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Efforts -of Six Co - i st»
",; Promote Safet-y Result -in, .
"..FlJrming of Spl~GialSla·" 'Of

,.' 30; Coiuractor Worlc'-'Told



Safety, on the most hazardous
.onstruction job of building Hoo-
.er Dam, is one of the very im-
oortant problems faced by Six
:ompanies Inc. The contractors
m the project have met this

}s 'M

problem of organization Of a
complete 'staff of more than'
thirty persons who devote their
entire time to safety and hos-
pitalization 'work.

Details of the cfforts made by



'~-"'."-, =. , .• ,r I
the contractors to prot@cttpelife.l,
and health of employes, and the
results of those efforts, were given II

in the recently published report of
the committee appointed by the'

f Associated General Contractors 0'£
America and the American Engi-

I neering Council to investigate the

"

dam project and its present status, I

The section of this' ieport de-II
voted to thi~ prase of the contrac-
tors' work is Quoted 'here: I
"THIS rnOJEC'l' ii hazardous I

f1'0111 the, viewpoint of; safety to 1
men. 1'h'8' vertical. cahyon walls i
almost 1,000 'feet high have to he i
scaled of loos-eYock by men hang- I
ing from ropes and wire ladders. I
~~T~'e quantities: of dynamite are!
m -constarit use'.' . I

I "Great activity' is continually i
'l'lo1"ging ',aheae! in a very limited I
[space of this canyon. 'The utmost I

!cal1t,ion is beh\'~ exercised by the I
I contractors and, men. ' i

HA DEPARTMENT of Insurance 'I

and Safety- was created May 1, I
1!H31, to be responsible for the:
health •.safetY'J·ins~'t,n1nce, hospitali- I
zation 'and fil'e']h,6tection. Protec-']I tion. o'i. life and limb "9f empl,oye'2 I

Il'ecelve~ the constant action of the' I
nUl11!1g,f'ment ,:md. indiV-idt;al illspec-\

I
'tdl'f': b,.C. the hClS. pital and 'safety de-I
partment. The 'enth~ promises .'are

I sysLelllatihi1lly' gUIle over by the'

Isafety represerrtatives tit regubl'l,
!nt('~'val~, and ki18vm 1lazal'd~ elil~l- I
inated. ',Appyoved types ofi1afe- I

I ty helmets ate compulsory in the i
canyon and 'U'l'C f'urntshcd to men!
witJ2otlt, eo;;tj ~hi~- ha,s "resu!tc(! iill
the- ptacbcalelllrnnaiLOn of serrous

:" "'_' .,",' ~ _:;- .-.} ~', _,I .:. ~



I head injuries.
"A crew 0'£ men consisting' 'ofI son~e eighteen inspectors, are reg-

I ularly assigned to inspection and
i scaling of tunnel roofs and walls;
tunnels ate 'kept 'unusually well1
lig hted and. ventilated. No gas
hazard has been encountered. al- 1
thou~'h.appl'ov~d type 'of autornatic I
detectors are m constant use. The
premises are suitably placarded
with warning signs and: the solici- I

tationut employes is effective in
aiding in the prevention of acci- I

dents. .
"ALL STATIONARY machinery

is fully guarded; 'motor trucks are I
kept at safe speeds; roads are be" II

ing .constructed to Nevada state
standards: bridges and' catwalks'l
have been properly equipped with
guard tails; motor boats on 'the I
river are supplied with both belt
and ring type ,life preservers;' ac-']
cessible elecbrical machinery and I
Wi,ring is armor-plated; scaling of I
canyon walls is done from ropes
and rnen are required to properly
secure themselves. '.. "
"Powder is stored in main maga-

bzines located north of .Boulder
Oity, in' undergrouird stora-ge,' un-
del'. l2?k and' key well isolated: Call .
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fe'l houses are separate. Only daily
he, supplies of powder are transport-
~~ ,ed to the works. Powder of only
of standard manufacture and fresh-
16 t ness .is nscd.
~:f "In order for the pi-6ject to start
:1- with' and maintain good physical
ae health, all men' arc physically ex-
.s, I aminetl prior to employment. Frome-I May'l, 1931, to December 1, 1931,
c- this department made physical ex-

amination of' a total 0'1 3,544 men,
J!> I of whom 173 were rejected and
to 13",371 accepted., Rejections WCj'C

Is lfor; For hernia, 65; heart and
ae i blood, 32; vision and hearing, 55;
;- II manual deficiency, 7; other causes,
s, 15.
re I "THE HOSPITAL is a con-

i crete, brick ;lnd tile, construe-
Iy i tion, located on a knoll overlook-
!e! I ing' the townsite. It is steam heat-
,t: ed and electrically equipped
re I throughout, including: the kit~~cl<l,
"I and also has electrical steriliza-
ie I tion of the latest type. Thei'e arc
1, ! twenty b~d~ with .. eme1~gen~y. [LC'-
lei' cornmodationsror fifteen additional
j , , bcds. ,
,- i ' "Equipment includes the morl-
!'2j ?l'n, latest typc X-r~~ and surg icu l
e' instruments, Provision has bccn
;- made for the treatment 0'; heat
\- prostration.' The, hospital grounds
'8 are now being landscaped and the
ie plans provide for lawns and drive-
,1' I ways around thebuildfng with cac-
~ . tus 'gardens on Jht}, ~Jop(.'s;
.- i"THE HOSPITAL, staff c{)l1si,11 s
e: or:' , " ,

~ ,I i'Fou~ :qu~lifie~l Ii('~nsct! sur
s g eons-c-orio on duty at all hours,. l day and night;
", "Four graduate women nurses
, in the hospital; , "

"Two orderlies;
'~Cook and 'helper:

I "One graduate first-aiel male
I nurse statoined at the river camp
i in the canyon;
'I "One graduate 'first-aid malc
nurse stationed at the lower por-

I
tals in the canyon.

"THE FIRST·AID station at the
I river-camp is equipped with all the
! usual 'first-aid materials, including-
i aut,?l1)a!ic i111.1~lat?l's f'or re,m~ci-
I tation m tne event ef electr-ical
: shoe]: a'nd gas; equipment of six
i beds. There "is -ii nurse on duly
: 2"4 hours a day. - The first-aid sta-
I tion at the lower PUl tals containsI emergency supplies and dressings
i and has a nurse on duty 24 ~ours
I a day.



I "Minor cases are brought tc
first-aid stations and the Boulder

ICity .hospital in company passenger
j cars; there are about one hundred

I
cars available on the job. Two
fully 'equipPlld ambulances are

Imaintained, one at each entrance
l to the works, 'it being unnecessaryI to' delay serious cases waiting for

el fhe arrival of ambulances.I "Complete records are maintain-
- 'I ed irt' accordance with the .require-

, merits "of the American College o'j
if ISurgeons' and it is anticipated thai
r_1 application will be made for ap-:d i proval by that iiltsltution just as
_, : soon' as the plant has been m op-Ii e'f'atibn a sufficient length of time
is to qualify,
1- "AN ISOLA'IJON ward is being
ic provided on the-outskirts .of town,
te ata point provided 'by the govern-
.d ment, for handling infectious and1- contagious diseases,
n "The accident record to Decem-
i- bel' I, 1931, numbered 589. In

the origin o'f accidents the tunnel-
'y [ ing' ,oilCl'ations ,had the largest
'e Inumber, 285; ·whlle camp construe-
," 'I' tion saw 65, 'highway construction
:e 48 and' the machine shop 45, Ex-[S'l cavation had 27 and railroad work
.h 25.
Ie I "In causes of accidents up to
It December I, tools and materials
,_ IIhandling led, with 131, and 'falling
id rock was second, with 129. Next
if IClime falls, 82; flying objects, 70;
~S'sprains and, strains, 43; heat pros/
y tration, 25; and punctures, 25, Then

there were 19 burns., G from im-
1- j proper footwear, 15 from blasting,
~t'12 from derailment, 4 hernias, 7 in
\_ railroad operation, 11 in com pres-
.p SOl',' pumps and shovels, 16 cases

11 of 'Sickness, and 3 non-industrial.
"0'1 these there were 165 that

,'lost no time, 149 that lost less than
1 seven days, 114 compensable for
[one to two weeks ; 53 compensable
i for two to four weeks, 13 compen-I sable for foul' to six .weeks ; seven
Icompensable for six to eight weeks;

Ieight compensable, for eight to
twelve weeks; eleven compensable

i for over twelve weeks; twlve fatal
lindustrial accidents; twenty-eight
! 'fatal sicknesses on the reservation
I and twenty-nine non-fatal. sickness-I es 'on' the reservation, making the
: total of 58~, cases.
I '''FIRE PROTECTION, consists
I a volunteer organization of men
in the employ of Six Companies
Inc. composed of f'our captains
and forty men under the direction
of a paid chief. 'I'he 'government
has provided a 350-gallon pumper
and ladder truck, and, Six Corn-
panics Inc. has provided a hose
truck equipped with two 80-gallon
chemicals, 1,500 1eet Of 2%-jnch
hose, 40 feet extension ladder anrl
other necessary equipment.
"The buildings of Six Companies

Lnc, are protected with 1,500 water
barrels that are inspected sem i-
monthly by the superintendent.




