
nm.. BRISBANE ERRATIO
Mr. Arthur Brisbane, the famous editorial writer

whose comments are printed daily in THE LEXINGTON
LEADER, is always interesting and stimulating, but not
always right in his attitude toward or treatment of
facts. He says many things which cannot stand the
test of close analysis.

For example, he declared the other day that when
~~he .great irrigation and flood control project at
)oulder Dam is completed, "on the theory that the
gove the 'people can spend money, but
can't manage a business, the property will be turned )
over for exploitation to private individuals that can
manage a. business."

That is by no means the complete story. Boul-
der Dam is being built by the government solely
for the purpose of controlling tile flood waters of the
Colorado.rlver, which threatens Imperial Valley with
destruction until it Is regulated', and' of furnishing
the settlers in the irrigated districts fed by the river
an even and perpetual flow of life-giving water.
,The developmentof electric energy is purely a sid~ I

issue. .sucn energy is merely a by-product, The dam
was not provided for any' such purpose, but the
sale of power is to completely pay for the entire 1

Hndertaking over a speclfiedterm of ,years.More than
t'hat. The energy .generated is .to be sold llrst of, all
tov the ;five states' interested, then to municipalities,
and last of all to private companieswho will get only.].
what is left after the preferred customers have been
~.i.\erved.Is -there any objection to the sale of surplus 1
power to private interests' after the states and the I
~it~eswho are to be given the preference have con-
tractedfor all th.ey are ableto use?

This tsa very different picture from the one Mr.
Brisbane has drawn. The Impresston he leaves is that
the government is to turn over Boulder Dam when
it is. completed to some one or more corporations In-
-terested ill the private exploitation of power resources
on the theory that the government cannot manage
honestly 01' economicallysuch a huge undertaking. It l

has managed very much greater undertakings in the
'Past, the postal service, for example, and .the Panama
Canal.

At the same time he mlslnterprets the case I
of Muscle Shoals in the very next paragraph,
where he says that the action of Mr. HooverIn vetoing
the Norris·b11lhas been most r~assllrdngto the powerI
.interests who are permitted "to exploit the peoplell

tnedessltfesand natural monopolieswithout any daIlger
of competition from the government." .
But the President iIi.his veto messagewhile giving

his reasons for .opposinginterference with the conduct
?f business which should be in the' hands of' private
Interests, urges that' the utilities be regulated by the
federal .govern~ent where they engage in l,nterstate
transmission pf power, and that in the field or intra-
state developijlent and transmission the states them-
selves.assume control of rates, services, finanCing,and
iO forth.

ThIS IS the sane American way, the traditional
nethod, and it appeals to the good sense of the people
)f this country. There can be no exploitation of the
mbllc- and no creation of monopOliesunless.the people
hemselvesrefuse to exert "themselvesfor their mutual
Irotection.. They have ample power to deal with all s
he problems.of this nature as they.arise.


