KIWANIS 1 cAYS
U. S. DAM POLICY

Criticise Government for
Allowing Conditions as
They E*{lst in R;serve

Crlt}qumg the govexnment ﬁﬂ&»
allowing conditions to/exist in ‘the
Hoover dam reselvatmn which are
contrary to all state’s rights and
which are holding back the devel-
opment of Las Vegas and Clark
county, the Kiwanis club last eve-
ning issued a call for its own
members and the citizenry of Clark
county to awake and start a fight
for an equitable adjustment of the
51tuat10n as it now exists.

Three major points were brot
out during the discussion that fol-
lowed a speech on “Crime, Crim-
inals and Rackets,” by J. R. Lewis,
and were:

collected in the neighberhood of
$40,000 in poll taxes from the em-
ployes on the job and has this
money in the treasury of the com-
pany drawing interest; and that
numerous workmen have moved
away, thus precluding any chance
of the state collecting for these
workers.

2—That certain equipment, used
on the project has been purchased
by the government, in direct vio-
lation to the contract which calls
for the government to furnish all
the materials for the project, only.
This was cited only as an instance
where the state might be robbed
of taxes on personal property
should the suit, now pending in
the courts, be settled in favor of
the state.

3—That Six Companies is alleg-
edly forcing everyone in the res-
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ervation working for the firm teo
either rent houses from them or
move into the dormitories and that
' the employes of the company have
 been notified that all roomers and
Iboarders, living with families in
' the cottages owned by Six Com-
panies, must move out or that the
employe will be dismissed.

Several members suggested that
the state of Nevada should make
some move toward forcing the gov-
ernment to allow taxation in the
reservation and that one way that
might work would be for the state
to send several companies of militia
to the reservation to take the area
for the state.

This move the members declared,
has been steadily growing in fav-
or of late and several times, during
the discussion last evening, was
brought forward as one method of
forcing the issue.

The members of the club were
not so much bitter against Six
Companies, declaring that they
were doing what any big corpor-
ation would do under the same eir-
cumstances, but censured the ad-
ministration and Secretary Wilbur
for allowing such a situation to ex-
ist. .

It was called to the attention of
the club that the state of Nevada
was not entirely blameless in this
situation, having ceded rights to
the government which makes the




Hoover 1 reservation possible.
This, it was pointed out, was done
in the now famous statute passed
in 1921 upon which.Six Companies
is basing its defense in the suit
now before the federal court.
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} The debate started after Lewis

‘had finished his talk on crime
when R. B. Griffith cited the Hoov-
er dam reservation situation as the
“biggest racket in America today”.
He called attention to the several
items listed above and declared
that unless the state of Nevada
awoke, a gigantic “steal” would be
perpetrated in the river area. |

Lewis, in his speech hefore tha
club, told of the rise of crime in
Las Vegas and declared that there
was a well defined movement to-
ward gangsterism and racketeer-
ing in Las Vegas at the present
time.

He cited the mrurders of Santlm
and Decimo as an instance and de-
clared that “there are others plan—\
ned” which may materialize in the
next few weeks. He called on the
citizenry of Las Vegas to awake
to this situation and do the utmost
toward electing officers who would
crush crime before it got a 1eal
foothold in Las Vegas.




