SEEKS DISMISSAL ~
OF ARIZONA SUIT

Sta
Deprive Her of All
Water nghts

‘Washington, Mmch 19.§ (AD)-—Solici—
tor General Thacher and the attor-
neys general of threesstates argy
today before the supreme coug
Arizona’s attack g
the Colorado river
dismissed. i ¥

States’ rights furnished the legal
background, but thes s struggle over
water from the Colorado river is the
issue. Arvizona contends that if the
dam is built and the .compact carried
out she will be ’'deptived of water
which belongs to her.

The solicitor genarfl, arguing in
support of the gover ent’'s motion to
dismiss the case, said Arizona had no
suit unless she established there was
some injury, real or tlﬁi atened, to her
property or citizens. He insisted the

state had not done this.

' Would Leave Case Open

Congress, the soliciter general said,
had the power to e1ec1t Hoover dam
in ‘the interests of “'navigation and
‘flood control. He said that although
| Arizona. was unable to show any
damage which would result from the
building of the dam, -he thought. the
state had attempted to.prevent possi-
ble future injury. He. suggested that
the court could protect the right of
the state by dismissing the suit with-
out prejudice, leaving ;the way open
for future action if necessary.

California’s attorney, U. S. Webb,
who followed Thacher went into the
Colorado river compaet in detail.

This was an agreement between
Jalifornia, Colorado,, New Mexico,
Utah, Wyoming, and. Nevada for ap-
portionment of the anuual supply of
Colorado river water, Arizona re-
fused to sign, althou”fl she had a rep-
resentative present ait’the conferences.

The act which authorized the build-
ing of Hoover dam ¢n the Colorado
river provided for .approval of the
compact after six states had ratified
it

Pact should he

Says Suit “Frivelous”
Arizona’s suit was ,1amctenzed by
Thomas H. Gibson, 'utmnev general
of Colorado as “frivolous.” He said it
was a question of Arizona’s sovereign-
ty as opposed to that .of the United
States.

George P. Parker, attorney general
of Utah, said if the, act authorized
the impounding of wate" within Ari-
zona's botders and its diversion to
another state, he believed Arizona had
a ground for complaint. ;

K. Berry Peterson, Arizona’s attor-
ney general, will pxesent his state’s
opposition to the motion to dismiss to
Morrow. "




