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Dennis Portnoy MFT
1537 Franklin St. #310
San Francisco, CA 94109
415/922-3567

29, 2005

I URGE YOU TO CEASE OPERATIONS AT LAKE POWELL AND
EMPLOY JUST ONE RESERVOIR TO CAPTURE AND MANAGE THE
BULK OF COLORADO RIVER FLOWS

* Since climate change is already causing long-term flow reductions, and
water consumption levels near the river's historic average flow and rising,
if s unlikely that Lake Poweli will fill again.

* Vacant space in underground aquifers on, or accessible to, existing
Colorado River infrastructure could accommodate more water than these
two reservoirs combined-and with far greater efficiency. Upwards of
810,000 acre-feet of water annually-enough water for 1.6 million
households of four people each-could be saved b> eliminating Lake Poweli
and operating Lake Mead principally for distribution to groundwater
recharge facilities.

* Native fish have gone extinct and Lake Poweli dam has trapped the
sediment necessary to maintain habitat and beaches for wildlife and
recreation, as well as the stabilization of archeological sites.

' i'* Sediment is a major unresolved problem threatening the long-term '
operations of Lake Poweli and Lake Mead. Ultimately, sediment will have
to be removed from one or both of these reservoirs. Removing sediment
from Lake Mead rather than Lake Poweli is the most feasible and least
expensive likely alternative,
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Given the growing challenges and looming shortages facing Colorado
River water users as a result of these dams, a comprehensive assessment
addressing the issues above is needed, and should be done through an
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