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away, but thoughts jm~vii:a ly
toward home and the plan fo, the

. future .that mean so m h. Two,
" years is a short time.' it 'will pass
magically, and we'll wonder where
it went. And yet' the next two
years are the post important, per-
haps in our entire Iifetimc=-cbr
whole future is" tied .up in: the
events Of the next ,two ',y.)ars-,
whether we continue on the, high
road to happiness and ~prosperity.
or, drop gradually back" to' .the
mediocrity of other, days", depends
entirely "on the, ~ffort put forth to
solve the problems facing us. "

For in two years the' Boulder
.canyon. project will be ,1learing com-
-pletion-c-the huge, payroll which
has made southern Nevada 'one of
the few white spots on the' busi-
ness map of the country during the
past' two, and a half ~ears, wilL be
rapidly dwindling toward the mod-
est amount .requiredto support the
government .forces left behind, to
operate' the great .power plants,
and Boulder City will be but a
shadow' of, its teeming .busy self
of today:' '

What o.f ~s;V-~gas'?:rhat's the
most impo~_nt ,qp.p"tiqn,,, ,~_ be
answered today, and it must be
s-eriously considered NOW instead
of two. years AFTER the dam_is
completed. Wc h;ave'ltad a! habit,
in this community o.f, ours, o.f let-
tit'lg' thi~gs drift along; supremely
confident that ! .because ,8",kihdt-y
p,!,~yj4en,ce pr;Gvided: a.n i,deal q~1,ll
site..on the C'ol'6J:'!J.do.rIver ,28 miles.
fro.mo.ut doorstep, clQ8e ,endu-ghtG '
Ii farge power market to he' feas-
ible of c~nsttuct.i9n, that: the, same
kindly proVidence iWo.l,lid:solve all
problems ..•connected. ;wjth,·; tl;'lim;-
fQtm~Jig,~o\lr' 'eommqilily '; irlJG 'll
¢f,eil.t'metioP,OHs.· ",:j.tl)'.Uttie 01' n.o
ef;ort, ,q4. o,l1-,r"plh-~. .• , '-.' "

.: Wp'i'le; ~~ ~tal}d :iilly ,Lon: stt~t
Co.~~~Il,';0f. sit- cas~liJly, il"!~c~~~~.f
ol.contmer¢e ,\meet~ngs :and, discuss
the. gt-eat 'factoTie-s;sin~J.teils . and
refineries that will; tumble ' Gv~r,.
each other to 'av:ail"thc~lves of
th~ cheap 'J,Ww€!r.'soon;,!o· be 'av.ail~
a?l~;':we,al;~ i~m?11a:tJxfg.. ~~r.~~*.l;\
example' of a few, Y'Cars .'ago. ,W.li~h
we,'~diditlje ':~a.me' :th~ng' T~gar~i~g
the eGns,tructJGn of: the dam.project

, without taking' a·. sjn-glevstep;--u>
~ake tli~in0s'.l; ,of'G~~ GppOrtunity
and,' safe-g'u,a,rd/RRt;. r,ithts• . "~I. ' ' -,

Had we; been on ~ur toes, pre-
pared to t~ke' advantage o.f every
angle' connected with, tht .g:i;-eat
project, Boulder City :'\V,ouldnever
have been \built, we would now-be
collecting 'taxes from several mil- ,
lion dollars valuation 'nGW' encpm-
passedin the so-called reservation,
and an entirely diffcrent' ~ono'mic
situation would, now prevail 'in
southern Nevada.,;'AIl this is wa-
ter' over the' wheels,' and' these
statements. are not "offered ih a
spirit ·o.f' bitterness 'o.r, complaint,
Rather they are presented in the
hope that' the example will NQJ-'
be ,'emulated as' vie a proach 'the

-'

La ' , egas begin to lay
lans for' building' against' that
brio when .the dam' project itself
is completed. The greatest oppor-
tunity ever laid at thc door of any
community, is presented by' ' the
proximity . of this dam, and the
value. f'rom rthis standpoint has al-
ways been conclusively dernonstrat-
ed.. Last year in excess of 100,000
people visited. .the dam and LAS
VEGAS, bringing over a .MILLION
DOLLA-RS in outside money into
the community. '"It'was that· "pay-
roll,",' added -to 'the vast" amount
paid monthly to. die workers on the
project itself, that carried Las. Ve-gas successfully thru one year, of a
dfu:>ression that .seriously crippled
many more favorably situated CGm-
muniti~s. Bu.t 'despite this fact,
Las Vegas continues decidedly
apathetic toward any move to. stim-
ulate .or ,;promote . this business.
There is a general: impression" de-
cidedly, erroneous, that the only
persons benefitted are the service
station proprietors, hotel owners
and restaurant men. A: "payroll"
of that size rspreads its-elf into
every nook' and corner of a CGm-
munity and every person in bus i-:~~~$ip Las Veps participated.

That "industry" has developed
, to' datevalmost -without -effor't on
the p~ut of the business interests
of. Las Vegas. If such a sizeable
flGW of tourists is attracted acci-
dentally, what, could be. done thru
a concerted effGrt', parti~ipated, in
by th'e .entire: cOlllrt\unity;' WIth
every resource p1edged to the nt-
mo.st limit, as was done in the
early' days, Qt. Los Angeles when a
few men of visionIaid the founda-
tioid.m: whit.will one day be t,~e
gte~test cltyil1 thE! WGl'ld? ',<
. ."r ' ..• ~. -' ' -. _"'_' __ ' '

, Th~'',~ns~eF,' GtcGurse,.i~ that
prop-erl.Y and: enthusiastically pal1-
dled;this' })uliiJ;leS8c"~'bedeVeIG~e'd
to\'IiJ'~int.:..whcf.e~it,EQUAks.,OR
~XCEEDS the, present i .~Gu1der
dam,1>mGll w.e,illl r~a1ite means so.
nluCb/ ~The -load 'naturally Ifalls on
the" newly installed admjrJi~t!-,atio~
of the chamber o.f'commerce. But
th~iis ~dsmerllly'a directOry func-
tion. ' The real .wGrk must-be done
l5y, tJ1e, r~nk" il:n~',file-:()f .tbe; com-
munityj unselfishly, With all work-
~rtg}6w,ard ',a common ~98-1.-, ". '.,'

\~ "t" '~(."0'1~ • ' •• ,

. ,Ii.there is,ne¥er; a :f,act~rY:l>.l!Jlt
-never, a hGrsepower of th~ ~am's
'el'eotticai'- energy used in "Nevada,
the':' tourist business' alone ",~n be
.sufficient . to continue the growth
and'proSpcrity ot"southetn Nevada,
If pIlGperIy encouraged .and develop-
ed .. ; Any. other city· in the co.un.try
would be 'banging away at the JGb,
k~epitlg- evcrlastillgly ~t it, and
already, l)cgin'ning to. rt:~hze re-
sults. We ~ppear to. be too. busy
patting ourselves on the back for
the good fortune that has -already
been dropped in our lap, to. exploit
it,..to the -fullness thereof. We may
wake up before it's t~G l~te and
throw OUl' entire energies into the
'balance. I hope we do. '


