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. Workers and materials are assem~Ung for the six-year task of
\ building the world's largest dam between the walls of the Colorado River
canyon at the point shown in ,the upper picture. Work is already well
advanced on the railroad (below) which will carry supplies to the damm~. I

IBy AIaoc\ateCl P~.I Shoals. The former generates 550,00()
Denver, Colo., March'H.-After more horsepower for the United' states.

than eight years of planning and agita- Muscle Shoals' ultimate development 1s
tion, the major offensive against the put at 600,000 horsepower. The Hoover
turbulent 'Colorado 'dver has been dam will generate between 1,GOO,OOO
.started, ' ' and 1,200,000.
Among the fitst steps' the Six Com- The materials needed for the great

panies, Inc., of San Francisco, success- dam are' counted in millions. There
ful bidder on the general contract for will be 3,600,000' yards, of concrete
Hoover dam and power plant, will take masonry, requiting 5,000,000 barrels of
approximately 1,000 workers to Nevada's cement and 19,000,00(), pounds 'of re-
wastelands to build a railroad to parry inforcing. steel. " '
suppl1es, j;Q the ,dam site in Black, SIX YEARS FOR TASK.
canyon."', '

I "A"n,ot,her, r,a,ilr,oa,d, built on con,tract The' government, in accepting, the bid
tor the government, is under construe- ot :.the Six Companies Inc .• on March
tloil, "now. It will extend tromLas 11, spectned that' actual work shall

I Vegas to the site 01 the dam. start within thirty days. I!<lldthat the
I The.gqyernment already has adver- whole project be completed in six y~ars.
:Used!'fOf,'bids, on.rthe (lonstruction of It will take four years to complete
I1ving.:quarters:!for its engineers and the concrete work alone. By Septem-,
workers at,BoUl6er City;,'Nev., where ber, 1936, the electrical plaI!t at the
4,OOo,~en,and theit families- will make dam will be supplying current t" ,the
their temporltrY or permanent homes. City of Los Angeles and the Southern j
. Boulder CiliY'will rise "frOm a -wllder- Cal1fornia Edison Company under con-I
ness ot· sa.gebrush.~ slJ.lJlPf $525.000 tract. ,.... '~
ha~been provfded for layirig out this 'I:Il about a yeai- another government'
model city and starting the eonstruc-' contract will be 'let for construction of
tlon of a -highway to the dam site.,.,. the All"American canal whtch" will de-

TUNNELS '1'0 DIVERT FLOW., liver water to Southern California. This
'One ot the, striking engineering feal;sl project will cost approximately $38.500.-

facing the contractors is diversion ,of 000.
,'the flow of the great stream ftom,its '1'0 REPAY COST IN 34 YEARS.
I bed between the huge cliffs \where .the The cost of the entire flood control.
dam is to be built. water supply and power program in th"
,TQ;jtccoplplish,the 'dlv!lrsion i~,wi11 Colorado will approximate $165,000,000.

be nei!essary" to,"dtive" four tunnels 50 The sale of power-and the delive,y of
feet in diameter through the solid rock water tor trrlgatlonpurposea is to repay
on both,sldes of the gorge=-twc tunnels the government that sum-In thirtY-four
on each side. These tunnels will be years.
lined wlth concrete, and they will carry Boulder City will be completed wIth-

I the water frOm the regular course of tna year. The water .and power sys-
the river while ,the dam itself is under terns will be finished by June. and after
construction. ' . that the building wilf ,go 'ahead.
, The dam will be the large$tln the Frank Crowe of Boise, Idaho, for,
world. and will create the world's larg- many years an engineer for the Unite~
est artificiallake.Tll.e CQIorado's states Reclamation Service, will act as
waters, backing up before the huge pile general superintendent' in charge ot the
of masonry. will form a great reservoir entire construction. He was employed
115 miles long, with a shore line ,of as gel:)eral manager ,of the Six Oom-
550 miles. At high water. its surface' pantes Inc., a group whicll pooled its
will be 1.228 feet above' sea level.' resources and equipment because, the
The power development will lover- job was constdered too big tor a single

sha~both Niagara Falls and Muscle con~rn.~~~,_


