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1:  See response to Comment 11-13 regarding additional deliveries to Mexico.2:  It is unclear what this comment means by "actual conditions."  Reclamation used data and models accepted as the most representative currently available.3:  The delivery of water to Mexico under all modeled condtions in this FEIS was consistent with the requirements of the Treaty.  The diversion and use of such Treaty water is solely at Mexico's discretion.  The delivery of excess flows to Mexico occur when flows available in the Colorado River exceeds the amount needed to meet the beneficial water needs of Lower Basin users in the United States.  It is not within Reclamation's discretionary authority to make unilateral adjustments to water deliveries to the international border.4:  See response to Comment 31-8 for a discussion of the Index Sequential Method of modeling.  A direct comparison with historical values is not representative, since current and projected depletions are greater than those in the past.  5:  Comment noted.  See response to Comment 57-158 for a discussion of the change in excess flows to Mexico.
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6:  See response to Comment 56-16.7:  See response to Comment 56-16.  Also, the U.S. Section iterates that the United States Government does not assume any obligation to mitigate for adverse impacts in Mexico.  At the same time, the U.S. Section observes that the IBWC consultations with Mexico are a forum to receive comments from the Government of Mexico and provide for technical discussion to carry out, in the context of comity, joint cooperation projects in support of the Colorado River riparian ecology to the Gulf of California that would have a benefit to the US and Mexico.  Reclamation is working with the IBWC through the consultation process to identify joint cooperation projects.  Mechanisms that the Department of the Interior, and particularly the Bureau of Reclamation, have been working on include the Joint Declaration and the follow-up conference held October 11, 2000, in Washington, D.C.  Regarding the Colorado River delta area, Reclamation is also actively participating in the Fourth Technical Work Group (Delta Task Force).  It is a bi-national group working to conduct a joint baseline study of the water and natural resource conditions in the Cienega de Santa Clara and the adjoining lowermost part of the delta of the Colorado River which utilizes the resources of participating agencies in monitoring, field work, photography and data exchange.




