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1:  See response to Comment 11-2 and 11-6.2:  See the response to Comment 11-2 and 11-6.3: The 4.4 Plan has been superseded by California's draft Colorado River Water Use Plan (CA Plan), which has been publically available from the Colorado River Board of California.  For more information see response to Comment 11-11.4:  Based on experience gained in modeling the operation of the alternatives in the DEIS, it was apparent to Reclamation that the shortage triggers proposed by the Seven States would place the effects of operating with those triggers and their related provisions in the midst of the range of the alternatives presented in the DEIS.  It was also apparent that the effects of the Seven States Proposal would relate to those of other alternatives as a matter of degree rather than as new and different kinds of impacts.  The preferred alternative in this FEIS derived from the Seven States Proposal has been subjected to the same analysis as the other alternatives in the FEIS.
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5:  Reclamation did not structure the preferred alternative precisely as described in that draft proposal, but made some changes for consistency with the purpose and need for the proposed action, Reclamation policy and operational procedures.6:  The preferred alternative in this FEIS would not change the Secretary's discretion regarding the regulation of Colorado river flows, which stems from the Law of the River.  Clause IV.B.3.f contained in the Draft Seven States Proposal is not included in the preferred alternative. 7:  Reclamation is consulting with the Service for the delta area of Mexico, as discussed in Section 5.3.4 of the FEIS.  The action area extends to the Sea of Cortez.
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8:  Regarding the effects on species found in both Mexico and the United States (such as the southwestern willow flycatcher), Reclamation is consulting with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service.  For potentially affected species found only in Mexico, Reclamation is consulting with the National Marine Fisheries Service.  Concurrent with these consultations, Reclamation is also continuing its dialog with Mexico to reach mutually agreeable solutions. 9:  Cumulative transboundary impacts are discussed in Section 4.2.  Implementation of the Lower Colorado River Multi-Species Conservation Program (LCRMSCP) is expected to prevent adverse cumulative effects to the biological resources of the lower Colorado River.  The LCRMSCP is being developed to mitigate the adverse effects on resources from current and future water diversions and power production with the cooperation of federal, state, Tribal and other public and private stakeholders.  The LCRMSCP will include the creation and enhancement of habitat and augmentation of native fish species populations from Lake Mead to the SIB.  The LCRMSCP is evaluating the appropriate amount of acreage for restoration.  Currently, acreage estimates range from a low of 3,000 acres to a high of 80,000 acres of riparian woodland, marsh, open water and mesquite habitat.  10:  Comment noted.  Reclamation believes that the level of analysis for energy resources presented in the EIS appropriately identifies the potential effects of interim surplus criteria.
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