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1:  As discussed in the purpose and need, the purpose is to provide "a greater degree of predictability" of when surplus water is and is not available.  Reclamation agrees that the spill avoidance methodology of 70R would meet the purpose and need of the proposed action.  Reclamation agrees that interim surplus criteria would complement California's efforts to reduce its water use.2:  The preferred alternative in this FEIS is derived from the Seven States Proposal.  Reclamation did not structure the preferred alternative precisely as described in that draft proposal, but made some changes for consistency with the purpose and need of the proposed action, Reclamation policy and operational procedures.
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3:  Please see response to Comment 33-3.4:  Upon termination of the interim surplus criteria the Secretary's procedure for determining surplus, normal, or shortage conditions would revert back to the AOP process, in which numerous factors are considered as discussed in Chapter 1.  While the 70R strategy is mathematically convenient as a representation of the baseline, it is only one of the factors considered by the Secretary in the AOP process. 5:  Reclamation appreciates the willingness of state and local agency representatives to participate in a dialogue on the interim surplus criteria during the NEPA process.  This has been of assistance in compiling water demand projections and other operational aspects for the analysis.    6:  The 70R strategy is used for the baseline in this FEIS.  For more information, see response to Comment 57-11.




