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Cement ConLract for Lin-
ing Diversjon Tunnels
Goe§ ( “B;gFour” t

Souther C Afl)rma, M its
first big Hoover élam melon vester-
day when four | cement firms ofi
that section turned in.the low" ‘bid
for about $500,000 worth of cement
with which to line the four huge
diversion tunnels now' being driv:n
thru the rocky walls of Black
canyon, as a prehmlnary Job oJ.
the dam project.

At the Denver office of the Tee
lamation bureau, bids on thisitem
were opened and it was found that
the one submitted jointly ‘by:sthe
four companies, was 1 cents a bar-
rellower than the next low esti-
mate.

‘The compames, Wthh palthpa -
ed in the .successful bidding were
. the * California Portland . Cement
company, with < mills at Colton;
‘ the Monolith company, at’ Mon-
olith; the Riverside company, . at
Rlve151de, and the Southwestern
company, at Vietorville.

The concerns will deliver, on call
to  Boulder City, 380,000 barlele,
at $2.20 a barrel, This is a* mill
price of $1.287 a: barrel, the re-
mainder of the figure representing
freight charges.

Otflmals of the compames said
that several ‘hundred men will be !
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itent - at Washington

ticial okeh is expected within the |
next week and the companies will
‘start production of the contract |
of the contract shortly thereafter. |

‘It is expected that, the lmmvv
process  will * be started shmtly
after March 1, at whnich time the
new machme‘y for .the work will
have been completed and most of
the excavation work done.

While the cement work will be
started at that time, it is not en-
tirely certain that all of the exca-
vation work willl have been com--
pleted. It is probable, according
to government engineers, that at
least two of the huge bores will bhe
completed and ready for lining at
that time, and while the machines
are busy on these two the tunnel-
ing work on the other two will bé¢
pushed with all possible speed.

Cement bids were called unex-
pecteily about two weeks ago when
it was” announced that contractors |
buildingTHoover dam are nearly a
year ahead in their construction
program and that the four diver-.
sion tunnpels are nearing comple-
{tion. The 380,000 barrels of ce-
ment called for in the contract will
be used during the current year.

In an explanatory letter accom-
panying their bid . the Southern
California group stated that in sub-
mitting a joint bid they had “mu-
tually agreed to divide the respon:
sibilities involved in proportions
roughly corresponding to the ca-
“pacities of their several plants.”
The companies also agreed to make
themselves jointly and severally re-
sponsible for the faithful perform-
ance and completion of the con-
tract.

The joint low bid was made, ac-
cording to local officials of the
companies involved, in order that
the Southern California mills can
maintain as high a rate of opera-
tion as poselble during the depres-
sion and give employment to the
maximum number of men.
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