been prepared to ana-
lyze the potential environ-
mental effects of the Pro-
posed Action and its alter-
natives. A public hearing is
scheduled for 6:30 p.m. on
October 25, 2000 to re-
ceive comments on the ad-
equacy of the DEIS/DEIR.

- The public hearing will be

held at the Coachella Val-
ley Water District Office,
Highway 111 and Avenue

. 52, Coachella 'CA. Please

direct questions to:Steve

- Robbins, (760) 398-2651.

N375 018,24,25






