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1: The 70R strategy is used for the baseline in this FEIS.  Reclamation has updated the surplus depletion schedules for California, Arizona and Nevada.  This and other changed modeling assumptions could account for the increased energy amounts in this process.  The updated schedules will be utilized in future annual rate processes.  Reclamation believes the baseline used appropriately reflects future conditions.
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2:  Comment noted.  Although no impacts were identified that required mitigation, the FEIS includes a discussion of environmental commitments in Section 3.17.  Note also that the baseline used in the FEIS (a 70R operating strategy) has been modified from that presented in the DEIS (a 75R operating strategy).  3:  As discussed in Section 3.10.2.2 of the FEIS, Reclamation recognizes that the load-following capability of Hoover is important.  The differences in the amount of capacity available for load-following between the baseline strategy and the alternatives is identified in the EIS.




