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Regional Director

Lower Colorado Regional Office
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Boulder City, Nevada 89006~1470

RE: Review of the Long-Range Operating Criteria for the Colorado River Reservoirs
Dear Mr. Johnson:

The Colorado River Board of California (Board) appreciates the opportunity to provide comments on
the Bureau of Reclamation’s (Reclamation) proposed changes to the 1970 Criteria for Coordinated
Long-Range Operation of Colorado River Reservoirs (Long-Range Operating Criteria or Criteria).
The Board has reviewed the proposed changes to the Long-Range Operating Criteria contained in the
Federal Register dated November 3, 2004.

The Board provided comments to Reclamation on March 29, 2002, when this review process first
began. In those comments, the Board indicated that with the adoption of the Interim Surplus
Guidelines (ISG), there was no need to modify the Long-Range Operating Criteria at that time. That
is still the opinion of the Board.

However, having said that, the Board in its March 2002 letter did indicate that there was a need to
provide additional specificity to provide guidance as the Annual Operating Plans for the Colorado
River System Reservoirs (AOP) are developed. This specificity is needed to address reservoir
operations over the full range of expected operations and include releases during high water events
and conditions, as well as, during low water conditions and shortages. Also, water reieases from the
reservoir system to meet water deliveries in the United States, as well as, to Mexico under the 1944
Mexican Water Treaty needs to be addressed.

Although there was an identified need to provide sufficient detail and substance to guide
development of the AOPs, there is a greater need to bring this five-year review to a conclusion
within this five-vear review period. Accordingly, the Board finds that Reclamation’s proposed
modifications o the Long-Range Operating Criteria to be acceptable. These are ministerial, non-
substantive clarifying changes that do not affect either the intent of the Criteria themselves or
operation of the reservoir system pursuant fo the Criteria. With respect to how these changes will be
shown, it is unclear from the Federal Register notice whether Reclamation plans in some way to note
for the reader that certain text has been inserted or deleted through this review. As such, the Board
recommends that additions and deletions to the text of the Criteria be noted in footnotes to the
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Criteria. That is, the deleted text would be shown in the footnote, and inserted text contained in the
Criteria would be footnoted with the footnote specifying the text inserted.

it is the Board’s position that consideration of any substantive modifications to the Long-Range
Operating Criteria should be delayed until the next Review is undertaken. At the public meeting
held in Henderson, Nevada, on November 19", Reclamation staff indicated an intent that the next
review not begin until five-years after the current review is concluded. Such a schedule would depart
from the review process required by the Colorado River Basin Project Act of 1968. No such intent
should be specified in a final decision regarding the current review. A decision regarding the timing
of the beginning of the next review should be left open as it may be necessary to begin the next
review prior to the time suggested at the public hearing.

Again, thank you for providing the Board an opportunity to comment on Reclamation’s proposed
changes. The Board is committed to work with Reclamation, the other Colorado River Basin states,
and others to determine any necessary changes to the Long-Range Operating Criteria that are
warranted to better manage and operate the Colorado River System reservoirs.

Please contact me at (818) 543-4676 if you have any questions or would like to receive any
additional information.

Sincerely,

~~Gérald R. Zimmerman
Executive Director

c Colorado River Basin States’ Representatives





