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10:  The statement that the "Lower Basin cannot be viewed in isolation from the Upper Basin", is a true and valid statement.  In the analysis, both the Upper and Lower basins were considered.  Future increased water development in the Upper Basin is incorporated into the analysis.  Computer model simulations of the Colorado River used in the DEIS incorporate the 1996 Upper Basin depletion schedule, developed by the Upper Colorado River Commission in coordination with the Upper Basin States.   For the FEIS, an updated depletion schedule, developed in 1999, was used.    The computer modeling performed  for all alternatives showed no instances where water stored in reservoirs above Lake Powell was required to be released to satisfy the requirements of the Colorado River Compact.11:  During the interim surplus criteria period, the agencies that have contracted for surplus water will use surplus water, when available, to meet direct water supply demands, as well as to provide a source of water for conjunctive use and storage programs.  The delivery of water  to Colorado River water users will be in accordance with the guidelines developed for the selected surplus alternative, if one is selected, and will be consistent with the Law of the River.    The FEIS considered and evaluated the potential impact to the Upper Basin users resulting from the surplus alternatives.  The analysis results indicated that the interim surplus criteria would have no significant effect on the Upper Basin users as a result of the interim surplus criteria.    12:  Reclamation is required to take certain actions to administer United States obligations under the Endangered Species Act and we acknowledge that some actions to meet species protection mandates may affect river operations.  Reclamation's required actions to protect and enhance habitat for threatened and endangered species in the United States should not be interpreted as opposition to Upper Basin development.  The United States does not assume an obligation to mitigate for adverse impacts in Mexico, but supports joint cooperation projects that would benefit both the United States and Mexico.  We acknowledge that in the long run, Upper Basin development will reduce the amount of surplus water available for delivery in the Lower Basin.
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13:  Additional riparian habitat could develop at various locations around Lake Mead when lower surface elevations occur.  As discussed in Section 3.8, lower elevations could occur under baseline conditions and each of the alternatives depending primarily upon future hydrologic conditions and Lake Mead water releases.   The EIS recognizes that fluctuating reservoir elevations would continue under baseline conditions and the alternatives, which would likely result in future periods of both inundation and exposure of these areas.  The proposed action would not change 602(a) equalization requirements.14:  Reclamation and other federal agencies have complex missions and sometimes conflicts arise on issues.  For example, Reclamation's legal responsibility to administer the Endangered Species Act affects river operations and the timing of water deliveries.  Reclamation does not oppose Upper Basin development but must fulfill its legal obligations under ESA, NEPA and other applicable federal legislation.  We acknowledge that the construction and operation of water development projects has become more complicated with additional laws and environmental considerations, but such considerations cannot be ignored.
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