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1:  Thank you for your comments and for bringing to our attention your concerns regarding Reclamation's ongoing operation of the Colorado River.  Per your request, the matter of effects to historic properties resulting from the development of Interim Surplus Criteria (ISC) has been forwarded to the Advisory Council on Historic Preservation (Council).  However, because development and implementation of ISC falls within the range of ongoing operations, and because the reservoirs will continue to be operated within historic operational parameters under the baseline conditions and action alternatives, Reclamation believes that the issues you raise are better addressed under Section 110, rather than Section 106, of the National Historic Preservation Act.  Reclamation is aware of its responsibilities under Section 110 for managing historic properties on lands under its jurisdiction and will commit to consulting with you, the Council, tribes, and other interested parties within that framework.  2:  Your office, the public, affected Indian tribes and local governments were provided an opportunity to identify concerns for the effects of the proposal for interim surplus criteria as part of scoping and individual meetings with interested publics and the Ten Tribes, CAP Tribes, and Colorado River Tribes.  Distribution of the DEIS and public hearings were another means of providing opportunity to comment on our assessment of the effects of this undertaking on cultural resources.  Reclamation is also consulting with potentially affected tribes on a government-to-government basis to understand and address their concerns.  Reclamation will stand by its determination of effect of this action on historic properties and will refer our disagreement to the Advisory Council for further comment and consultation. 3:  Resources of religious or cultural significance are Traditional Cultural Properties included in our definition of historic properties in Chapter 3.13.1. 4:  Reclamation has referred the SHPO and Reclamation's disagreement to the Council for comment and further consultation.
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5:  Comment noted.






