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B-E Engineering 
1: Metropolitan Water District of Southern California (MWD) and the Coachella Valley Water District (CVWD) have and are currently storing portions of their basic and surplus apportionments of Colorado River water for intrastate purposes but the U.S. has jurisdiction over reserved Tribal water.  Intrastate storage (e.g. groundwater storage) activities/facilities are not within Reclamation's jurisdiction, and thus does not permit nor follow the water for environmental compliance purposes once delivered to a water user's point of diversion. The federal government does not have jurisdiction over groundwater aquifers, recharge sites or other off-stream storage sites within the states.  Ongoing or new groundwater storage projects would be regulated by state and local regulations and compliance requirements under CEQA, California Water Control Board, and the California Department of Health Services.  The Coachella Valley Water District's water management plan and the related state permitting process are probably where the Tribes will find the best available information. Reclamation has the authority to deliver water only to the diversion point along the mainstem Colorado River.1a:  Reclamation respectfully believes that appropriate consultation with Indian Tribal Governments occurred with respect to the development of Interim Surplus Criteria.  A full listing of the consultations during the development of the Interim Surplus Criteria is found in Section 5.4.
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B-E Engineering 
1a cont'd

B-E Engineering 
2: Reclamation respectfully disagrees and does not believe that the DEIS is flawed.  Further, see response to Comment 48-1, and 48-1a.3:  Comment noted. The mailing list has been changed to reflect the need of three copies.




