
   
 
Left Photo caption: Cecelia Overby, biologist with the Coconino National Forest in 
Flagstaff, presents Jeff Riley (right) with the Conservationist of the Year award at the 
annual meeting of the American Fisheries Society, Arizona and New Mexico Chapter, 
on February 3, 2012 in Phoenix, Ariz. 
 
Right Photo Caption: Completed Fossil Creek fish barrier 
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JEFF RILEY - 2011 Conservationist of the Year 
 

The Arizona-New Mexico Chapter of the American Fisheries Society recently 
recognized Jeff Riley, a supervisory civil engineer in the Phoenix Area Office of the 
Bureau of Reclamation, as Conservationist of the Year. The Conservationist of the Year 
award recognizes significant involvement and accomplishments by an individual or 
group not employed in the fisheries or aquatic resources profession. Cecelia Overby of 
the Coconino National Forest and Rob Clarkson, fish biologist with Reclamation, 
nominated Jeff for the award based on his innovation in designing fish barriers in the 
Gila River basin and his dedication in overseeing their construction. They also 
recognized Riley’s growing appreciation of the native fish his designs are protecting. 
 
Fish barriers are a necessary tool in the southwest to protect and restore native fish 
populations. In addition to barrier design and implementation, Riley’s support of the 
Forest Service, Bureau of Land Management, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, and 
Arizona Game and Fish Department contributed to the completion of environmental 
compliance.  
 
The nomination particularly noted Riley’s design of a fish barrier on Fossil Creek, a 
tributary of the Verde River in central Arizona. Constructed In 2004, the design and 
implementation needed to consider its placement in a designated wilderness and within 
an eligible wild and scenic river.  Riley worked diligently with the Forest Service to 
design a barrier that could meet the Wilderness Act requirement that the area continue 
to appear to have been affected primarily by the forces of nature, and that the imprint of 
man’s work remain substantially unnoticeable. Many people, including hydrologists, 



recreation staff, wilderness staff and others, have visited the site and remarked on its 
naturalness. Additionally, Riley was a main author on the Wild and Scenic River (WSR) 
analysis for the project, evaluating the barrier’s impact on the free-flowing character of 
the stream and ensuring minimal impact by designing a barrier that mimicked the 
existing step-pool system.  This was the first WSR analysis done for rivers identified as 
eligible on the Coconino National Forest, and possibly in the state. 
 
For more information on the Fossil Creek fish barrier: 
http://www.usbr.gov/lc/phoenix/biology/azfish/pdf/fossilCreekPlanFnlRpt.pdf 
 
 


