DEPARTMENT OF STATE

1 whom these presents shall come, Greeting:

River Compact," signed 24th November, 1922, at the

nta Fe, New lexico, the original of which is on file

partment.

In testimony wheveof 7, .. °harles B, Hughes

Secretary of Slate, have hereunto caused the Scal of the
Department of Slate lo be affixed and my name subscribed by
the Chief Clerk of the said Department, al the Cily of

Washington, this ... tyaenty-second. ... day of
QDecembex o , 1922.
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COLORADO RIVER COMPACT




The States of Arizona, Zalifarnia,
solorado, Yevada, New iexico. Utah and Wvoming,
having resolved to enter into a compact under the

the . 1 -
act of, Jongress of tne United States of America
apnproved August 19, 1921 (42 Statutes at Lurge,
Page 171) and t he Acts of the Legislatures of the

said States, have through their Governors appointed

as their Zomnmissioners:

We Se Norviel for the State of Arizona

Ve Fo MceClure for the State of ZJalifornia
Delph E. larpenter for the State of Zolorado
J. 3. Scrughaa for the State of levada
Stephen B. Davis, .Jr. for tne State of New liexico
R. E. Zaldwell for the State of Utah

frank C. Emerson for the State of “»yoming

wno, after negotiations participated in by Herbert
Hoover appointed by The President as the rewnresenta-

tive of the United States or America, have agreed upon

the following articles:
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ARTICLE I

The major purposes of this compact are to
provide for the eguitable division and apportionnent
of the use of the ¥aters of the Colorado River System;
to establish the relative importance of different bene-
ficial uses of water; to promote intarstate comity: to
remove causes Of present and future controversies; and
to secure the expeditious agricultural and industrial
developient of tmne Colorado River Basin, the storage of
its waters sna tne protection of life and property from
floods. To these ends the Colorado River Basin is
divided into two Basins, and an apportionment of the use
of part of the water of the Colorado River System is made
to each of them with the provision that further equitable

annortionnents may be made.
ARTICLE II

As used in this comnact:-

(a) The term "Coloraao River System'" means that
portion of the C~lorado River and its tributaries within
the United States of America.

(b) The term "Jolorado River Basin" means all of
the drainage area 9t the Coloradn River System and all
other territory within the United States of America to

whicnh the waters of the Colorado River System shall be

benetf'icially applied.



(c)le The term "Ztates of the Upper Division" meanse
the States of Colorado, lew ilexico, Utah and "yoming.

(d)e The term "States of the Lower Division'" 'meanse
the States of Arizona, California and Nevada.

(eJe The tarm "Lee Ferry" mneans a point in the maine
stream of the Colorado River one mile below the mnouth of
the Paria River.

(f)e The term "Upper Basin" means those parts of thee
States of Arizona, Colorado, New Mexico, Utah and woaing
within and from wnich waters naturally drain into the
Colorado River System above Lee ierry, and also all parts
ot said States located without the drainage area of the
Colorado River System which are now or shall hereafter be
beneficially servea by waters diverted froa the Systen
above Lee rFerry.

(z)e The tefm "Lower 3asin" means those narts ofe
tag States of Arizona, California, lNevada, New Mexico
and Ttah within and trom which waters naturally drain
into the Zolorado River Systemn bel-w Lee Ferry, and also
all parts of said States located without the drainage
area of the CJolorado River System which are now or shall
hereafter be beneficially served by waters diverted from
the Systein below Lee rerry.

(h)e The term "domestic use" shall include the usee
of water for household, stock, municipal, mining, milling,
industrial and other like purposes, but shall exclude the

=gneration of electrical power.



ARTICLE III

(a)e There is hereby avpnrtioned fron the Soloradoe
River System in pervmetuity to the Upper Basin and to
the Lower Basin respectively the exclusive beneficial
consuwaptive use of 7,500,000 acre feet of water per
annun, which shall includs all water necessary for the
supnly of any rights which may now exist.

(o)e Inaddition to the zpportionment in paragraphe
(a), the Lower B3asin is hereby given the right to in-
crease its Deneficial consumptive use of such waters
by one nillion acre feet per annua.

le) 1If, as a natter of international comity, the
'mited States of America shall hereafter recognize in
the TInited States of ‘'exico any right to the use of any
waters of the Colorado River System, such waters shall be
supplied ftirst from the waters which are surplus over
and above tne aggregate of the rjuantities specified in
paragraohs (a) and (b); and it such surplus shall prove
insufficient for this purpose, then, the burden of such
def'iciency shall be ejually borne by the Upper 3Basin and
the Lower Basin, and whenever necessary the States of
the Upper Division shgll deliver at Lee Kerry water to
supply one-half of the deticiensy so recognized in addition
to that vrovided in paragraph (d).

(d)e The States ot the Upper Division will note

cauze the flow of the river at Lee [Ferry to be denleted
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oelow an aggresate of 75,000,000 acre feet for any
neriod of ten consecutive vears reckoned in continuing
nrneressive series beginning with the first day of
Ontooor next succeedaing the ratification of this com-
pact.

(a)e The States of the Upper Division shall note
withhold water, and the States of the Lower Division
shall not require the delivery of water, which cannot
reasonably be apnlied to domestic and agricultural uses.

(f)e Further equitable apportionnent of the bene-
ficiel uses of the waters 9f the Colorado River Systei
unapportioned by paragraphs (a), (b) and (c) may be
mzde in t he manner provided in paragraph (&) at any
time after October tirst, 1963, if and when either
Basin shall have reached its total beneficial consumptive
use as set out in paragraphs (a) and (b).

(g) In the event of a desire for a further apnor-
tionnent as nrovided in parafraph (f) any two sienatory
States, acting through their Governors, may ~ive Jnint
notice or such desire to the fGovernors nf the other
siznatory States and to The President of the United
States of America, znd it shall be the duty of the
Governors af the signatory States zand of The President
of the United States of America forthwith to appoint
representatives, whose duty it shall be to divide and
apportion equitably between the Uprner Basin and Lower
3asin the beneficial use ot the unapportioned water of
the Colorado River System as mentionea in paragraph (f),
subject to the legislative ratification of the signatory

States and the Congress ot the United States of Anerica.



ARTICLE IV

(a) Inasmuch as the Colorado River has ceased
to be navigable for conmerce and the reservation of
its waters for navigation would seriously limit the
devalop:nent of its Basin, the use of its waters for
purposes of navigation shall be subservient to the
uses of such waters for domestic, agricultural and
power purposes. If the Congress shall not consent to
££is paragraph, the other provisions of this compact
shall nevertheless remain binding.

(b) Subject to the pnrovisions of this compact,
water of the Colorado Rivar System may be impounded
and used for the generation of electrical power, but
sucn impounding and use shall be subservient to thne
use and consumnption of such water for agricultural
and domestic purposes and shall not interfere with o r
prevent use for such dominant nurposes.

(c) The provisions of this article shall not
apply to or interfere with the regulation and control
by any State witnin its boundaries of the appnropriation,

use and distribution of water.
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ARTICLE V

The chiéf official of each signatory State
charged with t he adninistration of water rights, to-
gether with t he Dirsctor of the United States Reclama-
tion Service and the Director of the United States
Geological Survey shall cooperate, ex-officio:

(a) To pronote tne systeautic determination and
co-ordination of the facts as to flow, appropriation,
consunption and use of water in the Colorado River Basin,
and the interchange ot available information in such
natters.

(b) To secure the ascertainment and puﬁlication
of the annuul flow of the ZJolorado River at Lee Ferry.

(¢) To perform such otuner duties as may be assigned

by mutual consent of the signatories from time to time.



ARTICLE VI

Shnuld any claim or controversy arise be-
tween any two or more of the sienatory States: (a)
with respect to the waters of the Colorado River System
not covered by the terms of this compact; (b) over the
moaning or performance of any of the terms of this
compact; (c) as to the allocation of the burdens in-
cident to the pertormance of any article of this compact
or the delivery ot waters as herein provided; (d) as to
the construction or operation ot works within the Golo-
rado River Basin to be situated in two or more States,
or to be constructed in one State for the benefit of
another State; or (e) as to the diversion of water in
one State for the benefit of another State; tho Governors
ot the States affected, upon the rojuest of one of them,
shall rorthwith appnoint Commnissioners with power to con-
sider and adjust such clail or controversy, subject to
ratification by the Leglslatures of the States s® affected.
Nothing herain contained shall vrevent the
adjustment of any such claim Or controversy by any
present metnod or by direct future legisletive action

of the interested States.
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ARTICLE VII

Nothing in this coampact shall be construed
as affecting the obligations of the United States of

America to Indian tribes.

ARTICLE VIII

Fresent perfected rights to the beneficial
use of waters of the Colorado River System are unin-
paired by tnis compact. 'Whenever storage capacity
ot 5,000,000 acre feet shall have been provided on
the wain Colorado River within or for the berefit of
the Lower Basin, then claims of such rights, if any,
by appropriators or users of water in the Lower Basin
against approprlators or users of water in the Upner
Basin shall sttach to and be satisfied from water that
nay obe storea not in conflict with Article III.

All other rights to beneticial use of waters
of the Jolorado River System shall be satisf'ied solely
fron the water apportioned to that 3asin in which they

are situate.



ARTICLE IX

Yothing in this compact shall be construed
to linit or prevent any State from instituting or
maintaining anyaction or proceeding, legal or ejuitable,
for the protection of any rignt under this cong ct or

the enforcement of any of its provisions.
ARTICLE X

This compuact may be termninuted at any time
by the unanimous agreement of the signatory States.’
In the event of such termination all rights establish-

ed under it shall continue uniwmnaired.
ARTICLE XI

This compact shall become binding snd ob-
ligatory when it shall have been approved by the Legis-
latures of each of the signatory States and by the
Congress of the United States. Xotice of apnroval by

, the Legislatures shall be givé7by the Governor of each



signatory State to the Governors of the other signatory
States and to the President of the [Ini ted States, and
the Presidant of the United States is reiuested to eive
notice to the Governors of the signatory States of

approval by the Congress of tne Tnited States.

IR WITNESS THLREO#, the Cnmnissioners have
signea this compact in a sinzle original, which shall

be deposited in the srchives of the Department of State

- of the United States of Anorica and of which a duly

certified cony shall be torwarded to the Governor of
each of the signatory States.

DOYE at the City of Santa Fe, Yew 'fexico, this
twenty-fourth day of YNovenber, A. D. Ono Thousand ¥ine
Hundred and Twenty-two.

(Signed) W. S. Norviel
(Signed) ¥W. . leCluree
(Signed) Delph E. Carpenter
(Signed) J. 3. Serurhame
(Signed) Stephen 3. Davis, .Jr.
(Signed) R. &. Caldwell

(Signed) Frank C. Eserson

APPROVED :

(signed) Herbert Koover.
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