








Response to Letter of Comment from Linda Laughing

1. Thank you for your input. The irrigation pipeline installed by the Natural Resources
Conservation Service in 2002 has not performed as intended due to low lake levels that
have resulted from SOD drawdown. The reduction in head from the drawdown has
significantly reduced flow in the pipeline. Under the Preferred Action, the new outlet
works would substantially improve reliability of the irrigation system by drawing water
from the bottom of the lake and delivering it under pressure to the pipeline. We
anticipate water deliveries would be possible no latter than 2009. Without the project,
future water deliveries will continue to be problematic and possibly nonexistent,
particularly if further drawdown of the lake is required to address safety concerns.

2. We have corrected this discussion in the final EA.

3. The SOD project will have a long-term beneficial effect for downstream farmers.
Reclamation engineers examined possible options for conveying stream water from the
temporary bypass pipe to the irrigation pipeline during construction. All the options
considered presented significant logistical problems which could not be easily overcome
due to economic constraints. Project planners will attempt to phase construction in such
a manner so as to bring the outlet works online and restore irrigation releases as quickly
as possible.



