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1:  The preferred alternative in this FEIS is derived from the Seven States Proposal.  Reclamation did not structure the preferred alternative precisely as described in that draft proposal, but made some changes for consistency with the purpose and need of the proposed action, Reclamation policy and operational procedures.2:  Comment noted.3:  Revised depletion schedules provided by the Basin States were used in analyses for the FEIS.  See response to Comment No. 14-10 for more detail.4:  The 70R strategy has been used for the baseline in this FEIS.  For additional information, see response to Comment 57-11.
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5:  The operational modeling for the Six States Alternative uses the 70R strategy after the 15-year interim period in this FEIS.6:  Please see response to Comment 37-11.7:  All studies have been made without consideration of periodic inflows into the Colorado River from the Gila River above Yuma, AZ. Gila River flows are infrequent and unpredictable.  The RiverWare CRSS model is not currently set up to model Gila River flows; there was insufficient time to incorporate them into the model.  The US Army Corps of Engineers has recently completed flow studies of the Gila River.  Reclamation is reviewing this new data and will consider modeling the Gila River in future studies.
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