UPPER COLORADO
IMISSION

355 South 400 East » Salt Lake City  Utah 84111 » 801-531-1150 « FAX BO1-531.9

Aprd Z 2008

The Honorable Gale Norton
Secrotary of the Intenor

{3hce of the Secretars

£ 5 Bepantment of the Intenor
Mam Intenor Buslding

TE49 O Stroct. NW
Washington, D.C. 20240

RE: Lake Powell Water Roleases
Prear Seerctary Norton
i have been directed to trangmit the attached “Findings of Fact and Resolution” on %):;’hfli{ st the
Upper Colorado Rever Commussion, representing the Upper Division States of Colorado, New \f’ELS&E&,%’
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Utah and Wyoming, This resolution has been developed pursuant to Avticle VHE of the i rpor Colorado
River Basin Compact disecung the Commussion fo perform certam functions i the admimstration of the
0
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siorado River above Lee Ferry, Anzona and has boen signed by all four State Commussioners and th
deral Charrman, This information 18 provided for vour consideration a8 vou undertake the roviow of i%‘rc
15 Annual Operating Plan to determme #f releases from Lake Powcell should be adjusted for the

ear OGS,

204
reramder of water

The Commussion s avalable 1o discuss the particulars of thes "Rosolunion and Findings” o vou
hiave questions. Thank vou for vour consideration.
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Pon A Osider, PE
Exocutive Seeretary/Brector
Lppur Cotorade Rever Commission

o Herb Guenther, Director, Arizona Depariment of Water Qma‘éz;'cw
Forrv Zimmorman, Excontive Drector. Colorado Ris oayvd of Cabifor
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FINDINGS OF FACT ARD
RESOLUTION
ot the
UFPER COLORADC RIVER COMMISSION
April 18, 2008

WHEREAS, the Upger Colorado River Commission was created by the Upper Colorado
Fiver Basin Compact between the States of Arizona, Colorade, New Mewco, Uiah
Wyoming on Gotober 11, 1948, consented to by Congress by the Act of April 6, 1849
Srat, 31, Chapter 48}, and
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WHEREAS, the Commussion is authornized and directed by Article Vil of the Compas
o perform certam functions in the administration of the Colorado River Basin above
Ferry, Arizona; and

WHEREAS, by agreement of the seven Colorado River Basin Sitates, the 2008 Annuat
Operating Plan provides for a mid-vear review in April; and

WHEREAS, the Secretary of the Interior i3 charged by law with the aciusi operanon
of Glen Canyon Dam and the storage and release of water thersfrom, subject 1o the
Colorado River Compact and other applicable law; and

WHEREAS, the Commission finds that basin conditions support the foliowing Findl
af Fact and Recommendations to the Searetary of the Interior concerming the operation ¢
Glany Canyon Dam in 2005:

A

1. The fast five years commencing in October of 1889 have constituted the mosi sovers
drought it the recorded history of the Colorado River Bazin, resuliing o
unprecedented low levels of storage in Upper Basin reservoirs, sspacially Laks Powell

2. As of Apnl 14, 2008, the active storage m Lake Powell stands ar 8.03 million aore:
feet (mat}, or 33% of live storage capacity. This guantity is substantally below that
level deemed G02(a} storage, pursuant o 43 U.S.C. B18{al3), which has been
astablished by the Secretary at 14.85 maf.

2. Asof Apnl 15, 2005, the snow pack and resulting projectad runcf! in the Upper Bash
is onty slightly above normal. Prowoted runetf in the northern Upper Basin rributars
s below average, ranging from 80 (o 86 percent of normal snow pack and forecasied
runctf. Upper Basin soll moisture, ground watsr and reservoirs all must recover v
the preceding five drought years, Thus, there s still a possibility thar runoff in
Upper Basin will be below normal,

4 The Colorada River Basin below lLee Ferry has  experienced  unprecaden
precipitation, resulting m an abundance of water being available ¢ the Colorado Rives
mamstem and 18 nbutanes below Lee Ferry, As a result, most Lower Basin tnbutary
storage reservoirs are full. Storage i Lake Mead has ingreasad, and ag of Agril 14,
2005 stands a1 16.1 maf, or 62% of ive storage capacily.

5. The flow of the Colorado Biver st Lee Ferry dunng the immeadinte past 10 ve
{1895 2004; has been 102.5 maf




NOW, THEREFORE, BE 1T RESOLVED by the Upper Coloredo Biver Commission thet,
considering the current conditions outlined above, the Commission recommends that prudentwater
pper Basin reservoirs

rmanagement would require holding as much water as reasonably possibisin U
during water year 2005.

SE T FURTHER RESOLVED by the Upper Colorado River Commission that i
i tion of the Colorado Hiver

: ef ¢ f;f(-i--'?"{.-' o8 .
[ BIGHARD BRATTON, Chalrman
United States of Amerca
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SATRICK T TYRRELL
State of Wyoming



