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COLOR. l>O RIVER COMPACT 



• 

u 

�he States of Arizona, �alif0rnia, 

�oloraa.o, revada, !;ev, ·:iexico, Utah and ·:•·,o.ning, 

ht..vinP' resolved to enter into a co,'l:pact under the 

tbe
Act of,Con5ress of the United Statos of Anerica 

ap_)roved August 19, l-:121 (±2 Statutes at la.rge, 

Pago 171) �nd the Acts of the Legislatures of the 

said States, have through their Governors appointed 

as their So:nmissioners: 

..
..
, 
. 

, . 
..J • ·1orviel for the State of Arizona 

..,, ..,
' . ,.. . ·.1cClure for the State of Galifornia 

Delph E, Ca.!'penter for tbe State of �olorado 

,,
J. Scrughan for the Stale Of 'ievada.I • 

St.elhen B, Davis, .Tr. for the State of liew ·,iexico 

.i:..R. Jald\·,oll for the State of Utah 

,.,Frank .., . 1:.rnerson for the Sto.te of •·-yo ning 

wn0, after ne�oti�tions participated in by Herbert 

Hoover appoir.te b:· Tbe President as the r'3l)resenta­

tive of the United States of A·nerica, have agreed upon 

the following articles: 

... 

• 
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�· e najor purposes of this co:np�ct are to 

provide for the e�ui table di vis ion and a pportion nent 

of the use of the ,a.tars of the Colorado River Syste�; 

to establish tho relative inportance of different bene­

ficial uses of water; to promote interstate comity; to 

rernove causes of present and future controversies; and 

to secure the expeditious agricultural and industrial 

develo_p.nent of the Colorado River Basin, the storage of 

its \'la. ters ana. the protection of 1 i f'e and prorerty from 

floods. To theso ends tbe olorado River Basin is 

divided into two Basins, and an apportionment of the use 

of part of the water of the Colorado RiTer s.,stem is made 

to each of them with the provision that further equitable 

apportionnents nay be made, 

A. t'.:: I �LE II 

As usea in this co:npact:-

(a} 'i:'he tern "L!oloracio River S:rstem" .neans that 

..)Ortion of the c-lorado Hiv'lr and �ts trib12taries \'7ithin 

the United States of Anerica, 

(bl 7110 torn "Jolorado River lbsin" 'lleans all of 

the drainage area. '.:if the Colorado TU ver S:rs ten and all 

other territory ithin the United States of America. to 

which the w&.ters of the Colorado River System shall be 

beneficially applied. 



g 

(c)e T"le ter:-n 11 :t.ates of the Upper Division" •neanse

the States of Colorado, :Jew i,lexico, Utah and -yo""ling. 

(d)e ':'1ie ter"'l "States of the Lower Division" ineanse

the States of Arizona, California and Nevada. 

(e)e The tor·n "Lee ?erry" neans a point in the :naine

s trean of the Colorado �U ver one Tlile below the nouth of 

the Paria .:1iver. 

( f)e The term "Upper Bas in" ·neans those parts of thee

States of Arizona, Colorado, New '.lexico, Utah &.nd 7,�/0'!lin 

within and from woich waters naturally drain into the 

Colorado qiver Systen above Lee Ferry, and also all parts 

of said States located without the draina?,e area of the 

.,olor·ado qi vor Sys te·n whi h a.re now or shall hereafter be 

beneficially servea by waters diverted fron the System 

above Lee ferry. 

( g)e The term "Lower .sa.s in" ncans those parts ofe

tQe St.atos of Arizona, California, !:evada, 1:ew ·,1exico 

and Utah within and fro:n which waters naturally d-ain 

into the Colorado Tiiver �ysten bel,w Lee Ferry, and also 

all parts of said States located without the drainage 

area of the Colorado �iver Syste� which are now or shall 

hereafter be beneficially served by waters diverted from 

the System below Lee ierry. 

(h)e The term "donestic use•• shall include tho usee

of water for household, stock., municipal, "lining, 'llilling, 

industrial and othor like purposes, but shall exclude the 

�enerntion of electrical power. 



A.�'l'LLl:. III 

(a)e �here is hereby aop1rtioned fron the Coloradoe

1iver Syste'n in per:!)etuity to the u,-,er Basin and to 

the �ower Jasin respectively the exclusive beneficial 

consunptive use of 7 ,b00,000 acre feet of \'later per 

annt1:n, which shall include all wator necessary for the 

sup[>ly of any rights which -nay now exist. 

(o)e In a ddition to the apportion:nent in paragraphe

(a), the Lower .aa.sin is hereby given the right to in­

crease its oeneficial consu'llptive use of such waters 

by one oillion acre feet por annum. 

(cl If, as a 'llatter of i..ternational co;nity, the 

T1nited States of A"llerica shall hei-eafter recognize in 

the TJnit.ed States of "exico o.ny rieht to the use of any 

waters of the Colorado Tliver Syste;n, such waters shall be 

supplied first from the waters which are surplus over 

ti.nd above the ae:regate of tr1e 1uanti tios specified in 

paragra�hs (a) and (b); and if such surplus shnll prove 

insufficient for this purpose, then, tho burden of such 

deficiency shall be equally borne by the lipper 58.sin and 

the Lower Basin, and whenever necessary the States of 

the '�per Division shall deliver at Lee Ferry water to 

supply one-half of the doficien y so recognized in addition 

to that �rovided in paragraph (d). 

(d)e The States of the Upper Division will note

cau3e the flow of the river at Lee Ferry to be del)leted 
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oe1nw an a:;gre"'ate of ?b.100,000 acre feet for any 

neriod of ten consecutive vears reckoned in continuinP,' 

...,r0r-resJive series beeinnine; ,,i.th t.ho first day of 

) tooor nex.t succoea.ing the mt ification of this co-..-

(o)e 7ho ::Hates of the Upper Dlvision shall note

withholi \1ater, and the States of t:10 Lorvor Division 

shall not re1uire the delivery of �ater, which cannot 

reasonably be a,�lied to domestic and agricultural uses. 

(f)e Further eiuit.able ap ortionnent of the bene­

f'icie.l uses of the wuterr. <Jf the Colorado �iver Systea 

unap9ortioned by paragraphs (ul, (bl and (cl nay be 

nade int he :nanner rirovido•i in paragraph (el at any 

tine after Octooer first, 1963, if and when either 

Basin shall huvo reached its total beneficial consu:nptive 

use as set out in paragraphs (al and (b), 

(el In the event of a desire for a further apryor­

tlon':iont as ,...,rovided in paraP'raph (f) an.v two sil"118.tory 

.3tates. a.ctinP through thoir '}overnors, 't\8.Y "'ive jnint 

noti e of such dttire to the r.0v�rnors 0f the other 

sLmat.ory States 0.1.u to '.1.'ho President of the United 

States of Anerica, Wld it shall be the duty of the 

'Jovernors 0f the sl.cmatory States ,.nd of :'he ?resident 

of the United States of A'llerica fortliwith to a119oint 

representatives, v,hose duty it shall be to divide and 

a!>portion e lU1 tably between the Up!)•'r B�sin and L0\·1er 

Basin the beneficial uso of' the unopportioned water of 

the .,olorado River Syste-n as .nontionea in paragraph (f), 

subject to the legislative r�tification or the signatory 

States and the Congress of the United States of A1erica. 
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AR�ICLl:. IV 

(al Inasnuch as the Colorado River has �eased 

to be na.vieablo for connorce and the rosorvation of 

its waters :t'or na.vit;ation w'.:>.ild seriously linit t.he 

devolop,nent. of its Basin, the use of it.s waters for 

pur11oses of navigation shall be suoservient to t.he 

uses of such wntors for a.onestic, u.�ricultural und 

power . urposes. If the Congress shall not consent to 

this para�raph, the other provisions of this conpact 

shall nevertheless re-na.in binding. 

(bl Sub,ject to the provisions of this o:nra.ct, 

water of the Jolorado �lver Syste'll nay be i�poun.l.ed 

and u:.ed for the generation of electrical power, but 

such l!!poundin� and use shall oe subservient to the 

use and consu·"lption of such water for agricultural 

and do nest ic purposes o.nd shall not interfere with o r 

prevent use for such cloninant ourposos. 

(cl The provisions of this arti le shall not 

a:.>ply to or interfere with the rogula.tion and control 

by any State within its boundaries of t�e appropriation, 

use and distribution of water. 

https://i�poun.l.ed
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AR'i'I8LE V 

The chief officir.l of each si�atory State 

chargee1 with t. he ad'lini.stration of water rights, to­

Rether with l he Di.rector of the United States '1ecla:na­

tion Service and the Director of the Ur.ited States 

Goolo�ical Survey shall cooperate, ex-officio; 

(a) To pronote the systenatic uetor'lina.tion an d 

co-ordination of the facts as to flow, appropriation, 

consuription and use of water in the Colorauo �ivor Basin, 

and the interchange of aYailable inf ornation in such 

:iatters. 

(b) ?o secure the ascertain�ent and publication 

of the annUul flow of the 8o lorado River at Lee Ferry. 

(c) ?o perfor'n such other duties as nay be assigned 

by �utual consent of the si:;n atories fron time to ti"'le. 



ATI�ICLE VI 

Should any claim or controversy arise be­

tween any two or :nore of the sil,;Ilatory States: (a) 

with respect to the wn ters of the tJolorado ru ver S::s tem 

not covered b;' the terms of this c0'11pa.ct; (b) ovor the 

rnoanin;� or per for nance of any of the ter:ns of this 

co�9act; (c) �s to the allocation of the burdens in­

cident to the performance of any article of this co11pa.ct 

or the delivery of watars as horein provided; (d) as to 

the cons iruc t ion or operation of works within the olo­

raclo Jiver Basin to be situated in two or nore 0tates, 

or to be constructed in one State for the benefit of 

another State: or (e) as to the diversion of water in 

one State for the benefit of bnother State; tho Governors 

of the States affected, upon the ro1;.1est of one of them, 

shull forthwith appoint Co'TI.nissioners with power to con­

sider and adjust such claim or controversy, subject to 

ratification by the Legislatures of �he State::; Sl:> affected. 

1!othine herein contained shall prevent tho 

adjust'!lent of ony such ol&ii;i or controversy by any 

nresont �ethod or by direct future le�isletive action 

of the interested States. 

https://co11pa.ct
https://c0'11pa.ct


.'Ji:'! JL!:. VII 

t�o thing in this co11pact s'il.ull be construed 

as affecting the obli�ations of the Uni ted States of 

Anerica to Indian tribes. 

ART! 0LE VI II 

present perfected riehts to t�e beneficial 

use of waters of the Colorado River System are unia­

_:>aired by this co:npact. "/henever storage capacity 

of b,000,000 acre feet shall have been provided on 

the rnain _,olorado River within or for the berofit of 

the Lower Basin, then clai11s of such riehts, if any, 

by appropriators or users of water in the Lower Basin 

aeainst appropriators or users of water in the Upner 

Basin shnllirttach to and oe satisfied fro'll water that 

nay be sto!'ou not in conflict with Article III, 

All other rights to beneficial use of waters 

of the Colorado River Syste11 shall be satisfied solely 

fron the water apportioned to that Basin in which they 

are situate. 
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J.R':.'I..:L'E, IX 

!?othing in this conpact shall be c�nslrued 

to linit or prevent any State fro� instituting or 

maintaining an.ya ction or proceeding, legal or etuitable, 

for the protection of any right under this C()TIJT ct or 

the enforcenent of any of its provisions. 

AR':.'ICLE X 

This conp&ct �ay be tern:nated ut any t1�e 

by the unani11ous agreer.1ent of the signatory States.· 

In the event of such ter11ination all rights establish­

ed under it shall continue uni�paired. 

AR'i'ICLE XI 

�his conpact shall beco�e bind in� and ob-

1 iga tory when it shall have been approved b�,r the Le�i s­

la tures of each of the signatory States and by the 

Congress of the United States. notice of approval by 

1, the Leeislatures shall be give'l by the Governor of each 
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siviatory State to the �ovornors of the other si';!latory 

States �nd to t:he President of the llni ted Statos, and 

the :'resident of the United States ls re,uested to .<""ive 

notice to the Jovernors of the sienntory States of 

approval by tho onfress of t.ne TJnited States. 

n; •�'I"!l'l'.SS "'Iih.11:.0i, the C0 n niss ioners have 

signet1 this co n_!)uct in a s ln,.le or i�inal, �,hich shall 

be deDosited in the �rcbiv�s of the De,�rtnent of State 

of the United States of A.norica and of which a duly 

certified co-:, shall be forwardeu to the Governor of 

each of the siP,nntory States, 

D0':E at the i t;v of Santa Fe, :'ev, ·!exico, this 

twenty-fourth day of "love nber, A. n. Ono ,.,housand I;tno 

Hmdrei and '.i.'wenty-two. 

(Si�ed) $. '!orviel 

(Sif"ned) ·;1. i?. ·1cCluree

(Si�neu) Dolph t-·
�· �arpenter 

" (3ignod) J. J. Scru,:rhame

(�ipned) Stephen 3. Davis, . r • 

(Siened) "t. ,..
... . Jaldwell 

(Signed) 1-'rnnk (:. I:nerson 

(Si'J'?lod) Herbert Hoover. 
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