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1:  Metropolitan Water District of Southern California (MWD) and the Coachella Valley Water District (CVWD) have and are currently storing portions of their basic and surplus apportionments of Colorado River water for intrastate purposes.  Intrastate storage (e.g. groundwater storage) activities/facilities are not within Reclamation's jurisdiction, and thus does not permit nor follow the water for environmental compliance purposes once delivered to a water user's point of diversion. The federal government does not have jurisdiction over groundwater aquifers, recharge sites or other off-stream storage sites within the states.  Ongoing or new groundwater storage projects would be regulated by state and local regulations and compliance requirements under CEQA, California Water Control Board, and the California Department of Health Services.  Some groundwater projects may require federal permits or approvals thus a CEQA/NEPA document may be prepared.  Potential impact to trust assets on or adjacent to the Soboba Indian Reservation or the Morongo Indian Reservation from the operation and maintenance of MWD's Colorado River aqueduct are the responsibility of MWD and are not caused by or the result of the federal action addressed in this EIS.

2:  The Salton Sea Watershed Tribes do not have Winters Rights to Colorado River Water thus there is no trust asset to impact. Potential impacts to Tribal assets from intrastate groundwater storage are not within the jurisdiction of Reclamation but are regulated by state and local regulations.  Water to satisfy the San Luis Rey Water Rights Settlement is dependant on and shall be derived from conserved water from the lining of the All American Canal.  Once lined, and conservation accounted for, a portion of the conserved water will be transferred by a point of delivery change to MWD facilities which is being addressed by separate Reclamation compliance documentation. Reclamation understands that the BIA is preparing separate environmental compliance for the use of this settlement water.  The development nor transfer of the San Luis Settlement water is affected by the federal action addressed in this EIS.
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3:  The Riverside office of BIA was sent a copy of the FEIS, as requested.  As a commentor, the Pacific Regional Office was added to the distribution list.




