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1.0 INTRODUCTION 

This Program Environmental Impact Report (PEIR) evaluates the potential environmental 
impacts from the implementation of the Proposed Project, the Quantification Settlement 
Agreement (QSA).  The QSA would implement major components of California’s draft 
Colorado River Water Use Plan (California Plan) and provide part of the mechanism for 
California to reduce its diversions of Colorado River water to the state’s normal year 
apportionment of 4.4 million acre-feet (MAF) (Colorado River Board of California, 2000).  The 
QSA components would provide a framework for conservation measures and water transfers 
for a period of up to 75 years (referred to as the quantification period).  The Coachella Valley 
Water District (CVWD), Imperial Irrigation District (IID), and the Metropolitan Water District of 
Southern California (MWD) are signatory to the QSA.  The QSA is described in detail in section 
2.3, and a summary is included in Appendix A.   

The California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) requires preparation of an Environmental 
Impact Report (EIR) when an agency action, such as implementation of the QSA, is believed to 
have a potential for significant impacts on the environment.  An EIR is “a public document used 
by the governmental agency to analyze the significant environmental effects of a Proposed 
Project, to identify alternatives, and to disclose possible ways to reduce or avoid the possible 
environmental damage” (Title 14, California Code of Regulations, §15002).  An EIR serves as an 
informational document for decisionmakers and the general public alike. 

CVWD, IID, MWD, and the San Diego County Water Authority (SDCWA) have entered into an 
agreement to be co-lead agencies for the preparation of an EIR in accordance with §15051 of the 
State CEQA Guidelines.  Although not a signatory to the QSA, SDCWA would benefit from the 
agreement since the QSA would facilitate the transfer of up to 200 thousand acre-feet per year 
(KAFY) of Colorado River water from IID to SDCWA under the IID/SDCWA Water 
Conservation and Transfer Agreement dated April 29, 1998.  The decision to prepare an EIR to 
assess the potential environmental impacts of implementation of the QSA was made following 
the completion of an Initial Study/Environmental Checklist.  A Notice of Preparation (NOP) 
was published on June 6, 2000, and distributed to the California State Clearinghouse and other 
potentially interested parties (see Appendix B).   

1.1 PROJECT LOCATION 

The water service areas of CVWD, IID, MWD, and SDCWA (which include parts of Ventura, 
Los Angeles, Orange, San Diego, San Bernardino, Riverside, and Imperial counties) are shown 
in Figure 1.1-1.  The region of influence (ROI) comprises the areas that are affected by the QSA 
water conservation and transfer components, i.e., the water service areas of the four co-lead 
agencies.  The ROI also includes areas adjacent to the Colorado River between Lake Mead and 
Imperial Dam and the areas of conveyance and distribution of Colorado River water by the co-
lead agencies, particularly the Colorado River Aqueduct (CRA), All American Canal, and 
Coachella Canal.  The locations of other entities within the State of California that hold interests 
in Colorado River water are shown on Figure 1.1-2. 
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1.2 OVERVIEW OF THE AFFECTED WATER SERVICE AGENCIES 

The following discussion provides an overview of the roles and responsibilities of the four co-
lead agencies, along with their primary sources of water and distribution facilities.  The 
significance of Colorado River water to IID, CVWD, MWD, and SDCWA varies, but in all cases 
the Colorado River constitutes a principal supply of water (in IID’s case, it is the only water 
supply).   

Imperial Irrigation District 

IID was organized in 1911 under the California Irrigation District Act (California Water Code 
§20510 et seq.).  IID diverts and distributes Colorado River water to nine cities and nearly 
500,000 acres of agricultural lands in the Imperial Valley, which is located in Imperial County.  
IID also provides power to more than 90,000 customers in Imperial County and parts of 
Riverside and San Diego counties.  For the purposes of this PEIR, references to IID’s service area 
refer to the water service area unless otherwise specified.  Approximately 98 percent of the 
water transported by IID is used for agriculture; the remaining 2 percent is delivered to the nine 
cities and distributed to residential customers.  This water is diverted at Imperial Dam and 
conveyed through the All American Canal, both of which are operated and maintained by IID 
(see Figure 1.1-1).  The All American Canal delivers water to a 1,667-mile network of main and 
lateral canals in the IID service area.  Seven regulating reservoirs are included within the 
distribution system.  The drainage system within the IID service area generally discharges into 
either the New or Alamo rivers or directly into the Salton Sea.   

Coachella Valley Water District 

CVWD was organized in 1918 under the County Water District Act (California Water Code 
§30000 et seq.) to conserve and protect the Coachella Valley’s water supplies.  The CVWD 
service area consists of approximately 637,600 acres, mainly in eastern Riverside County, with 
small parts of the service area in northern Imperial and San Diego counties.  CVWD is 
responsible for importation and distribution of domestic water; wastewater collection, 
reclamation, and redistribution; regional flood protection; importation and distribution of 
irrigation water; irrigation drainage collection and disposal; groundwater management; and 
water conservation.   

For planning purposes, the Coachella Valley is divided into the Upper Valley and Lower Valley.  
Water in the Upper Valley is supplied by several sources, including groundwater, surface 
water, California State Water Project (SWP) water by exchange, canal water, and recycled water.  
Canal water refers to Colorado River water supplied via the Coachella Canal (refer to Figure 
1.1-1).  The Lower Valley sources consist of canal water and groundwater.  Of the Colorado 
River water reaching the Coachella Valley, 98.5 percent is delivered to farmers.  Several 
conservation and management activities are incorporated into CVWD’s irrigation system, 
including but not limited to, lining the Coachella Canal within the CVWD service area, burying 
distribution pipelines, and building Lake Cahuilla to provide storage for Colorado River water.   

Other measures include operating the canal system through telemetry control, using water- 
efficient irrigation techniques, and restructuring water-ordering procedures.  All agricultural 
drains empty into the Coachella Valley Stormwater Channel (CVSC), which drains to the Salton 
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