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Dear Ed : 

The purpose o f  t h i s  l e t t e r  i s  t o  c l a r i f y  t he  p o s i t i o n  o f  t he  U.S. Sect ion, 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Boundary and Water Commission i n  regard t o  proposed seepage 
recovery f a c i l i t i e s  along the  Al l -Amer ican-C_a~l  i n v o l v i n g  pumping i n  l i e u  o f  
canal l i n i n g .  

- 

You w i l l  r e c a l l  t h a t  on December 5, 1988 a t  t he  meeting i n  Las Vegas i n v o l v i n g  
you rse l f ,  members o f  your  s t a f f ,  r ep resen ta t i ves  o f  t he  Colorado R ive r  Board, 
Me t ropo l i t an  Water D i s t r i c t ,  Imper ia l  I r r i g a t i o n  D i s t r i c t ,  and t h e  Coachel la 
V a l l e y  Water D i s t r i c t ,  I sta ted  my p o s i t i o n  regard ing  the  pumping o p t i o n  and 
t h e  canal l i n i n g  opt ion.  That p o s i t i o n  i s  as fo l l ows :  

The seepage f rom the  Al l -American Canal i s  U.S. sur face water  which was 
a l l o c a t e d  t o  the  Uni ted States under the  1944 Water Treaty  and t h e  Un i ted  
States has t h e  r i g h t  t o  conserve those waters i n  t he  manner i t  chooses. 

L i n i n g  o f  t h e  Al l -American Canal o r  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  a  new l i n e d  canal i s  t h e  
p re fe r red  o p t i o n  from an i n t e r n a t i o n a l  perspect ive.  The pumping o p t i o n  poses 
ser ious i n t e r n a t i o n a l  imp l i ca t i ons .  F i r s t ,  i t  would be ex t remely  d i f f i c u l t  t o  
present  a  conv inc ing  case, t h a t  o n l y  Al l -American Canal seepage water  would be 
withdrawn by the  pumps and t h a t  ground water was n o t  being withdrawn f rom 
Mexico. The specter  o f  wi thdrawing Mexico's ground water would n o t  be present  
w i t h  the l i n i n g  op t ion .  Second, i t  would be d i f f i c u l t  t o  convince Mexico t h a t  
no a d d i t i o n a l  pumps would be added once the  i n i t i a l  pumping system i s  
i n s t a l l e d .  One advantage o f  t he  l i n i n g  o p t i o n  i s  t h a t  once i t  i s  done, i t  i s  
done. 

As I mentioned a t  the  Las Vegas meeting, t he  pumping o p t i o n  would almost 
s u r e l y  cause Mexico t o  request  nego t i a t i ons  perhaps o f  a ground water t r e a t y .  
The Uni ted Sta tes  Sect ion has obta ined the views o f  the  f o u r  border  s t a t e s  and 
the  consensus i s  t h a t  t he  Un i ted  Sta tes  should n o t  en te r  i n t o  such negot ia -  
t i o n s  a t  t h i s  t ime. As you know, each has d i f f e r e n t  ground water  laws and 
prac t ices .  Whatever ac t i ons  t h e  two governments take i n  regard t o  t h e  
A1 1-American Canal and adjacent  ground waters, cou ld  s e t  a  precedent a1 1  a long 
the  U.S.-Mexico border.  
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My pr imary  concern i s  t h a t  the  
encourage Mexico t o  request  an 
op in ion ,  t h e r e  would be a  h igh  
l e s s e r  r i s k  w i t h  the  canal l i n i n g  op t ion .  

Un i ted  Sta tes  n o t  do any th ing  which would 
opening o f  the 1944 Water Treaty.  I n  my 
r i s k  o f  t h i s  w i t h  the  pumping o p t i o n  and a  much 

For t h e  reasons s ta ted  above, I conclude t h a t  t he re  would be ser ious  i n t e r -  
n a t i o n a l  problems w i t h  t h e  pumping o p t i o n  and I urge the  Bureau n o t  t o  
undertake ex tens ive  s tud ies  o f  t h a t  o p t i o n  because i t s  v i a b i l i t y  would be i n  
se r i ous  quest ion  because o f  the i n t e r n a t i o n a l  concerns. 

S incere ly ,  
A 

/ i r e *  Comnissioner 

cc: Dennis Underwood, CRB 
Myron Holbur t ,  MWD 
Charles Shreves, I I D  
Thomas Levy, CVWD 


	
	

