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Bruce D. Cllis, Chicf

Environmental Resource Managerent Division
Unired States Department of the Inerior
Bureau of Reclamation

Phoenix Arca Office

P.O. Box 81169

Phoenix, AZ 85068-1169

SUBJECT: SAFETY OF DAMS REHABILITATION OF ASSAYI DAM
ASSAYI LAKE

LOCATED APPROXTMATELY

25 MILES NE OF WINDOW ROCK, McKINLEY COUNTY, NM

;
|
M, Ellis:

The fo].léf)Wing information on species of concem' is provided in response to your 31 March 2005 request

concerning the subject project, which consists of the following:

o enlarging the existing spillway along the lefr abutment of dam (wonld incucle use of explosives to
remove portion of rock aburment) |

® rembving and replacing the existing toe drain on the downstream side of the dam

s sJ.iplining the exisiting river outlet works pipe with single wall HDPE pipe or temoving and replacing
the putler works structure

o dcvéloping borrow areae (approximately 1200 feet southwesr af dam)

® constructing a new service road and bridge over spillway at lefc abutment

® insrialling riprap along upstream face and possibly raising crest height of dam.

Known !to occur within one mile of the project site:
L Faldo percgiinus (Peregrine Falcon); NESL group 1: MBTA. For more information conracr Navid
Mil)%esic, NFWD Zoclogist, at (528) 871-7070.

Known o occur within three miles of the project site:

1"Spccics of concern" include protected, candidate, and other rare or otherwise sensitive species, including certain
native spéarcs and species of economle or cultural significance. Fur vadi species, the following tribal and federsl statuecs are
indicated: Navajo Endangered Specics List (NESL), federal Endangered Specics Act (ESA), Migratory Bird Treaty Act
(MBTA),.and Eagle Protcetion Act (EPA). No legal protection is afforded species with only ESA candidate ar NESL group 4
status: please be aware ol these species duning surveys and inform 1he NFWD of observations, Duwumentation that these apecies ..
are more numerous or widespread than currently known, and addressing these species in project planning and management i8
important for congcrvation and may conlribute to ensuring they will not be uplisted in the future, Speeies without ESA or NESL
legal protection (o.g., NESL group 4 species) are only included In résponscs on d regulon Liosis and may not he included in thi
response.’ Pleasc refer to the NESL for a list of group 4 specics; cantact me if you nced a copy.

Department of Fish & Wildlife ~ Natural Heritage Program, P.O. Box 1480. Window Rock, AZ 88515
Phone (8288 /1-64/4 or 5451 Fax (928)871-7603

1



85/17/2805 09:16 9288717869 FuWl_ PAGE BZ

1 All_g'r;am gooddingii (Goodding's Onjon); NESL group 3; ESA candidate.

Specles bf concern with potential to oceur on the 7.5 minute Todilito Park, NMqradrangle(s) conraining
the projéct boundaries include the following, Potentialis based primarily on quadrangle-wide coarsc habitat
characteristics and species range information. Your project biologist should determine habirar svitahility
at the project sice(s).
1. Aquitla chrvsacros (Golden Eagle); NESL group 3; MBTA; EPA.

Cintlus mexicanns (American Dipper); NESL gioup 3; MITA.

Deridragapus cbscurus (Blue Grousc); NESL group 4.
Bmpidonax traillii extimue (Smrhwestern Willow Flycarcher); NESLgroup 2, ESA endangered; MBTA.

p.
3,
4.
5. Mustela nigripes (Black-footed Ferret); NESL group 2; ESA endangered.
6
7
8
9

Rana pipiens (Northern Leopard Frog), NESL group 2

Speveria nokomis (Western Seep rritillary): NESL group 3.

Strix occidentalis lucida (Mexican Spotted Owl): NESL group 3: ESA threatened: MBTA.
Cletnatis hirsutissima var. arizonica (Arizona Learher Flower): NESL group 4.

10, Evigeron rhizomatus (Rhizome Fleabanc); NESL group 2, ESA threatened.

Potentiél for the black-foated ferret should be evaluared if prainie-dog towns of sufficient size (per NOWD
guidelities) oceur in the project area.

Potential for Puccinellia parishii should be evaluated if wetland conditions exists thar contain whire alkaline
CTUSTS. |

Biological surveys need to be conducred during the appropriate season Lo ensure they are complete and
accurate please refer to NN Speuics Accounts.’ Further questions pertaining to surveys should be referred
to Species Account. Surveyors on the Navajo Nation must be permitted by the Director, NFWD. Contact
Jeff Cole at (928) 871-7068 for permitting procedures. Questions Pertaining to Surveys should be dircered
to the NFWD Zoologist (David Mikesic) for animals at 871-7070, and Botanist (Daniela Roth) for plants at
(928)523-8445. Questions regarding biological evaluation should be directed to Rita Whitehorse-Larsen
(Environmental Reviewer) at 871-7060,
t

Also of concern are imparts ro any wetland or riparian habitats and their associated species, such as those
of Assayi Lake. '

Potential impacts to wetlands should also be evalvared. The US. Fish & Wildlifc Scivice's Nacional
Wetlarlds [nventory (NW1) maps should be examined to determine whether areas classified as wetlands
arelocated closeenough o the project site(s) rohe impacted. Tn cases where the maps are inconclusive (e.g.,
due to their small scale), field surveys must be completed. For ficld surveys, wetlands identification and
delineation methodology conrained in the *Corps of Engineers Wetlands Delineation Manual’ (Technical
Report Y-87-1) should be used. When wetlands are present, potential impacts must be addressed jn 4
environmental assessment and the Army Corps of Engineers, Phoerix affice, must be contacted. NWI maps
arc available for examination at the NFWD's Natural Heritage Program (NHP) nffice nr may he purchased
through the U S. Geological Survey (order forms atc available through the NHP). The NHP has complete
coverage of the Navajo Nation, excluding Utah, at 1:200,000 scale: and coverage at 1:24,000 scale in the
southwestern portion of the Navajo Nation.

14 ;
. Available upon raquact frew of charge by contecting Datn Manages ar R71t.R4R9
1
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The information in this teport was identified by the NEWD's biologists ainl computerized database, and
is basedion data available at the time of this response. If project planning takes more than two (02) years
[rom thé date of this response, verification of the information provided herein is strongly recommended. [t
should not be regarded as the final statement on the occurrence of any species, Dot should it substitute for
on-site surveys. Also, because the NEWD's information is continually updared, any given informarion

rf:spon-s.;e is only wholly appropriate for its respective request.

An involee for this infuLiation is aztached.

If you have any quesrions I may be reached at (928) §71-6472.

Sonja Detsol. Wildlife Tech.
Natural Hericage Program
Department of Fish and wildlife

CONEURRENCE
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Glaria M. Tom, Director
Departinent of Fish & Wildlife
Divisioh of Natural Resources
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