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183:  The FEIS includes expanded and new discussions in appropriate sections of impacts to resources below Hoover Dam.


184:  The 15 to 20-foot elevation changes described in the text occur over a year, not month-to-month.  The rate of fluctuations would remain approximately the same with adoption of interim surplus criteria.  Section 3.7.3.3.1 has been modified.

185:  Studies are ongoing to determine effects of toxins on fish, with the premise that increased concentrations show increased effects, and to determine what limits need to be enforced.  Section 3.5.3 discusses potential water quality effects associated with Las Vegas Wash and Lake Mead.


186:  The FEIS considers the potential effects of increases in the temperature of water released from Hoover Dam under decreased reservoir elevations on the sport fishery within the river between Hoover Dam and Lake Mohave in Section 3.7.3.  Reclamation has determined that fluctuations in flows below Hoover Dam to the SIB under the alternatives would be within the historical operating range of the river and would, therefore, not affect aquatic resources within this segment.


187:  Section 3.8 of the FEIS addresses species below Hoover Dam, downstream to the SIB with Mexico.


188:  This section is meant only to provide existing information.  The analysis on how the changes in reservoir levels might impact these plant species is included in the Environmental Consequences section.
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189:  See response for Comment 57-187.


190:  Paragraph has been modified in the FEIS for clarification.





191:  The table, and subsequent discussion of the species, has been reorganized as you suggested.


192:  The discussion on lakeside habitat and riverside habitat in the lower canyon will be presented in separate sections in the FEIS in order to clarify these two distinct areas.  No additional information will be added to the existing discussion on habitat in the lower canyon and potential changes in riverside and marsh habitat as it is adequately addressed.


193:  The lakeside habitat has been organized under its own headings.  Riverside habitat along the lower river has been added with reference to detailed discussions from the biological assessment (BA) prepared by Reclamation for the interim surplus criteria.




194:  Additional information on water levels and development of riparian and marsh habitats in the Lake Mead Delta and Lower Grand Canyon has been added to the discussion of the FEIS.   This information summarizes findings from the following Reclamation report: Willow Flycatcher Disturbances, Threats and Protective Management Along the Lower Virgin and Colorado Rivers - 1997 (Reclamation, 1998).

195:  Additional information on marshes and backwaters along the Colorado River from below Hoover Dam to the SIB has been added.  The discussion references findings from Reclamation's BA that examines potential effects of the implementation of the interim surplus criteria on these habitats.

196:  The sentence has been reworded in the FEIS.

197:  See response to Comment 57-187.




