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MEMORANDUM 

To: 	 All Interested Parties 

From: 	 Randy N. Chandler 

Area Manager 


Subject: White Mountain Apache Tribe Rural Water System Environmental Impact Statement
Project Scoping 

In accordance with the National Environmental Policy Act of 1969 (NEPA), the Bureau of 
Reclamation as lead Federal agency, along with the White Mountain Apache Tribe (WMAT) and 
the Bureau oflndian Affairs (BIA) as cooperating agencies, are preparing an Environmental 
Impact Statement (EIS) to assess the potential environmental impacts of constructing the WMAT 
Rural Water System to divert, store, and distribute water from the North Fork of the White River 
for the use and benefit of the WMA T. The Rural Water System would serve the purpose of 
providing a long-term, dependable, and sustainable water supply for residents and businesses on 
the Fort Apache Indian Reservation, Arizona. The proposed action includes construction of a 
dam, storage reservoir, pumping plant, treatment facilities, and a distribution system. 

This action would be implemented pursuant to the WMAT Water Rights Quantification Act 
(Title ITI ofthe Claims Resolution Act of2010 [Act]), in which the United States Congress 
mandated Reclamation to plan, design, and construct the WMAT Rural Water System. In 
addition, the Act requires Reclamation to operate and maintain the completed system for 3 years 
following construction. After the 3-year period, the WMA T would take over ownership, 
operation, and maintenance of the water system. A briefdescription of the proposal is provided 
in Attachment 1 of this memorandum. Additional information can be accessed at 
www.usbr. gov/lc/phoenix/. 

As part ofscoping and initiating the environmental impact analysis process, Reclamation, WMA T, 
and BIA request your input on issues of concern regarding this proposed action. Two scoping 
meetings have been scheduled in the communities ofCibecue and Whiteriver, Arizona, on the 
Fort Apache Indian Reservation. During the scoping meetings, Reclamation, WMAT, and BIA 
will present information about the proposed action, invite comments on environmental issues 
relative to the EIS, and solicit alternatives to the proposed action that could be considered and 
analyzed in the EIS. The schedule for the scoping meetings is as follows: 
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• 	 Friday, September 20, 2013 --6:00p.m. to 9:00p.m., Cibecue Complex -Feeding 
Center, 10 West 3rd North Cromwell Road, Cibecue, Arizona 85911 

• 	 Saturday, Set>tember 21,2013-9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m., Whiteriver Unified School 
District Office- Training Room II, 963 South Chief Avenue, Whiteriver, Arizona 85941 

Each meeting will include a brief presentation on the proposed action, and an opportunity to 
comment in an open-house format before and after the presentation. At the meetings, comments 
will be accepted in writing or by audio recording. 

In addition to attending the scheduled public scoping meetings, you are welcome to submit written 
comments at any time during the comment period. Comments must be submitted by October 28, 
2013, to ensure that appropriate inputs are reflected in the EIS; however, the agencies and WMA T 
will continue to accept comments throughout the environmental analysis process. Written 
comments may be sent via U.S. mail ore-mailed to the attention of Mr. John McGiothlen, 
Phoenix Area Office, Bureau of Reclamation, 6150 West Thunderbird Road, Glendale, Arizona 
85306-400 I or jmcglothlen@usbr.gov. 

Before including your name, address, phone number, e-mail address, or other personal identifying 
information in your comment, you should be aware that your entire comment-- including your 
personal identifying information- may be made publicly available at any time. While you can ask 
us in your comment to withhold your personal identifying information from public review, we 
cannot guarantee that we will be able to do so. 

If you plan to attend a scoping meeting and require special assistance, please contact Ms. Jessie 
Haragara at 623-773-6251 or e-mail at jharagara@usbr.gov. Please notify Ms. Haragara at least 
2 weeks in advance of the meeting to enable Reclamation to secure the needed services. If a 
request cannot be honored, the requestor will be notified. 

Thank you for participating in this environmental review process. 

Attachment 1 -Project Background and Map 

mailto:jharagara@usbr.gov
mailto:jmcglothlen@usbr.gov


 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

  

   
   
 
   
 

   
 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
   
 

 
 
 

   

 
     
 

   
   
 
   

 

 

 

   

 
   
     
 
   

   
     

     
   
       
 

   
   
   

   
     
   
 
      

   
 

   
   

   
   
   

   
     

     
     
   

     
   

 

   
   

   
   
     

   
 

     
 

   

   
 

     
     
   

     
   
 

 
 

   
 

   
   

   

     

     
     
 

   
   

   
    

   
   

   
     
   

   
   
 

     
   

   

 
   
   

 
   
   
 
     
   

 
   
  

 
   

     

 
     
     

 

     
 

   
     

 

   
 
   
     

 
     
   
     
     
   

   
   
 

     
     

   
     

 
   
 

   

 
   

   

     
    

 
   

 

   
     

 

 
   
 

 

     
   

   
    

 
   

   
   

 
     
   
   
 
     

   
   

   

     
   

       

     
 

   
 

     

 
   

     
 

   
 

   
     

   
   
 
 

   
   
   

 
     

 
   
     

   
   

 

     
     

   
     
   

     

 

 
   

   
     
 
   

     
 
   

     
 

   
 
 
 

 
   
   
   
 
 

   

   
   

 
   
   

   

     

   
 

   
 

   
   

 
   
   

 
   

   
   
   
   
   
   
 
 
 
 

   

 
     

 
 

   
   

 

 

 
ATTACHMEENT 1 

PROJECTT BACKGROUUND 

The White MMountain Apaache Tribe (WWMAT or Tribbe) of east‐ceentral Arizonaa has been w orking to devvelop a 
reliable and high quality wwater supply ssystem for sevveral decades, having previoously dependeed on limited gground 
water sourcces. Since th e early 2000ss, the Whiterriver area hass experiencedd water outagges, decliningg water 
quality and a diminishingg water sourcce. The WMMAT needs a ddependable aand sustainabble water suppply for 
residents annd businesses on the Fort Appache Indian RReservation. 

The WMAT Water Rights Quantification Agreement was confirmeed by the Uni ted States Coongress in the Claims 
Resolution AAct of 2010 ( Public Law 1111‐291, Title III, 124 STAT 3064, 3073 [[2010]). This Act authoriz ed and 
directed thee Bureau of Reeclamation (RReclamation) tto construct thhe WMAT Ru ral Water Systtem to divert , store, 
and distribu te water fromm the North Foork of the Whiite River to thhe WMAT. Secction 304(c) oof the Act desi gnated 
Reclamationn as the lead FFederal agencyy with respectt to ensuring ccompliance w with applicablee environmenttal laws 
and regulati ons associate d with implemmentation of t he WMAT Rurral Water Systtem. 

The proposeed action wouuld include coonstruction annd operation oof the WMATT Rural Water System, incluuding a 
dam, storag e reservoir, p umping plant , treatment faacilities, and aa distribution system that wwould providee water 
to communiities located oon the Fort Appache Indian RReservation, inncluding Whitteriver, Fort AApache, Canyoon Day, 
Cedar Creekk, Carrizo, andd Cibecue. Thhe constructio n of the Mineer Flat Dam, aa roller‐compaacted concrette dam, 
would creatte a new rese rvoir called thhe Miner Flat Reservoir. WWater from thhe Miner Flat Reservoir woould be 
released to the North Forrk of White Riiver, diverted from the streeam channel uupstream fromm the commuunity of 
Whiteriver, and subsequeently treated aand conveyed via pipeline tto downstreamm Fort Apachee Indian Rese rvation 
communities. While the primary objecctive of the reeservoir wouldd be to providde a more reliaable and sustaainable 
fresh‐water supply to WWMAT residennts and busin esses, the prroject is anticcipated to prrovide multippurpose 
benefits, inccluding recreaational opporttunities, hydroopower potenntial, limited fflood control, irrigation, im proved 
in‐stream floows for ripariaan and aquati c the habitat, and improve ed stream temmperatures forr production oof trout 
at the Alche say National FFish Hatchery.. 

The proposeed action wouuld fulfill Reclaamation's stat utory mandatte under the AAct to plan, deesign, and connstruct, 
as well as too operate, maintain, and reeplace the WMMAT Rural Waater System u ntil the date oon which titlee to the 
WMAT Rura l Water Syste m is transferreed to the Trib e as provided in the Act. 

For the WMMAT, the purpoose of the prooposed actionn is to providee a secure, sa fe and depenndable, good‐qquality, 
fresh water supply for its communitiess and tribal meembers. This project woul d ensure a lo ng‐term and rreliable 
water suppl y for the Tribbe well into t he future. UUpon complet ion of construuction and opperation of thhe new 
facilities for a period of thhree years by Reclamation, the WMAT wwould becomee the titled owwner and operrator of 
the completed water syst em. 

The Bureau of Indian AAffairs (BIA) iss also a coo perating agenncy on this project becauuse of its staatutory 
responsibilitty regarding Inndian Trust As sets. 

Additional information on the project can be found on Reclamaation’s Phoenix Area WWebsite 
(http://wwww.usbr.gov/lc//phoenix/) – loook for the linnk for the WM MAT Rural Wat er System Prooject. 

http://www
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WMAT Rural Water System - Major Project Components

WHITE MOUNTAIN APACHE TRIBE RURAL WATER PROJECT: 

Project Overview Map
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WHITE MOUNTAIN APACHE TRIBE RURAL WATER PROJECT
 
Meeting Locations
 

Cibecue 

Whiteriver 

Friday, September 20, 2013 Saturday, September 21, 2013
 6-9 PM  9 AM-12 noon 

Cibecue Complex – Feeding Center Whiteriver Unified School District Office - Training Room II 
10 West 3rd North Cromwell Road 963 South Chief Avenue 

Cibecue, Arizona, 85911 Whiteriver, Arizona, 85941 




