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. Emissions from lowered Water Levels in the Salton Sea:

. Health Risks:

April 26, 2002

Emissions from Fallowed lands: No attempt is made by the lead agency 1o estimate
windblown dust emissions that could ensee from the lands that are fallowed. The DEIR
states on page 3.7-23, "It is not possible to quantify emissions and associated impacts from
potential increases in fallowing of agricultural lands... " This is repeated on page 3.7-30
where the lzad agency states, "depending on the amount of land that is fallowed, and the way
the land is managed before and during fallowing, the potential exists for fugitive dust
impacts.” The lead agency goes on to provide a qualiative assessment of the impacts. The
lead agency is referred to Section 7.12 of Cal EPA October 1997 Emission Inventory
Procedural Manual Volume 111 for guidance in estimating windblown dust from agricultural
lands.

(iiven the potential for a major windblown dust problem, and given that the Salton Sea
Air Basin is designated as a federal serious nonattainment area for PM,g, it is important
that, when implementing fallowing of agricultural lands as a conservation measure, other
actions, such as those described in June 1999 SCAQMD Guide to Agricultural PMyy Dust
Control Prectices, be considered to mitigate PM 10 emissions. A copy of the Guide is
attached.

Best Management Practices (BMPs): 1t is stated on papge 3.7-31 that "with

implememation of one or more of the ... BMPs, impacts would be less than significant.”
Howewver, no attempt 15 made by the lead agency to quantify the impacts of the BMPs on
project emissions. It is recommended that in the final EIR/EIS, the lead ageney should
present a table showing project emissions before and after implementation of conservation
measures, using the control efficiencies of the mitigation measures, where available, Given
the magnitude of potential emissions, it is important that the lead agency provide more
detailed information about proposed mitigation measures AQ-2 and AQ-3 not only to
facilitate review by the public but also to facilitate implementation and monitoring.  1F
remaining emissions are still significant, other mitigation measures must be proposed and
implemented to further reduce the emissions to below significance.,

On page 3.7-34, fourth
paragraph, the lead agency lists four factors that make it difficult to provide reasonable
quantitative estimates of emissions and associated impacts from the exposed shoreline. The
SCAQMD has taken note of the recommendations made &t the April 2002 Salton Sea Science
Office Workshop. The recommendations include studies on portable wind tunne! and sali
minerelogy, and baseling air quality and meteorclogical monitoring.  The results of these
studies and research and recommendations should be incorporated into the appropriate
mitigation plane and included in the final EIR/EIS.

The lead agency does not discuss health risks resulting from the exposure
w the PM; in the windblown dust emissions. The impact on population in the nearby cities
of Mecca, Salton City and North Shore should be examined,

. Soil Systems and Wind Speeds: In the fourth paragraph on page 3.7-34 and the first and

sccond paragraphs on page 3.7-35 of the DEIR, it is indicated that the soil system at the
Salton Sea is different from the soil systems at the Owens and Mono Lakes. The conclusion
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Page 4

Response to Comment R4-10
Please refer to the Master Response on Air Quality 7 Air Quality Issues
Associated with Fallowing in Section 9 of this Final EIR/EIS.

Response to Comment R4-11
Please refer to the Master Response on Air Quality 7 Air Quality Issues
Associated with Fallowing in Section 9 of this Final EIR/EIS.

Response to Comment R4-12
Please refer to the Master Response on Air Quality/7 Salton Sea Air
Quality Monitoring and Mitigation Plan in Section 9 of this Final
EIR/EIS.

Response to Comment R4-13
Refer to the Master Responses on Air Quality—-Salton Sea Air Quality
Monitoring and Mitigation Plan and Air Quality——Health Effects
Associated with Dust Emissions in Section 9 of this Final EIR/EIS.

Response to Comment R4-14
Please refer to the Master Response on Air Quality/J Salton Sea Air
Quality Monitoring and Mitigation Plan in Section 9 of this Final
EIR/EIS.
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made by the lead ageney is that salt crust in the form of chloride and sulfate at the Salton Sea
wolld be more stable and less erosive than at Owens Lake, Please note that stable salt crust
will prevent soil erosion for a while, however, the crust cannot permanently cover the
eroding soil. Weathering will eventually erode the salt crust, and the soil beneath the crust
will become a potential high dust-generating source. Please revise the relevant statements.

It is also indicated that the relatively low frequency of high wind events at the Salton Sea
would be favorable, and that wind speeds required to initiate the soil erosion is 27 knots {~31
miles/hour) for disurbed playa soils and 40 knots (~46 miles'thr) for undisturbed playa soils.
Please note that the wind speed needed to initiate the soil erosion depends on many variables,
such as soil type, soil moisture content, etc. At the Owens Lake, the wind speed capable of
creating a dust storm condition is only about 17 mileshr. This wind speed will be more
frequent at the Salon Sea. Also only one dust storm could vielate the federal PMp standard,
since emissions from sea bed exposed by this projeet could not be classified as a natural
event (c.[., Owens Valley), Please revise the relevant stalements.
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Response to Comment R4-15
Please refer to the Master Responses on Air Quality—-Salton Sea Air
Quality Monitoring and Mitigation Plan and Air Quality—Wind
Conditions at the Salton Sea in Section 9 of this Final EIR/EIS.
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Letter - R4
Page 10

Response to Comment R4-17
Project proponent acknowledges receipt of "Guide to Agricultural PM10
Dust Control Practices" (SCAQMD 1999).

South Coast Air Quality Management District

Guide To Agricultural

Niﬂho Dust Control Practices
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