Maricopa County
Parka & Receeavion Departraent

234 N, Canerd, Suite 5600

Phoesis, Asizons 05004900 August 17, 2008

Phon: (802) 5082910

Pax (602) 5064607
M. Brues Ellls
BumudRmm-thlxmm.Fm1m
6150 W Thunderird Road

Glendale, AZ 863084001

Subject: Publio Reaponee to Drafl Envirenmentsl Asseassman — Prapozed Construction snd
Qpereidlon of the Soomlon Bay Marina and Yecht Club

Dear Mr. Elilg:

Meriogpa County appreciatea the opportunily 0 submil comments canceming the Draft
mmm—mmwmmmmuwmmm
Marine and Yacht Club.  As the manager of Lake Fieazant Reglonal Park sa wel as other

reglonsl parka throughout Mericopa County, tha Mericops County Parks end Recrestion
Department mission atatement is "o provide recreationel 8nd educebional opportunities while
protecting park reaources for residents and visitors eo they can enjoy & safe and meaninglu

cuidoor axpariente.”
Pest aludies (the 1884 Buresu of Reolamation Pian & Envirenmertal Impect Study; the 1847

Bureau of Reclamation Envirenmentst Asssssment) have dolarmined that there Is No
Significant Impact regerding snvironmenta! Impact. Tha following are some of the steps that
) impact from tha proposed marina:

construction to daylight houre; dust confrol measures will be In placa and enforced; and siif
bamiers wiil be 9d around the entire work ares when conatruction activities are conducted
“In the wet'. There werd no oulwal resources identified, and i Identified, construction will
atop and BOR will be netified. Only naturs, desart landsoape wil be used, supported by 2
Nmmtmnmmdmﬁm;dwmmmhhwﬂlbequmauuu!a;!noonﬂm
fachity wil use existing/naturel teain and painted to blend In with exiating structures & have
minimel adverae effect on the sesthetic beauty of Lake Plagsant.

Environmental concerms was one of Parks' eslection critaria used for Davaloper selsction,
who wa the reciplent of the "2001 Merina of the Yaer” award given by "Maring Dook Age®, @
professionat magazine dedicated to marina and bealyard menagement for environmental
leadership. Parke' efall review of ine plenning and permitting procssas continuss o
damansirate ihal the Developer maets or exceada environmental safeguards thet ara in place
through exiating policleé and regulations such as Arr Follulion Control Reguiations; =
Stormwatar Foliution Pravention Pien; complisnce with the Claan Vessel Act; use of effuent
water for iigation; uee of desert landscaping; and development of & Native Fiant Inventery
Bn.

end Salvage Pl

Incraasad use of Laka Plsasant la iImminent. Sosting safaty is paramount. Thare I3 a full-ime
Maricopa County Sheriffs Office Lake Pairal Lini, who asslsted by the 1.8, Coast Guard,
Arizona Game and Fish Department and Maricopa County Parks and Recraation Department
in monfloring the lake for ungafe scts.
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Auguet 17, 2006
Subject: Public Responus to Draft Envirenmental Assessment — Proposed Censaustion and
gperaﬁzugf of tha Scorplon Bay Marina and Yacht Club

age 2 of 2

There was concern oxpressed in @ recent editorial partaining to the new Marina complax
regerding the numbar of bosta/watercralt out on the Iake at ona fime. At full bulldwut, thers
will be & maxdmum of 2,221 boata moored and stored at the two (2) marinas; statistica bear
that only a certsin percantage of watercraft will normally be out on the lake at any given fime
{10-20%)(percentege obtained from Tonto National Forest and Bureau of Reclamation
Bhoenix ) - up to &n estimated 444 addifional boats based upon projecied/aotual wet
slips betwaen the two (2) Lake Plessant maringe; weskend/major halldays wil b your busiest
period; physical redang of vehicles using the public launch ramps wi¥l be limited and
aggressivaly monitored. Use of the lake and the number of watercraft on the lake at any
given time will continue to be dictated by the amount of parking spece that ia avallable 2long,
or near, the share, for visitors hauling watercraft. During timea when demand exceeds
avallable parking epace, recregtionista will ba turned awa;. In the recent history of Lake
Pleseant, the parking was closed by the Maricopa County Sheriffs Office (MCSO) Lake and
Teall Patrol only one (1) tme — over Memorial Day Weekend, 2005. To reiterats, the rampa
wate ologed due to lack of parking, not boating safety issues. MCBO has and will continua to
retain the authority to close down the public boat ramps when vehiculer parking or quantily of
wateroraft on the lake during & paricd of time creates a safety concemn. MCSQ and other
agancies wil continue to patral the lake for unsafe boating ;mﬂcu To further estaklish
guidelines for managing the number of watercralt that Lake Pleasant can support, Maricops
County Parks plans to conduot a study, prior to Marina build-out, of which the results wil
asalst in the management of recreational activities at Lake Plaasant.

With the bullding of the New Weddell Dam and partlal breaching of the old dam in 19892, the
majority of the recrastional faciiities at Lake Pleasant were submerged dus ‘o the Increased
height of tha new dam. A commitment was made In 1884 and agaln in 1867 by the Secretary
of the Interior/Bureau of Land Manegement to support replacement of submerged
faclities. Survays, presantations and public meetings held aa part of tho Paric's Master
Recreation Plan davelopment process, in addition to informal survays, indizate a need for the
marina-related faciitiea and the services that would be provided by this project. Visitation to
Lake Plsasant has increased approximately three percent (3%) in each of the last two (2)
years. These reasons alone, In addition 1o replacament of the previous mering and public
demand drive development of the new Merina complex, All siudies %o data support @
determination of No Skgnificant Impact. The only real opposition has come from the existing
maring due to increaged competition which the validity of their claims is being heard in the
court systems. Maricopa County has done iis dus difigence in being @ good steward of the
lands entrusted to us. It Is naw time to move forward; epprove the Draft Environmental
Assassment - Proposed Construction and Oparation of the Scorplon Bey Marina and Yacht

. Club; and let the permitting and construction process bagin?

Respeotfully,

iliam C. Scaléo~" /]
Diractor, Maricopa County &kt and Recreation Depertment
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3-1.

3-2.

3-3.

RESPONSE TO COMMENT LETTER NO. 3
MARICOPA COUNTY PARKS & RECREATION DEPARTMENT

Your comment is noted. If not already mentioned, these steps have been included in
the EA where appropriate.

Your comment is noted.

Your comments are noted.
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