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«~l1/DER COLOR

—AND THESRTVER/ OBEYED

a wild

She’s ‘a savage  river,
2 st«reamwthat Colorado.

Yet how docilely she acts when"

‘man ‘gets the whip hand!

‘The" first” feat was when those-
'constructlon ‘men of Hoover dam '
¢ r]the river, “half out of bed” |
and’ compelled ‘her to flow down the
‘Arizona side of the channel for a

distance while the other half was
excavated far below the level of the
bottom of the river.

- The second feat—not to mention
i:he major feat of shunting the en-
tire river three-quarters of a mile
through solid rock cliff—was to

- make “the river flow backward in
her channel,” as one may say (us-
ing a sort of poetic license).

The third feat, one at which Her-
cules himself would stand aghast|-
could he stand in Black canyon
and hear it told, was accomplish-
ed yesterday, in a scant three and
one-half hours.

£ Whent feat number one was ac-
complished, by building of that

semi-circular dyke around the Ne-|

vada half of the upper cofferdam
area, a great many men and a
great many trucks, together with
several big power shovels, were
vequired for the work—and they

S} many. ST
y nd when feat’
' ‘hat water. did not flow

RS

'mere man.'  Those ~several still

labors of many. nien.
had been pumped out of the up-
stream pools by the work of many
pump men, shift after shift. So
that when one of the barriers fur-
ther downstream went out, allow-
ing great quantities of water ac-
tually to flow “backward’—up
stream in the channel of the Colo-
rado — many men were in attend-
ance to witness the opelatlon

“But yesterday’s feat was per-
formed by one lone man.

Suppoese Hercules had come back
to earth, stood in Black canyon
before man’s hand had been put
to the task of building ‘the -dam,
and was told he must turn half of
the river in less than five hours—
he alone, with help from no .other
living' being! :

He would snort!

And. suppose Ray Rosenbaum
(who coaches the Boulder City

er two wasz

ard in -the channel . at. the—
'dam site. at ‘the bidding of .one

“lakes” of- wa.ter between the vari-
ous ¢ earth barirers across. the can-1i ..
‘yon. had been :confined - in . their
various spots n‘the. channel by the:
~The wateri:

e

Avalanche basketball squad in the
evenings) had been 'told when he

1 first came to the: prowct th
jday.in the future he
‘| quired to. change
‘half-the flow of the Colo

tween the thII‘S‘Of 11 a

man _]Ob that mlghteweﬂ -8

(in_construction history as unique.
The entire river had been flow- |
ing for many weeks through diver- -
sion tunnels three and four, on the |
For some reason or .
other it was decided to shift the
flow of the entire river to tunnel =

Arizona ‘side.

four.
At 11 '‘a. 'm. Rosenbaum dug in

with his bulldozer-equipped cater- -
pillar, pushing dirt from the bank'

of the dirt fill just downstream
from the upper portal of three. He
pushed dirt into the water before
the mouth—and drove the cat out
on to the mew-made fill, WOrkmg'
thus right across the mouth of the
tunnel, until a complete “dam” of
dirt had stopped the entry of the
west “half” of the Colorado river
into that big conc1ete-lmed bore.
At:3:30 p. m. the entire stream

_ was coursing through tunnel four!

On a day in the not distant fu-

" ture the flow will be controled by

huge plate steel gates, power op-
erated. Even the “cat” can be put
to scratehing gravel somewhere
else while the river is switched
about on that day. - :




