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B-E Engineering 


B-E Engineering 
1

B-E Engineering 
1:  Comment noted.  Reclamation believes that the level of analysis for energy resources presented in the FEIS, Section 3.10,  appropriately identifies the potential effects of interim surplus criteria.
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B-E Engineering 
2

B-E Engineering 
3

B-E Engineering 
cont'd

B-E Engineering 
2:  Comment noted.  Figure 3.3-15 of the FEIS presents the probability for Lake Mead to be below 1,083 feet msl generated from DEIS modeling is approximately 42 to 43 percent (a 58 to 57 percent probability of avoidance) under baseline conditions and each of the alternatives during the final 15 years of analysis.  As noted in Figure 3.3-15, Lake Mead water levels may fall below 1083 feet msl under modeled baseline and surplus alternatives.  The interim surplus criteria has the potential to draw down the Lake Mead water levels earlier but to the same levels as the baseline conditions.




3:  The hydrology data used to model the operations of the Colorado River under baseline conditions and the surplus alternatives were developed using Reclamation's historic Colorado River flow measurement data, in combination with estimates of historical depletions.  The resulting natural flow data represents an estimate of the flows that would have existed without storage or depletion by man.  This is different than the recorded historical stream flows that represent actual measured flows. The system of measurement and adjustment for natural flows that Reclamation used for EIS analyses represents the best available information.  Sections 3.3.2 and 3.3.3 discuss natural runoff and modeling of future hydrology.  It is anticipated that Lake Mead water levels and Hoover Powerplant production will be affected by the conditions modeled under the baseline conditions and surplus alternatives.  The relative differences in potential impacts as presented in Sections 3.3 and 3.10 are the impacts that need to be considered as being associated with the implementation of the interim surplus criteria, under the respective surplus alternatives.



VOLUME III, PART B                                                                                                                                                                                                             STATE AGENCIES - APA
COMMENT LETTER RESPONSES

COLORADO RIVER INTERIM SURPLUS CRITERIA FEIS                                                                                                                                                                        LETTER 35
B-125

B-E Engineering 


B-E Engineering 


B-E Engineering 
4

B-E Engineering 
5

B-E Engineering 
4:  Section 3.10.2.3 includes a discussion of generation ancillary services, which include peaking power.  A large portion of the potential losses is included in baseline conditions.


5:  See response to Comment 16-2.  Impacts to individual power customers is beyond the scope of analysis in the EIS.  Reclamation believes that the level of analysis for energy resources presented in the EIS appropriately identifies the potential effects of interim surplus criteria.
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B-E Engineering 
6

B-E Engineering 
 

B-E Engineering 
6:  Comment noted.
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