U.C. GO0. SUGGEED
IN LANDING BIG
DAM GONTRACT

f Interior Authorizes
$48,890,995 Con-
Companys in on

Deal; Fix $5,

a stroke of
Wednesda,y

and power

Boulder Canyon’ rolect which will
reclaim millions of acres in the arid
valley of the Colorado river.

Wilbur authorized award of the
contract for building the dam and
power system, to cost finally approx-
imately $109,000,000, to the Six Com-
panies, Inc., of San Francisco, a com-
bination of western construction
companies, at $48,890,995.

To speed up getting the dam under
way. Reclamation Commissioner
Mead immediately telegraphed the
Denver office to draw the contract.
When signed, the company will post
a $5,000,000 surety bond guaranteeing
completion in the allotted six and
one-half years, or paying a penalty
of $3000 daily for delay.

The Six Companies, Inc., was a
merger of as many western construc-
tion companies, several of which
have constructed other projects for
the reclamation bureau.

The organization includes the
Utah Construction company, Henry
J. Keiser and W. A. Bechtel, McDon-
ald & Kahn, Morrison-Knudson
company, J. F. Shea company, and
the Pacific Bridge company.

Opening the way for actual con-
struction of the great dam, which
will rear its crest 727 feet above the
bottom of the Colorado river in
Black canyon near Las Vegas, Nev.,
signalizes the beginning of the cen-
tral part of the Boulder canyon
project.

The dam, which will be 1180 feet
long, spanning the river between Ne-
vada and Arizona, will be the largest
in the world. It will be 65@¢ feet
thick at the base, of the arch grav-
ity type, or curving between the two
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ends, and 45 feet thick at the top.

Betwee 000 and 300 men will
be e yved in building the dame
whep’work gets into full stride. 4



