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Interested Parties (Sce Enclosed List)

Subject: Revisions to Approved Annual Water Orders

Dear Ladies and Gentlemen:

Various entitlement holders have requested that the Bureau of Reclamation describe the manner
in which we will apply the Federal regulations set forth in 43 Code of Federal Regulations, Part
417 (Part 417), and the Inadvertent Overrun and Payback Policy (IOPP) adopted by the Secretary
in October of 2003 to future requests from entitlement holders to modify approved Colorado
River water orders for calendar year 2006. Our goal is to apply Part 417 regulations and the
IOPP in a manner which best protects interests of both senior and junior entitlement holders.
Reclamation will use the following procedures for water orders relating to calendar year 2006.

Reclamation will review initial water orders for calendar year 2006, as it has in the past, by
applying the standards set forth in Part 417.3. We will do so “to the end that deliveries of
Colorado River water to each Contractor will not exceed those reasonably required for beneficial
use,” as Part 417.2 requires.

Circumstances occasionally change, and Federal regulations provide that an approved water
order for calendar year 2006 may be increased or reduced pursuant to Part 417.4 (non-Indian) or
Part 417.5(b) (Indian). These regulations permit modification of previously approved water
orders due to “changed conditions, emergency, or hardship.”

Reclamation anticipates that a request for additional water within entitlement will be granted
under Part 417.4 because of “changed conditions, emergency, or hardship” if the request is
reasonable in light of the factors set forth in Part 417.3. A request for a modification of a
previously approved water order for calendar year 2006 should (1) reflect that there is an
increase in demand by an entitlement holder, or an entitlement holder’s water user, or that an
entitlement holder underestimated the demand, (2) indicate the increase is for a beneficial use
which may be served under the entitlement, and (3) indicate what, if any, change there has been
with respect to the factors in Part 417.3. We will provide a prompt review of any such requests.

Reclamation interprets Part 417.4 broadly to cover a wide variety of circumstances. Examples of
what Reclamation would consider to be a “changed condition” that warrants a revision to an
approved water order are an entitlement holder’s desire, or an entitlement holder’s water user’s
desire, to plant additional crops, to bank or store additional water, or to adjust their operations
due to a change in anticipated weather patterns.



When Reclamation approves a senior priority holder’s request for additional water as described
above, we will, after consultation as required under Part 417.4, reduce the approved water orders
for junior priority holders within that State to keep the State within its apportionment for the year
the approval is applicable. The extent to which the junior priority holder exceeds its reduced
water order will be considered an inadvertent overrun by the junior priority holder and
Reclamation will apply the IOPP to that overrun.

Reclamation’s interpretation of Part 417.4 is intended to ensure that initial water orders reflect
realistic needs of various water users and do not entail waste. The approach outlined above will
permit water not needed by senior priority holders at the time of their initial water orders to be
made available to junior priority holders, rather than being held “in reserve.” This approach also
provides flexibility to entitlement holders to modify their water orders and to request additional
water in any quantity and for any type of use which would have been permissible had it been
included in the initial water order.

If you have questions, please contact Ms. Ruth Thayer at 702-293-8426.

Sincerel;t,
ot 4. %fm

Robert W. Johnson
Regional Director

Enclosure



Mr. James H. Davenport

Chief, Water Division

Colorado River Commission of Nevada
555 E. Washington Avenue, Suite 3100
Las Vegas, NV 89101

Mr. Herb Guenther

Director

Arizona Department of Water Resources
3550 North Central Ave.

Phoenix, AZ 85012-2105

Mr. Steve B. Robbins

General Manager-Chief Engineer
Coachella Valley Water District
P.O. Box 1058

Coachella, CA 92236

Mr. Ron Derma

General Manager

Bard Water District

1473 Ross Road

Winterhaven, CA 92283-9715

Mr. Ed Smith

General Manager

Palo Verde Irrigation District
180 West 14" Avenue

Blyth, CA 92225

Mr. Charles Slocum

Manager/Secretary

Wellton Mohawk Irrigation and Drainage
District

30570 E. Wellton Mohawk Dr

Wellton, AZ 85356

Ms. Vicki Mayes

City Manager

City of Boulder City

P.O. Box 61350

Boulder City, NV 89006-1350

Mr. Gerald Zimmerman

Executive Director

Colorado River Board of California
770 Fairmont Avenue, Suite 100
Glendale, CA 91203-1035

Mr. Robert Mullion
President

Cibola Valley Irrigation and
Drainage District

Rural Route 2, Box 2
Cibola, AZ 85328

Mr. Charles Hosken
General Manager
Imperial Irrigation District
P.O. Box 937

Imperial, CA 92251

Mr. David S. Wilson, Jr.

General Manager

Central Arizona Water Conservation
and Drainage District

P.O. Box 43020

Phoenix, AZ 85080-3020

Mr. Patrick Morgan

Manager

Unit B Irrigation and Drainage District
15875 S. Avenue A

Somerton, AZ 85350

Mr. Rex Green
Manager

Yume Irrigation District
9510 Avenue 7 E
Yuma, AZ 85365

Mr. Robert Dunn
Gila Monster Farms
3720 S. Avenue 17 E
Yuma, AZ 85365



Mr. Richard D. Rowe
City Manager

City of Needles

817 Third Street
Needles, CA 92363

Mr. Stan Youngman

President

Ehrenberg Improvement Association
P.O. Box 315

Ehrenberg, AZ 85334-0315

Mr. Paul Artz

General Manager

Mohave Valley Irrigation and Drainage
District

P.O. Box 5813

Mohave Valley, AZ 86446-5813

Honorable Sherry Cordova
Chairperson, Cocopah Indian Tribe
West County 15" and Avenue G
Somerton, AZ 85350

Basic Management, Inc.
875 West Warm Springs Road
Henderson, NV 89015

Regional Director

Attn: Ms. Cathy Wilson
Bureau of Indian Affairs
P.O. Box 10, MS 420
Phoenix, AZ 85001-0010

Honorable Charles Wood
Chairperson, Chemehuevi Tribe
P.O. Box 1976

Havasu Lake, CA 92363-1976

Honorable Nora McDowell
Chairperson, Fort Mohave Indian Tribe
500 Mermriman Ave

Needles, CA 92363-2299

Mr. James B. Rhodes

Manager

Yuma Mesa Irrigation and Drainage District
14329 S. Fourth Avenue Extension

Yuma, AZ 85365

Ms. Susan Betts
Interim City Manager
Bullhead City, City of
1255 Marina Blvd

Bullhead City, AZ 86442-5733

Honorable Daniel Eddy, Jr.

Tribal Chairman, Colorado River Indian Tribe
Route 1, Box 23B

Parker AZ 85344

Superintendent
Colorado River Agency
Bureau of Indian Affairs
Route 1, Box 23B
Parker, AZ 85344

Mr. Bruce Williams

City Manager

City of Lake Havasu City
2330 McCulloch Boulevard N.
Lake Havasu City, AZ 86403

Superintendent

Fort Yuma Agency
Bureau of Indian Affairs
P.O. Box 11000

Yuma, AZ 85366-9000

Mr. Robert Ericson

President

Golden Shores Water Conservation District
P.O. Box 22

Topock, AZ 86436

Honorable Michael Jackson, Sr.
President, Quechan Indian Tribe
P.O. Box 1899

Yuma, AZ 85366-1899



Ms. Gail Miller

Quarry Supervisor

PABCO Gypsum

1973 North Nellis, Number 328
Las Vegas, NV 89115-3647

State of Nevada
Department of Wildlife
1100 Valley Road
Reno, NV 89512-2817

Mr. Ken Albright

Director

Las Vegas Valley Water District
1001 South Valley View Boulevard
Las Vegas, NV 89153

Big Bend Water District
1520 Thomas Edison Dr.
Laughlin, NV 89029-1600

Yuma Field Office

Bureau of Land Management
2555 E. Gila Ridge Road
Yuma, AZ 85365-2240

City Manager

City of Henderson

240 Water Street

Henderson, NV 89015-7296

City Manager

City of North Las Vegas
P.O. Box 4086

North Las Vegas, NV 89030

Mr. Mark E. Winkleman

Land Commissioner

Arizona State Land Department
1616 West Adams

Phoenix, AZ 85007-2606

Picacho Development Corp.
P.O. Box 942896
Sacramento, CA 94296-001

Mr. Lanny Sloan

Public Works Director
Parker Town of

1314 11" Street

Parker, AZ 85344-5615

Southern California Edison Company
Mohave Generating Station

P.O. Box 505

Laughlin NV 89029

Desert Lawn Memorial Park Association
1415 South 1% Avenue
Yuma, AZ 85364

Park Superintendent

National Park Service

Lake Mead National Recreation Area
601 Nevada Highway

Boulder City, NV 89005

U.S. Air Force, 99™ Air Base Wing

99™ Civil Engineering Squad ‘
6020 Beale Avenue

Nellis Air Force Base, NV 89191-7260

United States Army

Commander US Army Proving Ground
Attn: CSTE-DTC-YP-CO

Building 2105

Yuma, AZ 85365-9124

Mr. Gary Hansen

Water Resources Director
Colorado River Indian Tribe
Route 1, Box 23B

Parker, AZ 85344



Mr. Thomas E. Griffin

Director

Mohave County Water Authority
P.O. Box 2419

Bullhead City, AZ 86430-2419

Ms. Perri Benemelis

Arizona Department of Water Resources
3550 North Central Ave.

Phoenix, AZ 85004-3903

Mr. Andrew Hautzinger

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
Branch of Water Resources
P.O. Box 1306

Albuquerque, NM 87103-1306

Ms. Maureen A. Stapleton

General Manager

San Diego County Water Authority
4677 Overland Avenue

San Diego, CA 92123-1233

Mr. Abbas Amir-Teymoori
Colorado River Board of Califorma
770 Fairmont Avenue, Suite 100
Glendale, CA 91203

Ms. Debra C. Man

Intertm CEO/General Manager

Metropolitan Water District of
Southern California

700 North Alameda Street

Los Angeles, CA 90012



