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Wilbur Accepts E«d of
Six Compames for New
Damon Color: f do Rlver

} appurtenant Works at the Boulder ca,n-
|yon ‘project. v
Recognition of the company’s offer
as the low bid was ‘tantamount to
awarding the contract and cleared the
way for starting construction on one|:
of the greatest peace time engineering
feats ever attempted. Estimated cost of
the dam, power system and appurte-|
nanoes ‘such as the intake towers, spill- |
ways and diversion tunnels totals $109,-
000,000, but epproximately half of this
will be supplied by the government in

materials.

The company will be notified imme-
diately that its bid was accepted and
instructed to start work when  ready.
The contract will be delayed several
days, as it must ‘be accepted by the
company 3, surety bond of $5,000,000
posted ‘and appreved by Secretary :
Wilbur.

i The specifications require’ that work
‘be started within 30 days after the|
builder is given notice to. proceed and
the dam must be completed with

‘and one-half years, /w1th .a_penalty of
1 $3,000 daily for each day longer.
‘F. T. Crowe, chief of const
| operations for the Six |
g former construction engir : :
ef’lamation Kureau, and his co'mpanv
Thave notified the department work
_could be started within a few days.

The notification of acceptance wag
| slgned also by Reclamation Commis-
| sioner Mead, Assistant Reclamation
Commissioner Dent, Solicitor Finney of
the interior department by Executive
Assistants Dobell and Ely and E. K.
Burlew, assistant to Secretary Wilbur.

Senator Johnson of California. who
was to have been present, sent regrets
by Representative Swing that he was
unable to attend because of illness.

The Six Companies, Inc., was a mer-
ger of as many western construction
companies, several of whom have con-
structed other projects for the recla-
mation bureau.

Representative Swing of California,
co-author of the bill under which the
$165,00,000 Boulder canyon project is
being built, was present for the signing.

Wilbur used an old, heavy personal
pen, which he refers to as his “impor-
tant pen,” to sign the “award of bid,”
the technical term applied to accepting
the low offer.

With the same pen he signed the
agreement putting the rich Kettleman
Hills oil field of California on the unit
plan of operation, and other important
contracts of the interior department.

Reclamation - Commissioner Mead,
whose bureau Xll supervise the con-
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the project, and other officials of the
interior department also were present.

Opening the way for actual con-
struction of the great dam, which will
rear its crest 727 feet above the bottom

cf the Colorado river in Black canyon
near Las Vegas, Nev., signalizes the be-
ginning -of the central part of the
Boulder canyon project.

The dam, which will be 1,180 feet |
long, spanning the river between Ne-
vada and Arizona, will be the largest
in the world. It will be 650 feet thick at
the base, of the arch gravity type, or
curving between the two ends, and 45
feet thick at the top.

Between 2,000 and 3.000 men will be
empleyed in building it when work gets
in full stride. Most of them will live in
Boulder City, the model town to be
constructed 8 miles from the dam site,
and connected with the dam' by a rail-
road and highway, now being built.

From the city, inhabitants will be
able to see the huge reservoir backed up
by the dam, which will create a lake
110 miles long and ranging from 600
feet deep downward to arouhd 100 in
the channels of the various small trib-

utary canyons.
The model town will cost about $2
000,000, and be ready fer occupapCy

—#hin g few months.




