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B-E
1

B-E 
1:  Reclamation respectfully believes that appropriate consultation with Indian Tribal Governments occurred with respect to the development of interim surplus criteria.  A full listing of the consultations during the development of the interim surplus criteria is found in Section 5.4.
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B-E Engineering 
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B-E Engineering 
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B-E Engineering 
1a:  The interim surplus criteria will not alter the quantity of priority of Tribal entitlements.  In fact, as noted by the description of the Tribes' water rights above, the Tribes have the highest priority water rights on the Colorado River.  Surplus determinations have been made by the Secretary since 1996, and surplus water supplies have been utilized by valid Colorado River contractors under the Secretary's annual surplus determinations since that date.  Adoption of ISC will not make any additional surplus water available as compared with current conditions, but rather will provide more objective criteria for surplus determinations and will quantify the amounts of surplus water to be made available on an annual basis.  Reclamation does not believe that identifying the limited amounts of surplus water will provide any additional disincentives for Tribal water development.  Interim surplus criteria are also intended to complement efforts by California to reduce its over reliance on surplus water.  The selection of any of the alternatives of this proposed action does not preclude any entitlement holder from using its water rights.2:  See response to Comment 1.




