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1:  A new alternative, the Basin States Alternative, has been included in the FEIS.  This alternative was derived from the Seven States proposal, and has been selected by Reclamation as the preferred alternative.2:  Comment noted.  Section 3.10 of the FEIS discusses potential reductions in Hoover Dam powerplant capacity under baseline conditions and each of the alternatives.3:  Comment noted.  For the analysis in the FEIS, it was assumed that the Yuma Desalting Plant would become operational in 2022 under baseline conditions as well as under interim surplus criteria (See Section 3.3.3.3, General Modeling Assumptions).  The suspension of the tiered interim surplus criteria prior to the end of the 15-year period is discussed in Section 1.4.1. Attachment I to the FEIS includes draft guidelines for the administration of the interim surplus criteria under the Basin States Alternative which address standards for progress by California. 4:  Evaluation of the method of accounting for return flow and the definition of  beneficial use are not within the purpose and need for the proposed action and are therefore not addressed in the FEIS.
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