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PUBLIC SCOPING MEETING

Location: Date:

Copies of this form will be available for public review at the Lower Colorado Region office during regular business hours. Individuals

requesting their personal information be withheld from public review or from disclosure under the Freedom of Information Act must check

“YES" in the appropriate column. Such requests will be honored to the extent allowed by law.

Name & Address Withhold Add to Send Copy
Personal Mailing of Draft
(PLEASE PRINT) Information List EIS

__ No _ No __ No
_ Yes _ Yes _ Yes
__ No __ No __ No
~ Yes _ Yes _ Yes
__No __ No _ No
_ Yes _ Yes _ Yes
_ No _ No _ No
_ Yes _ Yes _ Yes
___No ___ No _ No
_ Yes . Yes _ Yes
_ No _ No _ No
_ Yes _ Yes _ Yes
__No __ No _ No
_ Yes _ Yes _ Yes
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SOUTH VALLEY FACILITIES EXPANSION — ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT

Copies of comments will be available for public review at the Lower Colorado Region office during regular business hours. Individuals requesting
their personal information be withheld from public review or from disclosure under the Freedom of Information Act must check “YES” in the
appropriate box. Such requests will be honored to the extent allowed by law.

PLEASE PRINT

NAME: ORGANIZATION:

ADDRESS: cITY:

STATE: ZIp: PHONE:

EMAIL: WITHHOLD PERSONAL INFORMATION: ___ NO  ___ YES

ADD TOMAILINGLIST: ___NO  __ YES SEND COPY OFEIS: ___NO  ___ YES

HOW DID YOU HEAR ABOUT THIS MEETING? ___ NEWSPAPER  ___ RADIO __ TV __ LETTER ___ WORD OF MOUTH
__ WEBSITE OTHER

COMMENTS:

SEND COMMENTS BY 05/23/2008 TO:

MAILING ADDRESS: SVFE Project EIS
Bureau of Reclamation
P.O. Box 61470 (LC-2623)
Boulder City, NV 89006-1470

E-MAIL ADDRESS: svfe-eis@lc.usbr.gov

FAX: 702-293-8418
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ﬂﬁ <4
United States Department of the Interior
p 1;;.‘

BUREAU OF RECLAMATION
TAKE PRIDE’

Lower Colorado Regional Office INAMERICA
P.O. Box 61470
IN REPLY REFER TO Boulder City, NV 89006-1470
LC-2631 APR 1 4 2008

ENV-6.00

Subject: South Valley Facilities Expansion Project (SVFE) Proposal Public Scoping Meeting
Invitation

Dear Interested Parties:

The Bureau of Reclamation invites you to participate in the public scoping process and is soliciting
comments for the preparation of an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) for the SVFE Project. The
Southern Nevada Water Authority (SNWA) has requested authorization to construct, operate, and
maintain water treatment and conveyance facilities on public lands administered by Reclamation, the
Bureau of Land Management, and the National Park Service in Clark County, Nevada. Reclamation will
lead the preparation of an EIS to analyze potential environmental impacts from the SVFE and
alternatives. The BLM and NPS will participate in the EIS process as cooperating agencies. The EIS will
form the basis for our agencies’ decisions on land use authorizations requested by the SNWA.
Information on the project and a location map are enclosed, along with a form which you may use to
provide comments.

Reclamation will host three scoping meetings to provide an opportunity for the public to learn about the
SVFE. The public may submit information and identify issues and alternatives to be considered during
the EIS process. The scoping meetings are scheduled from 4:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. at the following
locations:

Monday, May 5, 2008 Tuesday, May 6, 2008

Valley View Recreation Center Sun City MacDonald Ranch Community Center
500 Harris Street : 2020 West Horizon Ridge Parkway

Henderson, Nevada 89015 " Henderson, Nevada 89012

Wednesday, May 7, 2008
Wingate Hotel

3401 St. Rose Parkway
Henderson, Nevada 89052

The meetings will be an open house format to allow the public to visit with Reclamation and SNWA
representatives and to view various displays on the project. A brief slide presentation explaining the EIS
process and describing the SVFE project is scheduled for 5:30 p.m. at each meeting.

Written comments should be received by May 23, 2008, and may be mailed, e-mailed, or faxed to:

Bureau of Reclamation, Lower Colorado Region
Ms. Laureen Perry (LC-2631)

P.O. Box 61470

Boulder City, Nevada 89006-1470

Fax: 702-293-3418

E-mail: svfe-eis@lc.usbr.gov

October 2008
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Reclamation encourages your participation in this scoping process. Please contact Ms. Laureen Perry at
702-293-2080 to request additional information regarding the scoping meetings.

Sincerely,

?o‘ William J. Liebhauser, Director
Resources Management Office

Enclosures - 3

October 2008
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SNWA Mission

The mission of the Southern Nevada Water Authority (SNWA) is to manage the region’s water resources
and develop solutions that will ensure adequate future water supplies for the Las Vegas Valley. The
SNWA s the regional agency tasked with meeting the water supply demand projections of their water
purveyor member agencies in Southern Nevada. The responsibilities of SNWA include water supply
management, conservation, ensuring water quality as determined by state and federal standards, allocating
and distributing supplies among water purveyors, representing Southern Nevada on water issues, building
and operating regional facilities to provide a reliable drinking water delivery system to member agencies,
and long-term water resource planning.

Purpose and Need for the SVFE

The purpose for the South Valley Facilities Expansion (SVFE) is to assist the SNWA with its
responsibility of allocating and distributing water supplies among the water purveyors. The Las Vegas
Valley Water District and the City of Henderson, both water purveyors, have indicated a need to meet
evolving water supply demand projections and patterns in the southern area of the Las Vegas Valley
through 2035. The SNWA therefore proposes to expand existing raw water transmission and treatment
facilities and construct a new treated water conveyance system to meet the projected needs and
distribution locations of these purveyors.

The treated water conveyance system of the SVFE is referred to as the McCullough Lateral. The
McCullough Lateral would interconnect with the South Valley Lateral, which is an existing system that
conveys water supplies to the southern Las Vegas Valley. This interconnection would allow areas to be
served from either lateral if maintenance, repair, or power outage prevents use of one lateral. The South
Valley Lateral does not have sufficient capacity to meet the water supply demand projections nor serve
locations identified by water purveyors. Therefore, the purpose for another lateral and planned
interconnection would be to increase the reliability of the overall water supply system and to provide
flexibility in meeting projected seasonal and regional water demands in locations identified by the City of
Henderson and Las Vegas Valley Water District.

Project Elements

The SVFE consists of an expansion of raw water transmission and treatment facilities, and construction of
a new system to convey treated water to the southern area of the Las Vegas Valley. Raw water
transmission would include another pipeline (approximately 120-inch diameter) and additional pumps to
redistribute raw water from existing sources at Lake Mead to the River Mountains Water Treatment
Facility (RMWTF). Treatment capacity would be expanded by 300 million gallons per day within the
existing footprint of the RMWTF. Pumping station capacity at RMWTF would be increased and water
filtration rates would be enhanced.

The treated water conveyance system (McCullough Lateral) would include construction of approximately
26 miles of underground pipeline from the RMWTF to a location west of Interstate 15 in the vicinity of
Cactus Avenue and Decatur Boulevard. The pipeline would be sized (72- to 114-inch diameter) and
designed to provide sufficient capacity to meet projected demands through 2035. Appurtenant facilities
of the McCullough Lateral would include a 40-million gallon storage reservoir, rate-of-flow control
stations, and a pumping station.

Project Alternatives

Potential project alternatives include different pipeline alignments, different pipeline construction
methods (trench excavation and tunneling), and different locations for pumping stations, storage
reservoir, and appurtenant facilities. Alignments being considered for raw water transmission include

APRIL 2008 PAGE 1 OF 2
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following the existing raw water pipeline from the vicinity of Lake Mead to the RMWTF, or a new route
under the River Mountains.

One alignment being considered for the McCullough Lateral includes a southern route from the RMWTF
that heads south and then west and generally parallels the southern corporate limits of the City of
Henderson, the northern boundary of Sloan Canyon National Conservation Area, and north of the
Henderson Executive Airport to Gilespie Street. The northern conveyance alignment heads west from the
RMWTF to U.S. Highway 95 where the alignment may go either north or south around Black Mountain.
The route continues west and generally parallels Interstate 215 to St. Rose Parkway and to Maryland
Parkway where the route turns south and then west to Gilespie Street. At Gilespie Street both the
northern and southern alignments head south to St. Rose Parkway and north to Silverado Ranch
Boulevard to new distribution facilities, and west across Interstate 15 to the terminus in the vicinity of
Cactus Avenue and Decatur Boulevard.

Project Location and Land Ownership

The proposed alternatives for the raw water transmission expansion would cross federal lands
administered by the Bureau of Reclamation (Reclamation), National Park Service Lake Mead National
Recreation Area (NPS), and Bureau of Land Management (BLM). The proposed expansion at RMWTF
would occur on federal land administered by Reclamation under an existing long-term easement with the
SNWA. The McCullough Lateral element of the SVFE would cross federal land administered by
Reclamation, scattered parcels of BLM land west of Maryland Parkway and parcels east of Sloan Canyon
National Conservation Area, City of Henderson property, and private property in the south valley.

Construction Schedule

Specific construction activities would begin after all public comments are considered and addressed, the
Environmental Impact Statement is completed, and the Record of Decision is signed by Reclamation,
which is expected to occur in 2010. By that time, a preferred alignment would be selected and land use
authorizations and rights-of-way from the federal agencies would be acquired. A construction schedule
would be completed for the preferred alignment and would be made available to the public by the SNWA.
Construction is anticipated to begin in 2011 with portions of the system operational in 2015. Full build-
out of the SVFE would occur in phases throughout the preferred alignment and could take until 2027 to
be completely operational.

APRIL 2008 PAGE 2 OF 2
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Purpose of NEPA

The National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA)
requires federal agencies to consider the
environmental consequences of proposed actions
in their decision-making process. An
Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) is
prepared for a major federal action if there is a
potential that the action could significantly affect
the quality of the human environment. The
agency uses the EIS to evaluate a proposed action
by describing its purpose and need, considering
reasonable alternatives, analyzing potential
impacts resulting from the proposed action and
alternatives, and identifying measures to minimize
the adverse effect of impacts.

NEPA'’s Role in the SVFE Project

The Bureau of Reclamation (Reclamation) has
determined that authorizing the Southern Nevada
Water Authority (SNWA) to construct the
proposed South Valley Facilities Expansion
(SVFE) Project on public land managed by
Reclamation is a major federal action with
potential for significant effects. Reclamation will
lead the preparation of an EIS to analyze potential
impacts to the natural and social surroundings,
collectively referred to as the human environment,
from the SVFE and alternatives. The SVFE
would also require rights-of-way from the Bureau
of Land Management (BLM) and National Park
Service (NPS) and therefore these agencies will
cooperate with Reclamation in the preparation of
the EIS and decision-making process.

Steps in the NEPA Process

The NEPA process involves a series of procedural
steps and opportunities for the public to learn
about the SVFE, to provide input on the scope of
issues and alternatives for Reclamation’s
consideration, and to provide comments on the
results of the environmental impact analysis.
These steps are shown to the left.

MAY 2008
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Proposed Action: The proposed action is the decision of the federal lead agency and cooperating
agencies regarding granting of easements and rights-of-way on federal lands for the construction and
operation of the South Valley Facilities Expansion Project.

Alternative: A reasonable option that can accomplish the objectives of a proposed action. Under
NEPA, an EIS analyzes the alternatives at the same level as the proposed action to provide the
decision makers with a thorough comparison.

Cooperating Agency: Any federal agency other than a lead agency that has jurisdiction by law or
special expertise with respect to the environmental impacts expected to result from the proposal. The
BLM and NPS are cooperating agencies in the EIS because the proposed project would cross lands
under their management.

Environmental Impact Statement: A document required by the NEPA that discloses potential
impacts on the human environment of a particular course of action and its possible alternatives.

Human Environment: The natural and physical environment and the relationship of people with that
environment.

Lead Agency: The federal agency preparing or having taken primary responsibility for preparing the
EIS. The lead agency for the SVFE Project is Reclamation because primary project facilities and
rights-of-way would be located on Reclamation land.

National Environmental Policy Act of 1969: The legislative act that requires federal agencies to
evaluate the environmental impacts of their actions and decisions, incorporate environmental
information, and utilize public participation in the planning and implementation of all actions.

Scoping: An early and open process for determining the scope of issues to be addressed in an EIS and
for identifying the significant environmental issues related to a proposed action.

Record of Decision (ROD): The document prepared at the conclusion of the NEPA process that
details the decisions made by the lead federal agency on the proposed action. The ROD includes a
summary of the alternatives considered in reaching its decision and the measures to be implemented
that will avoid or minimize environmental harm from the preferred alternative selected. For the SVFE
Project, BLM and NPS would prepare RODs separate from Reclamation that address those agencies’
decisions for actions occurring on public lands within their management.
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EIS Contents

The contents of an EIS are specified by federal regulation and by federal agency policies and guidance.
Generally, the EIS will include:

Description of the proposed action, which is authorizing land use to construct raw water treatment
facilities and treated water conveyance facilities.

Explanation of the purpose for the proposed action and why it is needed. The proposed action
would allow the SNWA to meet projected water demands and to increase the flexibility and
reliability of the system to meet seasonal and regional water needs.

Identification of reasonable and feasible alternatives that would fulfill the purpose and need for
the proposed action.

Identification of alternatives determined not to be reasonable or feasible, or do not meet the
purpose and need for the proposed action.

Description of the existing environment within a designated study area.

Analysis of the environmental impacts of the proposed action and alternatives.

Documentation of consultation and coordination efforts with agencies, tribes, and the public.
These efforts include the scoping process and the public comment period on the Draft EIS and
Final EIS.

EIS Topics

The description of the existing environment will focus on the natural, physical, and social resources and
conditions in the study area that may be affected by the proposed action or alternatives. The resource
areas to be addressed in the impact analysis will include:

Air quality, including climate change issues

Geology and soils, including fault hazards, vibration, and ground disturbance
Water resources and water quality, including surface and groundwater sources
Threatened, endangered, and special status plants and animals and habitat
Land use and land ownership

Infrastructure and transportation, including construction traffic

Visual environment

Noise

Recreation

Social and economic issues, including environmental justice

Cultural resources, including archaeological sites and historic properties
Native American concerns

MAY 2008 PAGE 3 OF 4

Page D-12

October 2008




TRV OF TR e
v

>

0,

P

N o et~ SCOPING REPORT — APPENDIX D

SOUTH VALLEY FACILITIES EXPANSION - ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT

HOW TO GET INVOLVED AND STAY INFORMED

SOUTH VALLEY FACILITIES EXPANSION ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT

The public is encouraged to learn about the SVFE and to become involved in the NEPA process. An
informed public is better able to provide meaningful contributions that will assist Reclamation in their
process of determining the environmental considerations of the proposed project on public land. Here are
ways to get involved and stay informed:

¢ Join the mailing list — receive notices of meetings, newsletters, copies of the Draft and Final EIS

* Request information — call 702-293-8020

* Provide written comments — express your ideas and concerns by:

o E-mail: svfe-eis@lc.usbr.gov
o Fax: 702-293-8418
o Mail: Bureau of Reclamation, Lower Colorado Region

PO Box 61470 (LC-2631)
Boulder City, NV 89006-1470

* Attend meetings — participate in public scoping meetings to hear and be heard

¢ Review NEPA documents - visit Reclamation’s website to access documents at
www.usbr.gov/lc/region/g2000/envdocs.html

¢ Learn more about SVFE - visit the SNWA website at www.snwa.com
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PROJECT TERMS

Access Roads and Project Temporary access roads and areas to stage equipment, for pipe

Mobilization Areas: storage, and to stockpile excavated soils during project
construction. Permanent access roads and rights-of-way for
maintenance of pipelines and the associated facilities.

Bifurcation Vault A structure that splits the flow of water between two or more
pipelines.

Conveyance The act of moving water from one location to another using pumps,
pipes, and tunnels.

Cut and Cover Construction Linear trench sections, with storage of excavated soil on one side
and the pipe and crane on the opposite side. Pipe is lifted into the
trench and connected to the previous sections of pipe. The trench is
then backfilled with soil and compacted.

Delivery Turnouts The water delivery point from the conveyance pipeline to purveyor
member’s distribution system.

Dewatering The process of removing groundwater that seeps into a construction
area that is excavated below the ground surface. Dewatering may
be required during the construction of the underground openings for
the tunnel, trenches or shafts.

Jack and Bore Construction A type of construction method to install the pipe that involves
tunneling underground versus an open trench. Portals for access are
constructed on both sides of the crossing and a temporary horizontal
Jjacking platform is built. A special steel pipe is pushed through the
soil by the jack and the soil is removed from inside the pipe. The
jack is reaffixed to an extended section of pipe and continues to
push the pipe until the crossing is complete.

Pumping Station Pumping stations are used to pump water uphill into treatment
facilities or to reservoirs.

Rate-of-Flow Control Stations A structure that houses equipment that regulates and measures the
flow of water moving through a pipeline at the delivery turnout.

Raw Water Water that has not been treated to drinking water standards.

Regulating Reservoir A temporary storage structure used to balance downstream demands
and upstream water supplies.

South Valley Lateral A treated water conveyance system constructed in the 1990s to
serve Henderson and the southern Las Vegas Valley.

Storage Reservoir A structure either above ground or below ground for storing water.
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Tunnel Construction A type of construction method typically used in areas of rugged
surface terrain. Portals for entrance/exit are constructed on each
edge of the tunnel location. A tunnel boring machine (TBM) is
lowered into one of the portals. The TBM’s large rotating cutting
head grinds the rock as it moves along the tunnel route. The
ground rock and soil is transported out of the tunnel at the entrance
portal. After the rough tunnel is complete, a concrete lining is
applied to the inner surface of the tunnel. Tunnel boring machines
can be very accurate with the aid of modern navigation systems.

Tunnel Portal A transition from a tunnel to an open excavation trench.

Water Treatment The processes to purify water to drinking water standards.
PROJECT ACRONYMS

ROW Right-of-way

ROFCS Rate of Flow Control Station

SNWA Southern Nevada Water Authority

SVFE South Valley Facilities Expansion project

SVL South Valley Lateral

TBM Tunnel Boring Machine
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